
Miss Jane Holmes (1805-1885) was a philanthropist who donated over a million dollars 
in her lifetime, and touched the lives of countless Pittsburghers. The Wilkinsburg 
community is familiar with the former “Jane Holmes Residence” which served elderly 
residents.   Jane Holmes and her same-name cousin Jane Holmes also started homes for 
orphans, those with incurable diseases, blind children, as well as facilities to treat 
medical conditions with homeopathic remedies. 
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The next meeting of the Wilkinsburg Historical Society will be Monday evening, September 19 at 
7:30 PM in South Avenue United Methodist Church, using the left Ross Avenue entrance. 
The program for the evening is Jane Holmes - A woman who cared. This presentation will feature the 
history of the Holmes family and the amazing generosity of Jane.   The meeting is free to attend, guests 
are always welcome. Refreshments served following the program.

These historic images show the large Victorian structure at 441 Swissvale Avenue. The left image shows 
the building shortly after it was built in 1869 and named “The Sheltering Arms”, a home for “wayward 
girls”. In 1881 it was purchased by  “Baltimore” Jane Holmes and given to her cousin, “Pittsburgh” Jane 
Holmes to create a residential home for men and couples.  The right image shows the same building with 
a large west wing added to the back and side.  This view was taken in 1963, over fifty years ago. At that 
time the building was known as the Home for Aged Protestants. It was in 1978 when the home was 
renamed as Jane Holmes Residence. It is now known as the Garden View Manor and continues to serve 
as a residence for over fifty people. This home will be one of the featured places on the Wilkinsburg 
Fourth Annual House and Garden Tour on Saturday, September 24, from 10:00 a.m. to 3 p.m. This 
tour highlights historic places in Wilkinsburg and helps raise funds for the WCDC. Check-in for the Tour 
is at the PHLF Landmarks Preservation Resource Center at 744 Rebecca Avenue. Advance tickets are 
$15. while day-of tickets are $18. For more information or to volunteer call 412-727-7855.



1928 Lincoln Highway replica post has been installed in Lincoln statue park

The Lincoln Highway Trading Post (www.LHTP.com) is the official provider of items related to the 
Lincoln Highway. In July, 2016 the Wilkinsburg Historical Society purchased this 350-plus pound 
concrete marker to replace the 1928 original one which has been gone from its Penn Avenue location for 
many decades. The Trading Post, located in Canton, Ohio is only a hundred miles from Wilkinsburg. To 
save on crating and shipping costs Anne Elise and Tim Morris travelled to Canton to pick it up and bring 
it back to Wilkinsburg. These images show the marker at the Trading Post, and the employees lifting it, 
while Tim Morris guides them to the waiting vehicle. 

Many thanks to Roy Clark, a 
DPW employee, and his team who 
installed the marker at the far end 
of the triangular Lincoln statue 
park. 
Also thanks to the Wilkinsburg 
School Board for donating the 
cement bench to the Historical 
Society for placement at the 
Lincoln statue. This bench was 
previously in front of the now-
closed Wilkinsburg High School. 

http://www.LHTP.com
http://www.LHTP.com


Neighborhood Allies has awarded a grant to the Wilkinsburg Historical Society!

In July, 2016 the Society received information about Neighborhood Allies, a community support 
organization based in downtown Pittsburgh.  This organization was providing applications for Love My 
Neighbor grants enabling projects to enhance Pittsburgh’s neighborhoods. Grants were to be focused in 
seven transitional communities, including Wilkinsburg. The application submitted by the Wilkinsburg 
Historical Society was “Wilkinsburg History in Photos” to enable us to continue to have photo displays 
of the town history. We requested display panels, matting, paper cutter, scanner, ink, and other supplies 
needed to continue bringing the history of the town to local citizens. 

Neighborhood Allies describes their past and their purpose: “For almost 30 years prior to the launch 
of Neighborhood Allies, we operated as the Pittsburgh Partnership for Neighborhood Development 
(PPND), an organization dedicated to the core mission of creating vibrant communities in Pittsburgh. 
More than $100 million has been invested by PPND and its partner, Local Initiatives Support 
Corporation (LISC), along with close to $300 million leveraged in other funds, toward the goal of 
making our neighborhoods safer and healthier places where people want to live, work, and invest. We 
have made tremendous progress toward building vibrant communities and we are proud of PPND’s role 
in that process. Even so, we believe that Pittsburgh cannot claim its transformation is complete until all 
its neighborhoods are healthy and sustainable. So, we intend to continue our work and refine the way we 
operate and invest, when necessary, to achieve the highest level of success for the entire region.”

Our mission is to support the people, organizations and partnerships committed to 
creating and maintaining thriving neighborhoods. We do this by…

1 Creating community partnerships
2 Connecting distressed and transitioning communities with valued/vetted resources
3 Communicating and celebrating progress and success

These images show two 
sides of the photo display in 
the Municipal Building. 
This is a tribute to the 
Wilkinsburg High School 
which closed in June, 2016. 
These photos will be on 
display for about 8 weeks.  
The next display will show 
the Chamber of Commerce 
and the business community.
The Society welcomes any 
ideas for future displays. 
Many thanks to the 
Neighborhood Allies -Love 
My Neighbor grant program 
for providing all the supplies 
to make these visual displays 
possible. 



You can be a part of Wilkinsburg’s future by helping restore our past!
The historic 100 year old Wilkinsburg Train station is on the verge of restoration and a new life. After 
decades of sitting vacant and unattended, the iconic railroad station has finally gotten the attention it has 
needed. The WCDC and their tireless staff  have worked behind the scenes to put into place the detailed 
plans for funding. Their efforts have resulted in tremendous interest and commitment from foundations 
and public funding sources. Some of the promised grants have been from the Community Infrastructure 
& Tourism Fund, Pennsylvania Historic & Museum Commission, the Richard King Mellon Foundation, 
and others who know and understand how this beautiful building can be a key part of the revitalization 
of  Wilkinsburg’s business district. 

Now it will be time for the citizens of Wilkinsburg and those who care about our town to step up and 
donate or pledge funds to help make the restoration a reality. The WCDC has done the groundwork for 
this local fundraising phase. The Wilkinsburg Train Station Restoration Capital Campaign has 
begun with committee meetings which include the business community,  local government,  
organizations, individual residents and everyone who wants to be a part of this historic event. 

The Wilkinsburg Train Station was added to the National Register of Historic Places in 1985. It was 
awarded a Pittsburgh History & Landmarks Foundation Historic Landmark plaque in the 1970s and was 
chosen by the Young Preservationist Association’s Tip Top Ten list to be the Pittsburgh area’s number 
one building worthy of preservation investment. The long-awaited train station restoration has also been 
an interest of the Wilkinsburg Historical Society for many years, in fact, many decades. It was never 
possible in the past because of the magnitude of such a project and the monies needed. Now that this 
project has received financial commitments from groups and foundations in the county and the state, it is 
time for the Wilkinsburg community to get involved.

NOW IT WILL ACTUALLY HAPPEN, BUT YOUR FINANCIAL SUPPORT IS NECESSARY!

The WCDC will host the kick-off of the Capital Campaign on October 6, 2016, 10:00 am at the Train 
Station plaza. Everyone is invited to be a part of the excitement at this event. The WCDC has initiated 
many ways for individuals to be involved. There will be fundraising events, house parties, simple pledge 
forms, online pledging, and organization requests. For those who have computer access, you can sign up 
to get the latest information by contacting WCDC’s Marlee Gallagher at marlee@wilkinsburgcdc.org . 
Pledge cards are also available so that it will be an option to donate monthly or quarterly. 

These images show front and side current condition of the century old Wilkinsburg railroad station. 

mailto:marlee@wcdc.org
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Active Wilkinsburg resident served as mayor  
Ben Schmitt - Tribune-Review staff writer

Saturday, September 3, 2016

Sylvia Lafranchi held almost every political position 
possible in Wilkinsburg, from school board president to 
mayor.
“She was quite a girl,” said her husband, William Lafranchi.
Sylvia P. Schmidle Martin Lafranchi, a former school 
teacher and politician, died Wednesday, Aug. 31, 2016, 
from complications related to Alzheimer's disease. She was 
96 and lived in Longwood at Oakmont retirement 
community in Plum.
“She was the smartest woman I ever met,” said her 
surviving husband of 40 years. “It sure was exciting to watch her go through politics.”
The daughter of the late John George and Sylvia Albright Schmidle, she was born in Mill Run and grew 
up in Connellsville.
She graduated from Penn State University with a bachelor's degree in English, and lived in Wilkinsburg 
for 52 years. She was a champion for race relations and an active member of South Avenue United 
Methodist Church in Wilkinsburg.
She taught English and Latin for eight years in St. Edmund's Academy in Squirrel Hill.
While her husband is a staunch Democrat, Mrs. Lafranchi served as a Republican and chaired the 
Wilkinsburg Republican Committee.
“We made it work,” her husband said, laughing. “She was always able to make good, sound decisions.”
She was the president of the Wilkinsburg School Board for four years and vice president for two years. 
She also joined the borough's Citizens' Coordinating Committee.
“That position was extremely important to her,” Mr. Lafranchi said. “They fought hard to restore and 
maintain trust in Wilkinsburg government.”
She served on the zoning board, as president of the Women's Club of Wilkinsburg and as chair of the 
executive board of South Avenue United Methodist Church. She was the emeritus director of the Boys & 
Girls Club of Wilkinsburg and a volunteer for Meals on Wheels. In the fall of 1993, she received a call 
from the Republican Party of Wilkinsburg asking her to run for mayor.
She won and served as mayor from 1994 through 1998. She was named Wilkinsburg's “citizen of the 
year” two consecutive years, her husband said.
“She lived an active, fabulous life,” he said.
Other survivors include a daughter, Patricia Martin of Gum Spring, Va., and son, David Bruce Martin of 
Penn Point, Md. Mrs. Lafranchi also is survived by her grandchildren, Talon Jacob Martin Sypolt and 
Summer Rain Martin, of Virginia.
She was preceded in death by her sister, Helen Reedl; her son, Harold I Martin Jr.; brothers, George Earl 
Schmidle and Lawrence E. Schmidle, and her first husband, Harold I Martin Sr.
A memorial service is scheduled for 11 a.m. Sept. 17 at Longwood at Oakmont Chapel.
In lieu of flowers, the family requests contributions to the Boys & Girls Club of Wilkinsburg, or the 
charity of their choice.
Archives Editor’s note: Sylvia and William Lafranchi have been a vital part of the Historical Society for 
many years and are frequent contributors of articles for the Archives and ideas for programs.

Sylvia and William Lafranchi at a 
Historical Society meeting in the 1990s



Wilkinsburg Historical Society has a website!
The Wilkinsburg Historical Society has a website to share more information about the history of 
Wilkinsburg.  To visit the site:   wilkinsburghistory.wordpress.com 

Mailing address: Wilkinsburg Historical Society, P.O. Box 17252, Pittsburgh, PA 15235 

We meet at 7:30 PM on the third Monday of months from March through November, usually at the 
South Avenue United Methodist Church in Wilkinsburg. WE HOPE TO SEE YOU THERE!

Wilkinsburg Historical Society yearly dues for the Wilkinsburg Historical Society are:       
$20.00 INDIVIDUAL Member,      $35.00 FAMILY Membership                                                        
$10.00 STUDENT or ASSOCIATE Members (for out of towners who usually can’t attend 
meetings)    Please keep your membership dues up to date. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

The Wilkinsburg Sun is a community newsletter about the GOOD news in 
Wilkinsburg. The newsletter is published 10 times a year and the print 
editions can be found at various locations, including the libraries, the 
Borough Building  and the WCDC. 
If you want to ensure that you never miss another issue of  The Sun, go to 
eepurl.com/v0iBP and sign up. You’ll receive a link to each and every issue 
via email -just as soon as they hit the street. 

FREE 
E-mail subscription to Wilkinsburg’s newsletter, The Wilkinsburg Sun


