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The Wilkinsburg Historical Society will be hold it's next meeting on Monday. September 17,
2001 at 7:30 pm in the Wesley Room of the South Avenue United Methodist Church. Our
program for the evening will be "FaJlingwater - Our Commonwealth Treasure" presented by
another of our members, Jim Richard. Jim's programs are always a treat ~ multi-media events
full of great insights and information. We hope to lots of our members in attendance with plenty
of guests.

Fallingwater is well known to everyone living in Western Pennsylvania. But how much do yOll

know abollt the people who built this grand retreat? Following is bit about Edgar and Liliane
Kautinannlakeu frum the Fallingwater web page.

Edgar Kaufmann 8r.1885-1955

Born in 1885, Edgar Kaufmann Sr, auended Pittsburgh's Shady Side Academy and spent a year
at Yale before beginning his apprenticeship in the field of retailing. His training took him to
Marshall Field's in Chicago. Les Galeries Lafayette in Paris, the Karsstadt in Hamburg, Germany
- and to a general store in nearby Connellsville. Pennsylvania. He served as a first lieutenant in
World War I.
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By 1913, Edgar, at age 28, was effectively running Kaulinann's
Department Store, and reportedly tripled the store's net sales from
$10 million in 1913 to $30 million in 1920. He was instnll1lcntaJ
in founding the Research Bureau for Retail Training in 1918.
During World War n, he served as a consultant to the Office of
Price Administration and campaigned for war bond sales,

Edgar Kaufmann Sr.'s passion was for physical planning, During
the Depression he was active in New Deal public works programs
for Pittsburgh. Kaufmann was a board member of the Pittsburgh
Regional Planning Association, and a charter member of the
Allegheny Conference on Community Development, founded in
1944, which spearheaded joint planning by the private and public
sectors on issues such as flood control. air quality, and
infrastructure. In 1946, the governor of Pennsylvania appointed
him to the newly fonned Urban Redevelopment Authority.

Even today, Piltsburghers remember Edgar Kaufinann as a most charismatic man, fond of social
life, genuinely interested in the lives of his employees. Handsome, fit, he possessed a captiv'\ling
gaze and a rakish scar acquired during a fencing bout in Heidelberg. A profile in Fortune
magazine noted his exceptionally well-modulated voice, the power and beauty of his hands, and
the elegance of his gestures. A philanthropist and patron of the arts, he also loved the outdoors,
and especially enjoyed horseback riding, fishing, and hiking. His death on April 15, 1955 was
headline news in Pittsburgh. The city mourned the loss of its "merchant prince."

Liliaoe S, Kaufmann 1889·1952

Lillian was bom in Pittsburgh and led a shellered childhood in the neighborhood of prosperous
Jewish families in Pittsburgh's Manchester district, which was home to the extended Kaufmann
family. She made full use of her sharp mind, her gift for foreign languages, and her innate sense
of style. (She later changed her name to the more elegant Liliane). She married Kaufmann in
1909. Liliane was a superb hostess who could deftly orchestrate food, setting, and conversation.
The Kaufmann homes reflected their cosmopolitan outlook and frequent travels.

In 1933. Liliane took control of the store's unprofitable 11 th floor and established the Vendome
Shops, named for the elegant Place Vendome in Paris - the address of the Ritz Hotel where she
stayed on her buying trips to Paris, and of the many boutiques in which she shopped for jewelry
and apparel.

Liliane was devoted to public health causes, Her work at Montefiore and Mercy Hospitals
ranged from making policy in the boardroom to wrapping bandages in the emergency room. In
1934, she was elected President of Montefiore Hospital - the first and only female to head the
Board ofTrustees - and she served in this capacity for nine years.

In 1942, she trained for the Red Cross Nurse's Aid Corps at Georgetown Hospital in
Washington, D. C. After completing the course she undertook the fulltime job at Mercy Hospital
in Pittsburgh of helping regular nurses in the emergency department. Shc volunteered for 10
years at Mercy, serving on several committees as well as representing the hospital at Pittsburgh's
Council of Medical Social Service.



Liliane died on September 7, 1952; the next year, Montefiore
Hospital dedicated its new student nurses' school and residence in
her memOly.

She shared her husband's love of outdoors activities. While her
husband relished the challenge of building Fallingwater. it was
Liliane's sensibilities and attention to detail, which brought
elegance to the mountain retreat.
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A Brief Message from Edgar Taylor

AI our October meeting we are required by the By-Laws of the Society 10 vole for the officers for
the next two years. It is a pleasure to announce the slate for ilie officers of the Society

Bill Zimpleman has agreed to move up to the presidency
Elise Moms would accept the position of Vice-President
All the other officers have kindly agreed to continue in their present positions:

Marilyn Karpinski - Recording Secretary
Janet Kettering - Corresponding Secretary
Tim Morris - Treasurer

I feel sure that Bill will ask the present Committee Chainnen to continue doing the fine jobs they
have done.

At our October meeting, please confirm these officers.

Honorary Members?

I have suggested to several members of the Society iliat there should be a grdde of Honorary
Member in the Society. We have a number of valuable, dedicated, members or past members
who now find it difficult to attend the meetings in Wilkinsburg, and for one reason or another
have thought it necessary to drop out of the Society. Over the years they have played a big part
in the success of the Society, and I feel that in some way we need to recognize them and 10 keep
them as part ofour membership.

Do you think this is a good idea? If so, I need your suggestions for the requirements and duties
of such Honorary Members, and the privileges they would enjoy. With these framed and voted
in agreement by the Society, the grade of Honorary Member would then become part of the by
laws of tile Society.

Thank you for considering my suggestion.
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The date for this year's President's Dinner will be November 12, 2001 (that's the
second Monday in November). It will be held at the Ramada Inn, the same location as

lasl year's dinner. Please plan to make your reservations at this month's meeting,
if possible. Cost wiU be the same as last year - $20.00 per person. Choices for dinner

entree will be Stuffed Pork Chop or Chicken Tosca. Lori Bode will be
giving a report on this event at the meeting and can answer any questions.

The time for the festivities has not yet been set.

October meeting
to be held at

Longwood

The Ocrober meeting of the Wilkinsburg
Historical Society will be held at Longwood,
where several of our members now reside.
It was felt that holding a meeting there
would help them feel more a pan of our
organization, since some members find the
trip from Longwood to Wilkinsburg
difficull. If any of you need help with
lransportation to Longwood, please let us
know at this 1110nth's meeting. There should
be plenty of folks making the trip and there
is sure to be someone available to give you a
ride. Hope to see everyone there!
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