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The next meeting of the Wilkinsburg Historical Society will be held on Monday, June 18,2001
at 7:30 pm in the Wesley Room of the South Avenue United Methodist Church. The program for
the evening will be given by David Grubbs, who is Show Chainnan and Treasurer of the Three
Rivers Postcard Club. Mr. Grubbs has been collecting postcards since he was twelve - a period
of 48 years. He has lived most of his life in Edgewood. In fact his mother wrote a history of
Edgewood in 1936. Mr. Grubbs will bring his collection cfover 400 postcards of Wilkinsburg
and will discuss the history of our community via the postcard [annat. He is also on the
appraisal committee for the Three Rivers Postcard Club and wilt be happy to give appraisals of
any postcards you may wish to bring to the meeting. He will not provide written appraisals, but
he can certainly tell you if that old postcard in your drawer or desk is worth more than artistic
beauty or sentimental value. This should be another great meeting to bring along a friend 
maybe they have a 'valuable' postcard. We have had lots of visitors this year and so far we have
added five new members! Last year we had three additions to the Society - keep up the good
work!
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- We have all done it- gone on a trip or vacation; seen and purchased one
of those bright, beautiful, funny or scenic postcards; written a hasty
message; added a stamp; and dropped it a nearby mailbox. We will even
send a postcard home when we know we will arrive before the card can
possibly get to its destination. But do we ever think about the history or
origin of these tiny epistles? In honor of our program this month here is
a brief account of where this most common of vacation items came from
and how it evolved. Most of the information comes from "The Picture
Postcard and its Origins" by Frank Staff, published in 1966.

The picture postcard was not invented. It evolved from the formal visiting cards and decorated
notepaper of an earlier age into an often witty and vivid commentary on the changing attitudes,
events, art, and humor of the succeeding generations. Picture postcards have been mailed in
astronomical numbers, and collected buy thousands of amateur social historians

The genesis of the postcard can be traced to the visiting cards used in the seventeenth and
eighteenth centuries. Well-bred ladies and gentleman who came to call often left small cards
with their names hand lettered and later printed at the homes they visited. With the advent of
playing cards, which were often elaborately printed, gentleman often used these cards with their
names written upon them as calling cards. Soon printers were creating printed cards often
featuring pictures of famous buildings, historic places and country scenes. As these cards were
becoming more.popular printers became aware of the need for fancy papers for letter writing.
Nineteenth-century notepaper decorated with sentimental scenes, patriotic motifs, or comic
drawings, and pictorial cartes-de-visite utilized newly developed and inexpensive techniques to
reproduce photographs of famous people, historical sites, and well-known paintings.

When one comes to think of it, it is obvious that
postcards could not have existed before the
introduction of the penny post in 1840. Despite
the popularity of the canes-de-visite and
decorated notepaper, and the patenting in 1861
of "Lipman's Postal Cards" in America, it
wasn't wltil late in the century that the postcard
craze really began. Postcards, when first
introduced, encountered an astonishing amount
of opposition. Would not the servants read the
messages? Would not people be insulted by a
missive bearing only a ha'penny stamp? The
new cards had no room for the long descriptive
phrases and length expressions of endearment
common 10 the times. There was even less
room when the picture postcard came into
vogue.
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ew attitudes and a revised postal system with cheaper rates contributed to making the informal
postcard - sentimental or comic, artistic or downright bawdy - an acceptable way of keeping in
toucb with family and friends. Once the rage began, however, it swept the European continent.
In Berlin, diners at open-air restaurants would keep a postman busy for hours. buying cards from
his varied stock and mailing them in the letter-box that was strapped to his back. In Paris,
foreign visitors to the tum-of-the-century Exhibition kept back·street dealers of suggestive
postcards busy. And throughout Europe. as well as in America. the fever for sending postcards
was quickly followed by a new epidemic - collecting them.

The craze for collecting cards seems to have begun in the 1890s. An early enthusiast was Queen
Victoria, who commanded a relative to collect them for her. Soon no 'drawing room table' was
complete without one of the special albums in which picture postcards could be preserved. They
took the place of the 'family albums' of photographs dear to the previous generation. Perhaps
the years between 1895 and 1914 saw the heyday of the original picture postcard. The coming of
the telephone made conveying a short message faster and often cheaper than sending a card.

As traveling became more convenient and less costly, the
picture postcard found a new niche in popular culture. Busy
travelers could send home brief messages about their travels
and a view from their vacation destinations. Today every
vacation spot features countless postcards, which can be
purchased at little expense. Today, postcard collecling, like
the collecting of so many items from our past has become
even more popular.

Lincoln Statue Update

The Lincoln Statue Committee is pleased to announce the receipt of three grants from area
foundations. The funds from these grants will be a great help in completing the statue restoration
project. The grants are: From the Dominion Foundation (previously Peoples Gas) - $5,000;
from USX Foundation (previously U. S. Steel) - $5,000 and from PPG Industries - S2,500. Jim
Richard will give us a financial report including some other gifts from local organizations at our
meeting. (fyou haven't yet seen the statue since its return to Penn Avenue, due take the time to
drive or walk by. It is a lovely addition to the area. During the summer landscaping will be
added to the site. Included in that part of the project will be a flowering tree presented by the
Woman's Club of Wilkinsburg in honor of their past members. When completed the statue area
will be a constant reminder of our town's history and the efforts of our society.

There was an article in the Western Pennsylvania History Magazine's Spring 2001 edition about
the statue and its restoration. The article can be found on the last two pages of the magazine. A
copy of the magazine will be available for you to see at the June meeting.
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Start Tbinking About Sbow and Tell

Our "Show and Tell" meeting for this year will be our August 20th meeting.
It is never too early to start thinking about what you can 'bring' 10 this meeting.

Over the past few years we have seen some wonderful items and heard some great stories.
Remember that your 'item' doesn't have to be of great historical significance. You don't even

have to bring a tangible item. Perhaps you could just relate a memory from your past. A
recollection of a time, place or person that stands out in your life can be just as noteworthy as any

object. This evening is always fascinating - so be sure you plan to 'bring' something to share!

One More Volunteer Needed
For Social Hosting

We still need one more hardy soul to
volunteer to act as social host for our July
meeting. Your social chairman has acted as
host for two meetings already this year - our
March and June meetings. We only have
eight meetings each year that require a host.
We must have enough members who are
willing 10 put forth a little effort to provide
refreshments for the evening. Being a host
is easy - you merely purchase the main food
item for the evening - and you are
reimbursed for this cost from the Social
Fund. All olher items are provided by the
Social Chairman. You simply serve as host
and do a little clean up. Please see Linda
Jennings to volunteer.
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