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The next meeting of the Wilkinsburg Historical Society will be held in a different location than
normal. We will be visiting Longwood at Oakmont. Our meeting will be held in the Ballroom in
the Commons Building. Instead of our usual third Monday of the month, we will be meeting on
October 22, 2001. The time is the same, 7 p.m. Peg Davies, a resident of Longwood, is hosting
the meeting. The change of location will allow some of our members who are living at
Longwood, and find it difficult to come to our meetings on a regular basis, to meet with liS again.
The program for the evening will be given by Tom Fusia, who will speak about the Thomas Kerr
Memorial Museum in Oakmont. Mr. Fusia has been instrumental in the creation of the museum.
The Kerr House was given to the Borough of Oakmont by the Kerr family, longtime residents of
the borough. The museum will recreate the life of the average citizen. The Society is inviting all
the residents of Longwood to attend the meeting. As always we invite you to bring quests.
Directions to Longwood are included at the end ofthis newsletter. If you need a ride. please call
Edgar Taylor. There should be plenty of people going from various areas around town, so we
can match you up with someone. See you there!

The newly paved West Railroad Avenue, now Allegheny Avenue

Since we are meeting in Oakmonl this month and our speaker will be talking about a home there.
here is a brief history of the early days of that area. This information came from the book.
"Beginning at a Black Oak: A centennial history of Oakmont 1889-1989".
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The first know human inhabitants of westem Pennsylvania were prehistoric lndians who are
sometimes referred to as the "MoWld Builders" for they left burial mounds scanered throughout
the region. Three burial mounds have been found in Oakmont. One of these mounds was
excavated in 1964 and produced relics such as smoking pipes, ponery, spearheads, and
arrowheads dated back about 2,000 years. By 1726 lraders from eastern Pennsylvania and
Virginia had followed lndians into western Pennsylvania and established scanered lrading posts.

In the fall of 1768, the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania acquired from the Indians the land east
of the Allegheny River as far upstream as Kittanning. Yet, it was not until late in the eighteenth
century that white men settled in what is now Oakmont.

To encourage development of the area, the land was offered for thirteen cents per acre. A buyer
could establish a claim to a tract merely by having it surveyed on his behalf; the purchase price
did not have to be paid until a patent for the tract was obtained from Pennsylvania, and - this was
unusuaJ - patenting could be deferred indefinitely. Such tenns encouraged land speculation
rather than settlement, and that is what happened in the case of the Oakmont area.

Between 1769 and 1787 five men established claims embracing all of present-day Oakmont.
These men held deeds to the properties but never established residences there. Over the ensuing
years much of the land was sold to those who wished to build fanns in the area.

"Beginning at a black oak on the bank of the Allegheny River..." So begins the deed description
of a 234-ac[1I tract of land which Michael Bright, a fifty-two year old farmer, bought from Robert
Elliott on April 2, 1816. With that deed began the community, which was to become Oakmont
seventy-three years later, almost to the day. Bright had moved to Pittsburgh from Lancaster
County two years earlier with his wife and twelve of their sixteen children.

No great rush of settlers joined the Bright family in their new homestead by the river. Not more
than fifteen people were living in the Oakmont area in 1834, when some of the land was sold 10

Jonathan Hulton, who was to be much involved in the development oflhe community and is
remembered today as the man for whom the Hulton Bridge, Hulton Road and the old Hulton Post
Office were named. Jonathan Hulton came to the United States from England in 18I5,Iived for
a number of years in Pittsburgh, and was naturalized just two years before he bought his
Oakmont tract of land.

By the middle of the nineteenth century much of the land the earliest settlers had accumulated
had been broken up into smaller tracts as the settlers died and their land was parceled out to
heirs. The second generation of settlers continued to clear the land and farm, as their fathers had
done before them. Their concern went beyond the land, however. These first descendants
established and nurtured institutions, which helped them change what had been little more than a
riverside settlement into a community.

For instance, they built the first school building in Oakmont, a two-story, two-room structure at
410 College Avenue, which was used until 1890. In 1856 eleven residents fonned the first
organized church in the Oakmont area. At first the group held serviced in the schoolhouse or in
members homes. In 1858 they built a church. By that time the group had become the Valley
United Presbyterian Church. By December 1877 the congregation had grown to 122 members.
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A laler VIew of Ihe Oakmont railroad statIon

Between 1850 and 1889, when Oakmont was incorporated as a borough, it gradually changed
from an agrarian community into a semi-residential, semi-industrial one. The most important
factor in that transfonnation was the building of the Allegheny Valley Railroad from its
Pittsburgh depot at Pine Street to Kittanning in 1853-56. The railroad passed through what was
to become Oakmont and had a significant economic and social impact on the area.

That year also marked the beginning of the area's industrialization. In 1870 the Agnew Glass
Company moved from Pittsburgh to a site in the Oakmont area. Three years later the Verona
Tool Works followed suite.

On May 10, 18971, about 1.500 people lived in the Oakmont-Verona area. and the borough of
Verona was incorporated by the Pennsylvania legislature. The Oakmont area was the borough's
second ward. In December 1886, a group of citizens asked the Court of Quarter Sessions of
Allegheny County to fonn that area into a new borough called Oakmont. At first Verona
objected, but later withdrew its objection; in fact. Verona's borough council passed a resolution
endorsing the request.

Finally, on March 4, 1889, the court decreed that Verona's second ward be incorporated as the
Borough of Oakmont. At that time the borough had a population of a little over l,600. A year
later the population was 1.678.
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DIRECTIONS TO LONGWOOD

From Allegheny River Boulevard (heading north).
tum right (east) onto Hulton Road. Continue on
Hulton road about 1.3 miles, it will tum into Cox
Comb Road. Continue another.8 miles to Longwood.
Take the second right to the Commons Building.
There is a circular drive in front of the building. You
can park on the drive. The Ballroom is located off to
the left when you enter the building.
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This year's President's Dinner will be November 12,2001 at the Ramada
Inn, the same location as last year's dinner. Please plan to make your

reservations as soon as possible. Cost will be $20.00 per person.
Choices for dinner entree will be Stuffed Pork Chop or Chicken Tosca.

The program will be given by the Pittsb~rgh History and Landmarks
Foundation. They will present a slide show on Pittsburgh's lndusLriaJ

Past. Lori Bode will be collecting money and making reservations at the
meeting.

We are now members of the
Pittsburgh History and
Landmarks Foundation

The Society has became a member of the
Pittsburgh History and Landmarks
Foundation. One of the privileges of being a
member of the Foundation is the availability
of prepackaged programs. This means any
member of our group who would like to do a
program for us can get a slide presentation
complete with narrative, study it a bit and
present it for our group. This service could
certainly help Elise Moms with our
programming needs. It could also be a fun
activity for our members. Elise will have a
list of the programs available at the meeting
so you can look over the topics and think
about being a speaker for our group next
year. Over the years several of our members
have presented programs and they have been
great. This is your opportunity to join the
fun!
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