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The Wilkinsburg Historical Society will meet on June 19,2000 at 7:30 PM in the Wesley Room of the
South Avenue United Methodist Church. This month's speaker will be Arthur Parker, author of the
book, "17le Monongahela; River of Dreams, River of Sweat." The book was published by the
Pennsylvania State University Press. Books will be available for purchase at the meeting. They would
make wonderful gift for anyone interested in Pittsburgh area history or culture. Christmas isn't that far
away so think of your shopping Jist and buy now. The evening should be a wonderful opportunity to
learn about tbis essential part ofPittsburgh and her history. As usual guests are most welcome.

• • • • • • •

There was a marvelous article in the Pittsburgh Post-Gazette East section about Mr. Parker and his
book. The following is taken from that article, a review of the book by Bob Hoover and from the book
itself.

he Monon
RIVER or DRCAMS, RIVER Of SWEAr

" An uncommon wealth of
information about our region." - by
Bob Hoover, Post-Gazette Book Editor.

The Monongahela River is a short (128-mile)
stretch of water flowing through mostly rural,
lightly populated country, but it's an essential
pan of Western Pennsylvania's industrial
heritage.

As the main transportation link for the Man
Valley, the river brought the raw materials in
and finished products out for the once-mighty
steel industry. It continues today as a major
route for barges canying everything from coal
for power plants to salt for wintry roads.

Now, Arthur Parker, fOll11er executive with
Waterways Association of Pittsburgh, has
written the history of the Man, accompanied
by a collection of handsome photos and
illustrations.

It might be the next best thing to riding a tow
from West Virginia to the Point.



Archives June 2000 Page 2

American Rivers captured people's imaginations long before the days of Mark Twain. Nature's
original highways, they have flowed through the history of our country, spawning settlements along
their banks and trying together the social and economic bonds on which we have built a nation. In this
respect, the Monongahela River - the Mon - has been first among equals.

In its many lives the Monongahela has been, in turn, a goal for immigrants looking for a new and better
way of life. a place to settle or a jumping-off point for settlers and pioneers, and the home of early
trading centers. It became a River of Sweat. a working river in a valley where work ethic dominated.
The Man was home of the first commercial riverboat-builders in America - from flatboats to ships that
sailed the Atlantic. The steamboat industry started along its banks. And coal was mined throughout its
valley and shipped on its waters, preparing the way for the Monongahela Valley to become the steel
capital of the world.

Many rivers could claim some of these distinctions, but only the Mon had all of them.

During the 1980's. the Monongahela Valley was on the decline, and for a very short time so too the use
of the Mon. However. it never lost the distinction of being the hardest-working river in the country.
and now traffic on the Mon is on the rise again. New things are happening along its banks, and the
future of the Mon Valley is brightening. It is still a River of Sweat and will continue to be such. The
Monongahela River is pan of the brighter future.

Preface from Ihe book.
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The Monongahela River in Western Pennsylvania, one of three rivers that meet at the Golden Triangle
in Pittsburgh, has a rich history associated with the westward expansion of the nation during the
colonial ear and with the development of America as an industrial power beginning in the nineteenth
century.
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It is a river that has seen many phases of human usc. Given
its present-day spelling by George Washington, the
Monongahela became the "river of dreams" for pioneers who
trekked over the Allegheny Mountains, some staying to settle
and stan trading businesses, others moving on to migrate
farther west. Beginning in the 17905 the river became borne
to a major shipbuilding industry, which turned out everything
from flatboats to steamboats. Brownsville, one of the centers
of this industry, produced the first steamboat to make a full
round-trip on the Mississippi River - the same boat that
General Andrew Jackson commandeered in New Orleans to
belp defeat the Britisb.

Other industries began to develop along with shipbuilding.
Albert Gallatin opened a glass factory at New Geneva.
Millsboro had a gristmill, a sawmill, and an ironworks. The
growing need for coal as fuel, first in home heating and then

in industry, spurred the building afloeles and dams to make the river more navigable for towing and
also gave rise to more urban development in the Mon Valley. After the Civil War the making of steel
began, and Andrew Carnegie built his first steelmill in Braddock in 1872. He later acquired facilities
in other towns, such as Homestead (where the bloody strike occurred in 1892), to create a 37-mile
continuous plant tied together by the river, making the Monongahela the Ruhr of the United Slates - a
true "river of sweat." Towboats played an important role in this development.

In the I980s, when the steel belt became the "rust belt,"
towns in the Mon Valley went into decline, entering yet
another period of transition to an economic future still
uncertain but encouraged by signs of new development, with
industrial parks opening and recreational use of the river
growing.

From the flyleaf of the hook.

Mr. Parker was 6 years old when he experienced his frrst ride
on a stemwheeler steamboat during a Sunday school
excursion. "I remember the old calliope make a lot of noise,"
he said, recalling how he and his mother boarded the Homer
Smith at an old cobblestone wharf near the Smithfield Street
Bridge. "It was playing music. But to me it was just a lot of
noise."

As the boat headed down the river, the two climbed to the top deck where, in his mind's eye. Parker
still can see black smoke belching skyward.

From the Pittsburgh Post-Gazette
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Lincoln Statue Funds Still Needed
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The fund drive for the rehabilitation of the Abe Lincoln statue is progressing.
At last months meeting, Mr. Richard announced that the funds from a previous drive had been

donated to the current fund. The Wilkinsburg Library has located a fund 'jug' on its main desk and
residents are slowly filling it with coins and bills. Ifyou haven't donated toward this special
project. please consider sending a check. The Lincoln statue has been a part of Wilkinsburg

History since 1916. For generations of Wilkinsburg residents the statue is a symbol of our lOwn.
Lets all help lo preserve it and see it once again upon its pedestal and looking over our town.

Guess Who?

These two individuals are past or present
officers of the Wilkinsburg Historical
Society. Both are also long time members.
Can you guess who they are
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