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The first meeting of the Wilkinsburg Historical Society for the year 2000 (l would say the new
millennium, but it isn't the new millennium) will be held on March 20, 2000 at 7:30 pm in the Wesley
Room of the South Avenue United Methodist Church. Our program for the evening will be Robert L.
Digby of the Historical Society of Western Pennsylvania who will give a program entitled "A Place in
History". The slide and lecture program will give an overview of the Society. its new building, and
why people should come to the Senator John Heinz Pittsburgh Regional History Center. Mr. Digby is
a member of the Education Division at the History Center and is the Coordinator of Volunteers. He is
a native Pittsburgher whose family has deep roots in the City and Western Pennsylvania. Mr. Digby is
a most entertaining speaker and a veritable storehouse of knowledge on the subjects of the History
Center and the region of Pittsburgh. We hope to see all our members on Monday night and please
bring a friend and invite them to become a member.

Senator John Heinz Pittsburgh Regional History Center

New Entrance for our Meetings

Now that spring is approaching the South Avenue Methodist Church is having the stairs at the back of
the church reconstructed. You will Dot be able to enter the church as you have done in the past (as of
this writing the old stairs have already been removed). The church asks that we enter through the frout
entrances to the Church on South Avenue. We will have someone at the doors on the West Cloister,
the one nearest to Wood Street. We will try to have someone also stationed at the back stairs that lead
into the room near the kitchen area. You may want to park nearer to the South Avenue entrances in the
future. It will mean a bit more walking for some of us, although once you enter the church you will be
much nearer to the Wesley Room. Either way, a little exercise is good for us all.
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I want to take this opportunity to thank you very muchfor electing me to be your president.
As I look back over the list of the past, distinguished, presidents I feel very honored indeed
but with a high sense ofresponsibility.

I feel compelled to comment on the tragedy which took place in Wilkinsburg on Wednesday,
March 1, though I have struggled as to what to say to you the Society. My concern is that
this will again produce a fear of coming into Wilkinsburg, which we saw not too many
years ago when many ofthe other organizations elected to move out ofthe Borough.

Those of us who have been following the newspapers and TV accounts have been
overwhelmed by all the attention locally and nationally - positive but so much negative 
which our Borough has received because ofthe act ofone mad man.

But how very positively the whole community has reacted to this wanton act ofviolence has
shown howfar we have grown and advanced since those dark days not too many years ago.
Positive actions immediately implemented by many in the community have done much to
start to heal the wounds, and have brought the community even closer together.

Our police are to be highly commended for the restraint with which they reacted. It is
noteworthy how people of the Borough came together to give support to each other. There
are many positive stories that will come out with time.

I hope you have read the article, entitled "Acts ofKindness", about the sixth grade class of
Kelly School, which appeared in the Pittsburgh Fast-Gazette on Friday, March 3. This
article particularly touched me. Only a few days before, as your president I attended a
meeting with the teacher, Mr. Fat Gribbon, and others about a p,·ogram, "Random Acts of
Kindness". This pr-ogram was begun in 1993 to "encourage the children to carry out good
deeds in the Wilkinsburg community as well as to become mote actively involved", and
"how to make good behavioral choices when they are faced with life's problems."

The article points out that, rather then becoming "panicky" when they heard the news about
the shooting, the students consoled one another with hugs and kind works until their
patents came to get them. As Mr. Gn'bben pointed out to them, that was "a random act of
kindness."

A present goal of this program is make these sixth grade students - mostly children ofcolor
- aware ofthe history ofWilkinsburg by their interviewing some ofour "old-time" residents
(some ofus have already volunteered), writing up the results 0/their interviews, and then to
write and act in a play about the Borough's history.

Please come to support our Society by attending our meetings regularly. Seek out new
members. Let not this one incident after so many years ofgood rebuilding keep you away.
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As we start another exciting year of our Society I also want to thank all the officers who
have accepted their positions. Without their support the work of the Society would not go
forward. Also, I thank those of you who accepted my request to continue in the committee
chairs. Your efforts are also very importantfor the continuation and growth of the Society.
Janet Kettering has agreed~ after a year~s absence~ to take on the post of corresponding
secretary. Thank you, Janet. My thanks also go to Nancy Richardfor filling this capacity
until Janet accepted the position.

Elise Morris has begun to put together again a very interesting set of programs fo,· the
coming year. I know we all look forward to her wonderful choice of speak..·s and
programs. We will be meeting soon with Bill Zimplemanfor the new directory. Most likely
by the time you read this, Jim Richard will have called together a meeting of those parties
interested in repairing and placing the Abe Lincoln statue. I am sure Joel Minnigh will
welcome your ideas /01' the vignettes which have been such an important addition to our
meetings.

See you all 011 March 20.

Edgar R. Taylor

Something New in Programming

The Wilkinsburg Public Library, along with 12 other Eastern Area libraries, is please to armounce the
arrival ofBi-Folkal Kits, These kits provide captivating, infonning and stimulating activities for older
adults. Focusing on reminiscence, remembering and reflecting, all of the kits can be used with any
group of adults. Each kit is designed to unlock remarkable stories, humorous anecdotes, and first
person accounts of history, experience and life.

Each Bi-FolkalKit comes in a bag and has the same basic design. Inside each piece has been chosen to
bring back memories and encourage the sharing of experiences and ideas in the folk tradition. Each kit
contains a program manual, slides, audiocassettes, video, picture set, props, sing-along booklets,
master copies of various activities, and much more to provide hours of programming.

Any of the kits can be borrowed through the Wilkinsburg Library for a period of 30 days to allow you
to acquaint yourself with the materials and plan your programming. Kits are available on topics
including: Remembering - Automobiles; Christmas; The Home Front; Music; Pets; School Days;
African American Lives; Summertime; Train Rides; Home; Birthdays; 1924; Fun & Games; Fann
Days; Fashion; Fall; County Fairs; and Work Life. There are smaller kits available on an additional
array of subjects. These kits also include video, slides, audio cassettes and other materials. If you are
looking for a new and fun program for any group either for you to give or to suggest for someone else
why not give these a try!
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As in past years the Social Committee Chairman will be looking for volunteers to host the
refreshments for each meeting. We've been doing fairly well. but could use a few more people
to act as hosts. The job is simple, you need only purchase the main food item for the meeting:
cookies, cake, etc. and you will be reimbursed for this purchase. All the other items necessary

will be supplied by the social chairman. You will only need to make some beverages the evening
of the meeting, serve the goodies and do some easy clean-up. Once again this year we will

be asking for a "donation" to the Social fund of$S.OO per person - that's $10.00 for a couple. This
year be courageous and serve as a host. A sign-up sheet will be available at the March meeting.

Guess Who?

These women are both members of our
society. Both graduated from Wilkinsburg
High School - although not in the same
year. Can you guess who they are?

Willkinsburg
Historical Society

Officers and
Committee Chairman

2000

Committee Chairmen 2000
President: Edgar Taylor
Vice-President: W-illiam Zimpleman
Recording Secretary: Marilyn Karpinski

Corresponding Secretary Janet Kettering
Treasurer: Tim Monis
Membership: Marian Thompson
Social: Linda Jennings
Program: Elise Morris
Publicity: Olive Wepfer
Lincoln Statue: Jim Richard
Transportation: Edgar Taylor
Vignettes: Joel Minnigh
Custodian ofPapers: William Zimpleman
President's Dinner: Lori Bode
Dues: $15/yr individual; $25/yr family
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