
Sculpture artist James Shipman dedicates collage to the late James B. Richard.

James Shipman is the sculpture artist who created all of the unusual, beautiful and thought-provoking 
pieces at the Landmarks Preservation Resource Center, 744 Rebecca Avenue in Wilkinsburg. 
Shipman’s art adorns the building inside and out, and includes a fascinating sculpture garden behind the 
building. He had a long-standing desire to honor James B. Richard, lifelong resident of Wilkinsburg who 
passed away in September, 2016. The result of this is “Wilkinsburg: Past-Present-Future”, a collage 
dedicated to Jim Richard, “for his efforts to make Wilkinsburg a better place.” Jim Richard was a past-
President of the Wilkinsburg Historical Society, a member of the Chamber of Commerce, on the Board 
of the Boys and Girls Club and the WCDC, and had served on numerous other committees aimed at 
serving Wilkinsburg. 
PH&LF hosted an open house in July to show Shipman’s work, but the artwork is always on display for 
attendees at any Landmarks Preservation Resource Center event. Some of the outside sculptures can be 
seen anytime. 
The Landmarks Preservation Resource Center of the PH&LF, 744 Rebecca Avenue continues to impact 
the region by hosting educational and entertaining events for the entire Pittsburgh area. Become a 
member of the PH&LF so that you can keep up to date on all that is offered, while financially supporting 
this amazing organization. Contact Mary Lu Denny at marylu@phlf.org or call 412-471-5808, ext 527
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The plaque on the east wall of the Landmarks Preservation Resource Center states: 
“This Sculptural Collage, Wilkinsburg: Past-Present-Future is Dedicated to James B. Richard  
July 13, 1928 - September 14, 2016 for his efforts to make Wilkinsburg a better place
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The WCDC held a RACP announcement and project update event outside of the 
Wilkinsburg Train Station (901 Hay St.) on Friday, July 13, 10 a.m.

WCDC Executive Director Tracey Evans 
at the Wilkinsburg Train Station 
introduced guest speakers whose efforts 
helped obtain funding for the restoration. 
Right image shows Bill Schenck, 
Honorary Chairman, WCDC and Vice 
Chair of TriState Capital Bank. Other 
speakers included State Senator Jay Costa 
who made the RACP announcement, State 
Representative Ed Gainey, Pat Earley from 
the Allegheny County Economic 
Development, Wilkinsburg Borough 
Council President Pamela Macklin, Leon 
Haynes, Chair, WCDC Holding Co. and 
Executive Director of Hosanna House.

The WCDC sent out the following information, reprinted with permission for Archives readers:
Earlier this month, Governor Tom Wolf announced the latest round of Redevelopment Assistance 
Capital Program (RACP) allocations, and the Wilkinsburg Train Station Restoration Project was 
selected as one of just two recipients in Allegheny County!
The RACP "seeks to bolster important projects statewide for community redevelopment, workforce 
development, and business and non-profit expansion," said Governor Wolf at a press conference 
announcing the allocations. 
The $1.5 million allocated to our project will be put toward the interior restoration of the historic Train 
Station. The scope of work includes building systems, interior restoration at the main level and the side 
wings, minor interior work at the lower levels, restrooms on both levels, elevator addition, and an 
entrance addition and ramp to the pedestrian tunnel that extends under the East Busway and railroad 
trestles.
This opportunity would not have been possible without the help of our partners and supporters. Many, 
many thanks to Governor Wolf, Senator Jay Costa, Representative Ed Gainey, Allegheny County 
Executive Rich Fitzgerald, Wilkinsburg Borough, and our NPP partners, Tri-State Capital Bank, Dollar 
Bank & Highmark.



WILKINSBURG TRAIN STATION RESTORATION RECEIVES $1.5 MILLION 
REDEVELOPMENT ASSISTANCE CAPITAL PROGRAM (RACP) ALLOCATION 

WILKINSBURG, PA, JULY 5, 2018 – In June, the Wilkinsburg Community Development Corporation 
(WCDC) received a $1.5 million Redevelopment Assistance Capital Program (RACP) allocation from 
the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania to support the Wilkinsburg Train Station Restoration Project. The 
RACP “seeks to bolster important projects statewide for community redevelopment, workforce 
development, and business and non-profit expansion," said PA Governor Tom Wolf at a press conference 
during the week of June 11th. The Wilkinsburg Train Station is an iconic and historic landmark that, 
once restored, will act as a productive transit-focused civic space, a key factor in receiving this 
important grant. Governor Wolf and his administration are committed to helping more Pennsylvania 
companies expand and grow, more Pennsylvania communities transform and revitalize, and more 
Pennsylvanians receive the necessary skills and opportunities for higher-paying jobs. 

“I’m pleased to work with the Wilkinsburg CDC, Allegheny County Economic Development and the 
Commonwealth to secure this funding so that the redevelopment of the Train Station can move 
forward,” PA Senator Jay Costa explained. “This centerpiece of the Wilkinsburg Community is vital to 
the continued economic revitalization of the Borough.” 

“Receiving the RACP allocation was essential to the completion of the Wilkinsburg Train Station 
Restoration Project,” Tracey Evans, WCDC Executive Director, said. “Receiving this funding allows us 
to move forward with our vision for the building, ensuring that necessary restoration work will be 
completed on time.” 

The $1.5 million allocated will mainly support the interior restoration of the historic Train Station. The 
scope of work includes building systems, interior restoration at the main level and the side wings, minor 
interior work at the lower levels, restrooms on both levels, elevator addition, and an entrance addition 
and ramp to the pedestrian tunnel that extends under the East Busway and railroad trestles. Roof and 
exterior construction on the building began this past spring. The restoration is slated to be complete in 
spring/summer 2019. 

To date, the WCDC has successfully raised over $5 million toward the Train Station restoration, which 
has a total budget of $6 million. Funds have been received from the Richard King Mellon Foundation, 
other private foundations, government resources, corporate partners, and individual donors. 

The Wilkinsburg Train Station was designed by Walter H. Cookson in the intricate Beaux-Arts 
architectural style. The building opened to the public in 1916. By the mid-1970s, following a decline in 
train ridership and discontinued passenger service to and from the Wilkinsburg Station, the shuttered 
building fell into disrepair. 

On July 18, 1985, the Wilkinsburg Train Station was added to the National Register of Historic Places. 
The Train Station has also been designated as a PHLF Historic Landmark and recognized on the Young 
Preservationist Association’s Tip-Top Ten List as the Pittsburgh area’s number one building worthy of 
preservation investment. 



The Wilkinsburg Train Station is poised to become a physical example of the positive changes that are 
transforming the once-distressed borough. Restoring the Wilkinsburg Train Station will bring back an 
invaluable historic building in Wilkinsburg’s commercial core while creating a strong connection 
between the Martin Luther King Jr. East Busway and Penn Avenue, which together bring over 50,000 
people through Wilkinsburg on an average weekday. 

Learn more about the Wilkinsburg Train Station Restoration Project at WilkStation.org or fb.com/
WilkinsburgTrainStation. 

About the WCDC 

The WCDC was formed in June 2008 with a mission to revitalize Wilkinsburg and surrounding areas 
through business and residential development, organizational and individual civic leadership, and 
cultural enrichment. The WCDC’s main program areas include Business District Revitalization & 
Safety; Image & Identity; Clean, Green & Safe; Education & Youth; and Vacant Property & Housing. 
More information is available at wilkinsburgcdc.org. 

Note from Wilkinsburg Historical Society President, Anne Elise Morris:
The WCDC (Wilkinsburg Community Development Corporation), under the leadership of Executive 
Director Tracey Evans, has had astonishing success in getting the word out that the Wilkinsburg Train 
Station restoration is a critical component for the revitalization of the Borough. High quality historic 
restoration is the only way to reclaim and refurbish the station, and such craftsmanship is valuable but 
also expensive. There is still a need for restoration funds, and the WCDC is gratefully accepting 
donations in any amount for the Train Station restoration and for the WCDC general fund. 
Your tax deductible contribution may be mailed to the WCDC at 1001 Wood Street, Wilkinsburg, PA 
15221 or visit the website: wilkinsburgcdc.org/donate to make a secure Paypal donation or call WCDC 
412-727-7855.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

The Wilkinsburg Public Library, in partnership with the 
WCDC is hosting a monthly Wilkinsburg Speaker Series in the 
Council Chambers of the Borough building, 605 Ross Avenue in 
Wilkinsburg. The speaker for July will be Anne Elise Morris, 
President of the Wilkinsburg Historical Society. Her topic will 
be preserving and celebrating the history of Wilkinsburg, and will 
include a slide program, a short lecture and a question and answer 
period. The July event is Thursday, July 19th at 7:00 PM.
This is free to anyone interested, and light refreshments will be 
served. 



MARILYN JOAN EVERT
Age 89, of Shadyside, formerly of Fox Chapel, passed away on June 14, 2018 at Shadyside Hospital. 
She was surrounded by her family. She is survived by children, Katherine (James) Culver, Michael 
(Elizabeth) Evert and Elizabeth (David) Huston. She was the grandmother of Matthew (Megan) 
Barrington, Kathryn (Sean) Kelly, Nicholas and Lucy Evert and Jane Huston. She was preceded in death 
by her parents, Vincent James and Mary Capozzoli and brother Anthony "Sonny" Capozzoli. She is also 
survived by numerous nieces and nephews. Marilyn was raised in Berkeley Heights, NJ among many 
extended family. She attended Rutgers University where she met and married her former husband, 
Walter H. Evert, Jr., in 1951. Together they had three children. The family lived in three parts of the U.S. 
before settling in Pittsburgh, PA which would become her adopted city in 1963. She was intrigued by 
what she saw and eagerly began learning about, and loving, this city. Marilyn returned to school when 
her children were young and earned her Bachelor of Arts degree in 1975 in Anthropology and Art 
History from the University of Pittsburgh. She continued in this field of interest at Pitt's graduate 
program in Anthropology. She had a passion for things anthropological and historical. During the 1960s 
and 1970s, she worked as a docent at the Carnegie Museums of Art and Natural History where she 
developed interdisciplinary and specialized tours in art and science, trained docents for the North 
American Indian exhibits and cataloged a large Native American collection at the museum's Section of 
Man. Her definitive book, Discovering Pittsburgh's Sculpture, was published in 1983. She was the 
Director of Development for The Homewood Cemetery Historical Fund and Archivist and Historian at 
the cemetery. She was Archivist and Historian at St. Andrew's Episcopal Church and was appointed by 
the Right Reverend Bishop Robert W. Duncan to the Episcopal Diocesan Archives and Historical 
Commission. She was a founding Board member of the East Liberty Valley Historical Society in 2002. 
She continued to actively participate in this group, still arranging speakers for their Spring and Fall 
lecture series and introducing each speaker with facts and wit. She was an active member of the 
Norwich group for thirty plus years. Marilyn Evert's intellectual curiosity and honesty, her ability to be 
open minded, her loyalty, loving and caring for so many different people will sorely be missed. A 
memorial service will be held at St. Andrew's Episcopal Church, 5801 Hampton St., Highland Park, on 
Saturday, June 23, 2018 at 2:00PM. Memorial contributions may be made to: East Liberty Valley 
Historical Society (PO Box 4922, Pgh, PA 15206) or St. Andrew's Episcopal Church Memorial Fund. 
The family wishes to thank the many valued friends, acquaintances and former colleagues for their love 
and support. We also wish to thank Doctors Michael Singh, Sung Yang, Stephen Clute and the entire 
TCICU staff at Shadyside Hospital who helped us through this final journey in Marilyn's life with 
kindness, expertise and respect for us all. www.mccabebrothers.com

Published in Pittsburgh Post-Gazette on June 19, 2018

Wilkinsburg Historical Society Archives readers will want to know 
about the recent passing of one of our members, Marilyn Joan Evert. 
Marilyn, a Society member for several years, believed that Historical 
Societies should support each other. She had been a founding member 
of the East Liberty Valley Historical Society and planned the 
speaker series for their meetings. Marilyn had a tremendous passion 
for preserving local history, and was happy to share her knowledge 
with anyone who was interested. The following notice was provided 
by Marilyn’s family to be printed in the Pittsburgh Post-Gazette. 
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Wilkinsburg Historical Society has a website!
The Wilkinsburg Historical Society has a website to share more information about the history of 
Wilkinsburg.  To visit the site:   wilkinsburghistory.wordpress.com 

Mailing address: Wilkinsburg Historical Society, P.O. Box 17252, Pittsburgh, PA 15235 

We meet at 7:30 PM on the third Monday of months March, June, August and November usually 
at the South Avenue United Methodist Church in Wilkinsburg. WE HOPE TO SEE YOU THERE!      
The Archives Historical Society newsletter is published monthly, March through November. 

Wilkinsburg Historical Society yearly dues for the Wilkinsburg Historical Society are:                     
$20.00 INDIVIDUAL Member,   $35.00 FAMILY Membership                                                        
$10.00 STUDENT or ASSOCIATE Members (for out of towners who usually can’t attend meetings) 
Please keep your membership dues up to date. 

Wilkinsburg Historical Society is involved with preservation projects in the area. Donations are 
appreciated.Please send to: Wilkinsburg Historical Society, P.O. Box 17252, Pittsburgh, PA 15235

Our email address is  wilkinsburghistorical@gmail.com

IT IS IMPORTANT THAT ARCHIVES READERS HELP TO PRESERVE HISTORY BY 
SHARING ANY PHOTOGRAPHS, PAMPHLETS,  EMBLEMS OR MEMORABILIA FROM 
WILKINSBURG’S PAST. PLEASE CONTACT THE SOCIETY SO THAT WE CAN SAVE 
HISTORY TOGETHER. YOU CAN HELP!

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

The Wilkinsburg Sun is a community newsletter about the GOOD news in Wilkinsburg. The newsletter 
is published 10 times a year and the print editions can be found at various locations, including the 
libraries, the Borough Building  and the WCDC. 

This image shows the July/August 2018 issue of the 
Wilkinsburg Sun, an eight page FREE publication for 
the Wilkinsburg community. 
The Sun is available to read online, 
wilkinsburgsun.wordpress.com
You may sign up to receive the Sun by email at: 
http;//eepurl.com/v0iBP

The Sun is the best way to learn what is happening in 
Wilkinsburg. The July/August issue tells about the 
Borough government, School District, Chamber of 
Commerce, WCDC and much more. The July/August 
issue highlights Pogopalooza, the biggest pogo event in 
the world, whose headquarters will be in Wilkinsburg!,
opportunities for volunteering at the Park Triangle 
“Transform the Triangle” and MUCH more. 
Don’t miss out, so pick it up, sign up or read online.
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