
    

The last regular meeting of the Wilkinsburg Historical Society was November 2015. At that time 
elections were held for officers for 2016. Those who agreed to serve and were elected are: President -
Anne Elise Morris,  Vice-President - Bill Zimpleman (“Zimp”), Treasurer - Tim Morris,  Recording 
Secretary - Jean Dexheimer. Bill Zimpleman will update membership records and add information to 
our website. The Society website is:  wilkinsburghistory.wordpress.com  Jim Richard will continue to 
handle book sales for Arcadia Images of America - Wilkinsburg  and for Wilkinsburg High School 
1911-2011 Century of Learning. Anne Elise Morris will organize monthly programs. Joel Minnigh will 
present Vignettes of historical interest at the monthly meetings. 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
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The first meeting in 2016 of the Wilkinsburg Historical Society will be Monday evening, March 21 
at 7:30 PM in the South Avenue United Methodist Church. Please use the Ross Avenue entrance, left 
door. The program for the evening will be a slide presentation and overview of all the events and 
projects that the Society is involved with this year. We will be touring the inside of the train station via 
many photos taken during a December 8, 2015 visit. This structure, now owned by Allegheny County, is 
finally considered a priority for restoration, and funds have been committed. Actually, a MILLION 
dollars has been given through the Richard King Mellon Foundation towards this project. Please read the 
notice from the WCDC on the next page of the Archives to get more information and the email address 
so you can sign up to get regular updates on the progress. For members of the Wilkinsburg Historical 
Society this restoration plan is a dream come true. The WCDC is planning a 100 year celebration event 
on Thursday 6-16-16 to mark the century of the train station and the raising of the railroad tracks. The 
Historical Society will be discussing our role in providing displays for the Centennial event. The Lincoln 
statue was originally dedicated in June 1916 during the same three day celebration when the 
Pennsylvania Railroad train station was dedicated. We will be discussing the small park where the 
Lincoln statue stands, and review the maintenance, mowing and costs involved in the upkeep for it. 
We will finish the evening with refreshments. Please bring a friend or neighbor to the meeting!

2016 marks 100 year anniversary of  Wilkinsburg train station and Abraham Lincoln statue

           Wilkinsburg train station in 1970s                    Penn Avenue and Route 30 (Lincoln Highway) in 1916



  TRAIN STATION RESTORATION PROJECT HAS RECEIVED $1 MILLION!!

Important news from the WCDC:
The Wilkinsburg Community Development Corporation (WCDC) recently received a $1 million grant 
from the Richard King Mellon Foundation in support of the Wilkinsburg Train Station Restoration 
Project. The grant is conditioned upon the WCDC raising the remaining $750,000 required to cover 
project costs. To meet this goal, the WCDC has initiated a capital campaign to engage more foundations, 
corporate partners, and individuals in this important community project.

This year represents the 100th anniversary of the Train Station building, and the WCDC is excited to 
have the initial restoration funding committed at this critical time. The Wilkinsburg Train Station 
Restoration Project has become a top priority for the Wilkinsburg community. The WCDC and partners 
envision that the building will come to represent the intersection of commerce and community as the 
borough continues to grow and thrive. Through its strategic location adjacent to Penn Avenue and along 
the East Busway, the Wilkinsburg Train Station building is poised to become a transit-focused civic 
space that benefits residents, visitors, and commuters.
If anyone would like to get involved with the capital campaign and receive updates, please contact 
Marlee at marlee@wilkinsburgcdc.org or (412) 727-7855.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Please consider how you can help in this restoration 
project. This is a great opportunity for Wilkinsburg to 
finally have the train station restored. It has been vacant 
for fifty years, exactly half of its life. The Wilkinsburg 
Historical Society members will be included in 
discussions regarding our involvement and financial 
donation for the restoration. The funds raised from our 
book sales have, since 2007, been designated exclusively 
for preservation projects. The train station project is the 
most important preservation project Wilkinsburg has. 

Current interior views of the train station show deterioration as well as opportunity for restoration.

mailto:marlee@wilkinsburgcdc.org
mailto:marlee@wilkinsburgcdc.org


Vacant Home Tour 2016 planning has begun! 
Meetings with community leaders and interested residents have been 
held to identify vacant properties that could be reclaimed, rehabbed 
and made into homes and businesses again. Councilwoman and 
Community Outreach Consultant Marita Garrett and WCDC’s Marlee 
Gallagher together hosted the first event to present the plan to the 
Wilkinsburg community, dubbed “Spotlight on Blight: Reshaping the 
landscape of Wilkinsburg”. Similar to last year, the tour will be held in 
May and will feature vacant homes and commercial buildings that are 
good candidates for the Vacant Property Recovery Program. 
The Historical Society is again involved in researching the history of 
these century old homes and commercial properties. Society 
volunteers have searched through directories from 1894, 1897, 1922, 
1926, 1939 and 1955 to learn more about the former residents. 

This year the Vacant Home Tour is Saturday May 7 from 11 to 3 pm and will focus on the vicinity of 
the Hamnett Place area. Hamnett Place is listed on the National Register of Historic Places. The streets 
selected are Rebecca, Center, South, Holland, Whitney and Wood, all near the PHLF Landmarks 
Preservation Resource Center on Rebecca Avenue.  This part of Wilkinsburg is experiencing an 
astonishing rebirth as the PHLF and their subsidiary Landmarks Development Corporation establish 
delightful neighborhoods by restoring and building in that area. 
These images shown below depict what is happening in that vicinity. An abandoned house at 608 
Mulberry Street is in the process of being restored,  while a new two-unit townhouse is built next door. 
Further down the street are the Crescent Apartments, built in 1904 and restored in 2011-2012 by 
Landmarks into 23 state-of-the-art apartments. The Crescent building is one of the most unique 
buildings in the area as the structure curves to follow the gentle slope of Kelly Avenue. PHLF has 
restored many homes on Jeanette Street, Holland Avenue and created community garden and parks in 
the area. Ambitious plans become a reality as restoration of neighborhoods continues with the 
Falconhurst Apartments on Kelly Avenue next door to the Crescent Apartments. The Landmarks 
Preservation Resource Center continues to host workshops and lectures for $5 (free to members) about 
all phases of home restoration and DIY topics. The acquisition of an historic house can be a reality for 
those who are inspired by the amazing work of the PHLF. Those who get involved with the Vacant 
Home Tour can find out how to be part of the restoration of these historic neighborhoods. The Vacant 
Home Tour 2016 is an event that the Historical Society is happy to endorse and participate in. 

Marita Garrett, Marlee Gallagher

608 Mulberry before restoration,  Mulberry restoration & new townhouses, Crescent Apartments 



~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

These photos show an historic event in Wilkinsburg, a 2015 holiday party held at a Wilkinsburg 
restaurant where a glass of wine or beer is served. Our town had been a “dry” borough since before the 
Incorporation of Wilkinsburg in 1887. After Prohibition ended in the 1930s there were just a few years 
when alcohol could be served in a restaurant or bar. With few safeguards to minimize problems the 
residents quickly voted to become “dry” again, a decision that lasted for eighty years.  
In early 2015, the WCDC (Wilkinsburg Community Development Corporation) guided the movement 
for voters in Wilkinsburg to gain the necessary signatures to put the issue on the ballot last May, thereby 
opening the door for voters to decide again. Salvatore’s Pizza House at 612 Penn Avenue is the first 
restaurant to apply for and get a license to serve alcoholic beverages. Based on population, our Borough 
can have a maximum of five such establishments. This holiday party at Salvatore’s  was hosted by the 
WCDC. The first photo shows Historical Society secretary Jean Dexheimer and president, Anne Elise 
Morris enjoying the event. 

This view of the front of the Wilkinsburg Municipal Building (usually referred to as the “Borough” 
Building)  shows the semi-circular area of Belgian block which will be the new site for the Seven-Mile 
Stone. This stone was originally placed in 1815 on The Great Road, later known as Penn Avenue, to 
identify the number of miles to the point in downtown Pittsburgh.  These stones were placed every mile 
from the point, all the way to Greensburg. Wilkinsburg’s stone may be the only remaining one! 
The 200 year old road marker, in its granite case, will be moved over to the apex of the half circle. New 
plexiglass has been prepared for the front of the granite case and is ready for installation once the stone 
is moved.  The Borough employees will be installing a footer in the exact location as soon as the 
temperatures are mild, and then the move will be made to the new and permanent location. 

Seven Mile Stone to be relocated soon. 



~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

As most of our readers are aware, the Wilkinsburg Jr/Sr 
High School will be closing at the end of this current 
school year. Due to low enrollment and a variety of other 
factors, it is not possible to give the students of 
Wilkinsburg a top quality education that they deserve. The 
Wilkinsburg School Board and the Pittsburgh Public 
Schools Board of Education agreed to partner to have 
Wilkinsburg’s students in grades 7-12 educated in the 
Westinghouse High School in the Homewood section of 
the City of Pittsburgh. Much effort has been given to ease 
the transition for the students so that they can excel in their 
new learning environment. 

Wilkinsburg High School to close in 2016.

The Wilkinsburg Historical Society has been in communication with the President of the Wilkinsburg 
School Board regarding the historically valuable records/artifacts and trophies that are contained in the 
beautiful 105 year old WHS school building. During this time of change, it is imperative that important 
documents and other items are not carelessly disposed of. The School Board President, Ed Donovan, 
was in complete agreement and will ensure that these items are carefully considered and preserved. The 
Historical Society has requested to be informed concerning plans for these.

 Johnston School viewed from Ardmore Boulevard         Johnston School viewed from Franklin Avenue

Johnston School, built in 1906 is located at 1256 Franklin Avenue. This is the corner of Route 30 
(Lincoln Highway) and Franklin Avenue.  Declining enrollment caused the elementary school to be 
closed in 2012 with the students being transferred to the remaining elementary schools in Wilkinsburg, 
Kelly School and Turner School. The building was listed for sale at that time, and it was recently 
announced that the Wilkinsburg School District has sold the building to Cube Creative Space. This is 
an innovative company that launched the first Cube co-working space in East Liberty a few years ago. 
Those who would rent some of the space are in diverse fields. This historic building will soon be filled 
with entrepreneurs sharing the space and bringing a renewed vitality to the area. 

Johnston Elementary School was recently sold and will soon become Cube Creative Space.



Wilkinsburg Historical Society has a website!
The Wilkinsburg Historical Society has a website to share more information about the history of 
Wilkinsburg.  This site is continuing to build and has photo images of  advertising items, businesses, 
churches, schools, celebrations, High School yearbooks and residential areas. Another section has past 
issues of the “Archives”, the Wilkinsburg Historical Society newsletter. We have posted information 
about membership dues and how to contact the Society. We will continue to add more information in the 
coming months. To visit the site:   wilkinsburghistory.wordpress.com 

Monthly programs are created by the Wilkinsburg Historical Society for members, guests and 
interested others to learn about our area. Bring a friend or neighbor to enjoy them. 

Mailing address: Wilkinsburg Historical Society, P.O. Box 17252, Pittsburgh, PA 15235 

We meet at 7:30 PM on the third Monday of months from March through November, usually at the 
South Avenue United Methodist Church in Wilkinsburg. WE HOPE TO SEE YOU THERE!

Wilkinsburg Historical Society yearly dues for the Wilkinsburg Historical Society are:       
$20.00 INDIVIDUAL Member,   $35.00 FAMILY Membership                                                        
$10.00 STUDENT or ASSOCIATE Members (for out of towners who usually can’t attend 
meetings) Please keep your membership dues up to date. MANY thanks to those who have 
already sent in their dues for 2016. One generous member actually included a book of postage 
stamps to help defray the cost of sending the Archives! Thanks to all our members. 

 

Wilkinsburg Historical Society is involved with preservation projects in the area. Donations are 
appreciated.Please send to:Wilkinsburg Historical Society, P.O. Box17252, Pittsburgh, PA15235


