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The last regular meeting for the year 2000 of the Wilkinsburg Historical Society will be held on
Monday, October 16,2000 at 7:30 PM in tbe Wesley Room of the South Avenue United Metbodist
Church. November's meeting is the President's Dinner. Please be sure to get your reservations in for
the dinner. The October meeting will be our annual "Show and Tell." As always you are encouraged
to bring somelhing to talk about. Over the years we have had some truly marvelous items. These
items don't have to be of great historic value. Even if the item just has some personal nostalgia, the
group will enjoy it. Something from your past may bring forth some memories for others. Please
bring something along and join in the fun! We always encourage guests and this would be a great
meeting to bring along a friend. They could also bring something to show!

* * * * * * *

WE HAVE ALL visited the Wilkinsburg Borough Building and climbed the stairs between the second
and third floors. On that journey we pass a huge painted mural. But how often do we stop to look at
that mural and think. about the history of our town that it depicts? Do you know who painted the
mural? Have you stood to look at the many parts of our town's history that are featured there? The
following is a newspaper article from September 18, 1945 that was written as the mural was being
dedicated. The next time you walk up those stairs, see if you can find all these parts of the painting.
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Dedications of one part or another ofLhe new $400.000 Town Hall are still coming one on top of the
other. First. it was the building itself. Then last summer. the huge bronze plaques bearing the names
of all of the community's 2.500 war veterans were dedicated, and now it's to be a huge mural painted
by a young artist of the W. P A. project.

The mural, which has just recently been completed by a Wilkinsburger, Harold Carpenter, has been
painted on the wall of the staircase between the second and third floors. Approximately eight feel by
twenty feet in size, the mural was many weeks in the making, and depicts the town's history from early
days until the present. It is aptly entitled 'The History of Wilkinsburg."

Completed but for a frame, and perbaps indirectligbt, the paintiag will be dedicated sbanly. Council
President George Siefers is making the arrangements, although no definite date has been set.

A vast panorama of alllhat has gone before in Wilkinsburg's eventful community life, the painting
starts by picturing a trapper and a pair of Indians; then there is Sam Rippey's famous tavern, the first
oasis around here for the thirsty and weary travelers; and the Seven Mile Stone and old Beulah Church
at the Bullock Pens which has been the mother of so many of the community's houses of worship.
And then there is the traditional 'coach and four."

Spanning the years, the painting shows the main line of the Pennsylvania Railroad passing through
over the elevated tracks, which came in about 1912; the new trolley car is seen plying its way; the
healing work of Columbia Hospital is depicted. and towering over the center is the steeple of a church,
symbolic of the Christian influence over this community of homes.

In the background can be seen the old grist mill. near Penn and Coal; the Penn Lincoln Hotel and the
Shields bu.ilding are there too; Penn Avenue hill and the two highways go winding out over the rolling
hillsides; Graham field is shown and the school children are seen on their way to their classes.

Deep in the back is the bustling Westinghouse plant. the George Westinghouse Bridge and the fire
belching smokestacks of the vast Carnegie-Illinois plants in Rankin and Braddock.

It is full of meaning to Wilkinsburg - 160 busy years condensed by an artist's brush on a few square
feel of wall.
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Not a great deal is known about the artist who painted the mural. An article from the Wilkinsburg
Gazette of June 23, 1966 provides some information about his life and untimely death.

Borough's Mural Artist Dead at 63

For more than a quarter of a century the Wilkinsburg mural in the staircase of the Municipal Building
between the second and third floors has been admired by many thousands of visitors.

This week the mural artist was found dead in his automobile in a wooded section along South Montour
Road in Hampton Township. He was Harold "Dutch" Carpenter, 63, of Peralta Street, Northside. A
native of Wilkinsburg, he had been in ill health for many months.

In his youth and young manhood here he was a popular baseball player and athlete. Always artistic, he
painted and carved. His paintings were of both landscape and portrait identity. He could carve small
articles out of fruit, nuts and seed, wood, billiard balls, etc., and each item was skillfully done. A very
handsome man, he worked at various jobs around town. He was called upon, because of his natural
talent, to paint the mural for the Wilkinsburg Municipal Building, and it has stood up well since 1940,
although from time to time some pencil and crayon markings appear on the bottom where small hands
may reach fTom the stairway leading to the Children's Library.

"Dutch" Carpenter was a suicide, according to county authorities. He was the husband of Marie
Lemmon Carpenter, step-father of Ralph Helman, brother ofMrs. Lisobel Boyd, and surviving also are
seven grandchildren.

• • • • • •

The Society recently received a note in the mail with a donation toward the restoration of the Lincoln
statue. The committee thought you might enjoy reading it. ....

Wilkinsburg Historical Sociery,

I was sony to hear that the statue of Abraham Lincoln was vandalized.
Gladyou fire restoring it. Enclosed pleasefind llry check to go in the project.

My father was one of the school children that saved pennies for the statue.

I didn't know there was an historical sociery. Do you have airy kind of
museum?

I have a copy of the 1937 Go/dell Jubilee publicatioll that be/ollged to my
mother.

Joalllle Moll'!)'
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This year's President's Dinner will be held on November 13,2000 at 6:00 p.m. in the Ramada Inn,
the same location as last year. The cost of the dinner will be $20.00 per person. Dinner selections

are Orange Roughy or Stuffed Pork Chop. We will be in the room on the lower level.
The program for the evening will be given by Bill Spoonhoward who will speak about

Toys from Christmas Past. If you have not yet made reservations for the dinner please see either
Lori Bodi or Tim Morris for reservations and to pay for your dinner. November will be upon us

before you know it so make arrangements to attend this grand occasion today!

Archives "Extras"

You will find some 'extra' enclosures in this
month's archives. Here is a brief explanation
of them.

First, a page about proposed changes to our
by-laws from Edgar Taylor, our president.
Please look over these changes, we will be
voting on them at the October meeting. If
you don't have a copy of the by-laws, we
will have some available at the October
meeting.

Next, you are invited to be a part of the
November Archives. Since our next
meeting will be the President's Dinner the
subject matter for the next archives will be
our Society's version of the speakers
program: "Toys from Christmas Past." In
this month's mailing you will fmd a form to
fill out about your favorite Christmas toy.
Please take a moment to fill it out and return
it La Linda Jermings at the October meeting.
Or you can drop it off at the Library. Next
month you can learn about the toys that have
made members over the years!
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