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The next meeting of the Wilkinsburg Historical Society will be Monday evening, July 18 at 7:30 PM 
in South Avenue United Methodist Church, using the left Ross Avenue entrance. 
The program for the evening is Wilkinsburg High School - Saying goodbye in 2016. This slide 
presentation is a farewell to the school that many thousands of people graduated from. The beautiful 
school building at 747 Wallace Avenue is now closed and the Wilkinsburg students in grades 7 through 
12 will be starting the next school year at the Westinghouse Academy in Homewood. Recently the 
Wilkinsburg Historical Society was permitted access inside the building for the purpose of taking 
photographs. We will be showing many of these images at the July 18 meeting.  The meeting is free to 
attend, guests are always welcome. Refreshments served following the program.

Wilkinsburg High School was built in 1910-1911 with high quality materials and amazing architectural 
details. The auditorium was part of the massive addition to the school, added in 1929. It featured 
marble columns and three massive multi-pane mirrors. Thousands of lectures, musical performances, 
graduations, plays, opera, and chapel happened here, including the Pittsburgh Symphony Orchestra.

The Boys gymnasium was the site for many Tiger basketball victories. There are numerous trophy cases 
throughout the school filled with proof. Second image above is one of the Ionic columns that adorned the 
Library. The Library was originally the auditorium prior to the 1929 addition. The right image is the 
home economics department where students, mostly girls,  learned their cooking skills. 



1928 Lincoln Highway marker replica to be installed in Wilkinsburg’s Lincoln Park

On September 1, 1928 the Lincoln Highway was marked across the nation with over 3000 concrete 
posts, each bearing the red, white and blue Lincoln logo as well as the bronze profile of Abraham 
Lincoln. Above left image shows two Boy Scouts after the erection of their post in 1928. This highway 
marking venture was a collaboration of the Lincoln Highway Association and the Boy Scouts of 
America to honor Abraham Lincoln.  Most of the original markers have broken or disappeared long ago.  
The closest original one to Wilkinsburg is in Forest Hills, at the corner of Ardmore Boulevard (Route 
30) and Yost Boulevard. (above right) 

In the early 1900s automobiles were relatively new and roads were mostly for local travel. The creation 
of the Lincoln Highway in 1913 signalled the first coast to coast road that enabled Americans to travel 
greater distances between cities. More roads were built with a confusing variety of names and logos as 
one travelled from city to city. In 1925 the American Association of Highway Officials adopted the 
policy of numbering each interstate road, including the Lincoln Hwy. In Pittsburgh part of the original 
Lincoln Highway is Route 30. The Lincoln Highway Association wanted to honor Lincoln and the first 
cross-country highway with special concrete markers each mile. Wilkinsburg’s post was gone long ago.
The Wilkinsburg Historical Society has purchased a replica post to be installed in the Lincoln statue 
park. This triangular park is 58 feet long and about 15 feet wide near the statue. We will get the location 
approval from the Borough Code Enforcement department and have the 7 feet long, 350 pound post 
installed. The above right image shows the head of the post that we have purchased and plan to install.



Concrete bench in front of the 
Wilkinsburg High School.
Do you know if this was a gift 
from a WHS class or alumni 
group?  
Please contact: 
Wilkinsburg Historical Society

P.O. Box 17252
Pittsburgh, PA 15235 

This concrete bench is forty inches long, sixteen inches deep and fifteen inches tall and is situated in 
front of the Wilkinsburg High School. It is a relatively recent fabrication and was perhaps a gift to the 
school by a person or a group. Now the school is closed and most of the items in the building will be 
removed for use by the elementary schools or will be sold. This beautiful little bench would make a nice 
addition to the Lincoln park project (explained on the previous page). The Historical Society has 
contacted the School District and the President of the Wilkinsburg School Board to see if it is possible to 
have the bench donated to provide a small seating area at the Lincoln statue. Of course the School 
District wants to preserve as much memorabilia as possible and have requested that we find out if this 
bench has any historical significance. If not, then the Board will consider our request. There is no plaque 
to indicate when it was placed, so we are reaching out to our readers for any information. It would be a 
special use for this bench if it can be relocated for seating at the feet of the Great Emancipator. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Special Invitation to Wilkinsburg Historical Society Members from Robert Stakeley
The Society is part of the HCAP (History Center Affiliate Program) and receives regular 
communications from Robert Stakeley at the Heinz Center with opportunities to be involved. 

Here is their most recent offer to participate:

On Sunday, August 7, the Heinz History Center (HHC) will be 
hosting the Ninth Annual “Pittsburgh's Hidden Treasures, An 
Antiques Appraisal Show.”  On this date at the HHC hundreds of 
people will be bringing in their treasures to have them appraised by 
professional appraisers.  In addition to appraisers, expert conservators 
from the Smithsonian Institution and HHC’s Museum Conservation 

Center will be on hand to provide tips on how to preserve your treasures.  The most unique items will be 
featured later this year as part of special 30-minute programs on KDKA hosted by KDKA-TV's Ken 
Rice and History Center President and CEO Andy Masich.  For more information about this wonderful 
event please feel free to visit the HHC website at http://www.heinzhistorycenter.org/events/pittsburghs-
hidden-treasures
In years past we have asked you to bring in objects / artifacts that thematically correlated to either an 
existing or upcoming exhibition, such as items related to the Civil War, WWII, and toys.  This year the 
theme will be photography and [your] local history.  Therefore, we are asking that you / your site 
consider bringing in historically significant photographs and/or an artifact that is historically significant 
to your region. 

http://www.heinzhistorycenter.org/events/pittsburghs-hidden-treasures
http://www.heinzhistorycenter.org/events/pittsburghs-hidden-treasures
http://www.heinzhistorycenter.org/events/pittsburghs-hidden-treasures
http://www.heinzhistorycenter.org/events/pittsburghs-hidden-treasures


Wilkinsburg Historical Society members invited to participate in photography appraisals
(continued from previous page)
 We are inviting all HCAP members (via your staff, volunteers, board members, and 
those from your general membership) to participate in the following manner: 
 We would like to provide you, your organization, and/or members of your 
organization with the opportunity to have an original photograph and/or artifact of 
historic, local significance appraised by our expert appraisers.  Up to two items per 
HCAP organization or individual will be admissible. 

 We truly see this as an important and valuable opportunity for the HCAP members.
 
There will be no charge for you to attend or for the appraisal.  If you are interested in participating or 
know of someone within your organization who is, please follow the next few steps. 
 
Please send us a photograph and a brief description of the item(s) that you would like to have appraised.  
Please include information such as the donor’s / owner’s name, provenance, how the item was acquired, 
story (or provenance) behind the piece, and any additional information that you might have related to it.  
It will be permissible if you don’t know anything about the item either, as it will be the appraiser’s job to 
verify and/or validate the item in question.  The information requested, i.e., your RSVP, can be sent to 
the History Center using the contact information of Robert Stakeley and Virginia Valentine as provided 
below. 
                                   
Once we have received your information indicating your intent to participate, we will contact you 
directly to discover more information about the item(s), to verify the participant, and to schedule your 
time of appraisal.  We will recommend that you plan to arrive with your item(s) on August 7 at 9:00 am 
before the History Center is open to the general public.  For those of you who are located a distance 
away from the History Center, and who might have a morning obligation, we will also be scheduling 
HCAP appraisals at 2:00 pm.  If you are unable to make it for 9:00 am or 2:00 pm, we can certainly 
schedule another time for you on August 7 that best suits your schedule.  As an HCAP member, and if 
your visit is confirmed and scheduled by us, you will not have to wait in any long lines!
 
KDKA-TV will be present and will be filming your treasures, especially if they meet all of our 
guidelines as outlined above.  However, there is never any guarantee as to whether or not the appraisal 
will eventually be part of the final taping and part of any of the episodes that air on KDKA-TV.  
However, if your item is unique and has a great story, and is taped by the KDKA crew that day, there is a 
great chance that it will air on television!  In fact, many of our HCAP sites / members have been 
featured on “Pittsburgh's Hidden Treasures,” which happens to be KDKA-TVs’ most popular show!
 
We certainly hope that you will take advantage of this very special invitation and will consider 
participating in this fantastic program. 
 
Please do not hesitate to contact either Robert Stakeley or Virginia Valentine if you should have any 
questions or concerns. Call 412-454-6359 or 412-848-6029
 



Woodlawn Cemetery nature walk yields questions about this historic space

Woodlawn Cemetery was officially established February 28, 1903 at 1460 Penn Avenue in 
Wilkinsburg. However, there are some grave stones that date from 1878 and 1882. There are 37 acres of 
rolling hills. There are thousands of graves there, some with gravestones and some are unmarked. 

One of the very first monuments placed in 
Woodlawn Cemetery is the statue of a Civil 
War soldier. It was placed about 1905 and 
originally had two cannons and a pyramid of 
cannon balls in front.

Many notable people are in Woodlawn Cemetery as their final resting place. Among them are:
Vernon Covell - a Wilkinsburg engineer who designed the George Westinghouse bridge and was chief 
engineer in the design of the 6th, 7th and 9th Street bridges over the Allegheny River
John Ralph McDowell - Representative in Congress and editor of the Wilkinsburg Gazette

Frank E. Bingaman - News photographer who started his career in a  studio on Wilkinsburg’s Wood 
Street. In the early 1900s Bingaman captured images of Honus Wagner, Andrew Carnegie, President 
Taft, the 1936 flood in Pittsburgh, and innumerable Pittsburgh events.

Dr. Frank Conrad - Wilkinsburg electrical engineer whose early radio 
experiments led to the first commercial broadcasting and the establishment of 
the first radio station, KDKA.

Note that in 1938 the Lincoln Cemetery of Bedford Avenue in Pittsburgh’s Hill 
district was to be the site for the new Bedford Dwellings housing. This cemetery 
served the African American people of the Hill, and was relatively small, 
measuring 250 feet by 700 feet. The Lincoln Cemetery was dismantled and the 
interred burials were moved to the Woodlawn Cemetery in Wilkinsburg, with a 
marker stating “In Memoriam - Dedicated in honor of the persons who were 
buried in the Lincoln Memorial Cemetery - Bedford Ave. Pgh and whose 
remains were reinterred in this cemetery 1938”

Recently the Nine Mile Run Watershed Association provided an opportunity for interested people to go to 
Woodlawn Cemetery on Penn Avenue. The purpose was a tree identification walk with their Urban 
Forestry Manager,  Jared Manzo. Jared contacted the Wilkinsburg Historical Society to see if we have 
any interesting historical information that he could share with the participants. We actually have scant 
information to share. There are thousands of gravesites there with many stories that need to be discovered 
and researched. PLEASE see what you can do to locate more information and send it to the Society at: 
P.O. Box 17252, Pittsburgh, PA 15235  The following information is all that we had available:



Wilkinsburg Historical Society has a website!
The Wilkinsburg Historical Society has a website to share more information about the history of 
Wilkinsburg.  To visit the site:   wilkinsburghistory.wordpress.com 

Mailing address: Wilkinsburg Historical Society, P.O. Box 17252, Pittsburgh, PA 15235 

We meet at 7:30 PM on the third Monday of months from March through November, usually at the 
South Avenue United Methodist Church in Wilkinsburg. WE HOPE TO SEE YOU THERE!

Wilkinsburg Historical Society yearly dues for the Wilkinsburg Historical Society are:       
$20.00 INDIVIDUAL Member,   $35.00 FAMILY Membership                                                        
$10.00 STUDENT or ASSOCIATE Members (for out of towners who usually can’t attend 
meetings) Please keep your membership dues up to date. 

 

Wilkinsburg Historical Society is involved with preservation projects in the area. Donations are 
appreciated.Please send to: Wilkinsburg Historical Society, P.O. Box 17252, Pittsburgh, PA 15235

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

The Wilkinsburg Sun is a community newsletter about the GOOD news in 
Wilkinsburg. The newsletter is published 10 times a year and the print 
editions can be found at various locations, including the libraries, the 
Borough Building  and the WCDC. 
If you want to ensure that you never miss another issue of  The Sun, go to 
eepurl.com/v0iBP and sign up. You’ll receive a link to each and every issue 
via email -just as soon as they hit the street. 

FREE E-mail subscription to Wilkinsburg’s newsletter, The Wilkinsburg Sun


