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The Seplember meeting of the Wilkinsburg Historical Society will be held on Monday,
September 20,1999 at 7:30 p.m. in the Wesley Room of the South Avenue Methodist Church. Once
again, our program will feature our members. The Banle of Bushy Run wHi be the subject of the
evening's program, which will be given by Jim Richard. As in the past, Jim will have slides and plenty
of knowledge to share. The long summer is over and our last few meetings of this year are upon us 
hope to see YOU there. As always guests are most welcome.

Once again, the Wilkinsburg Public Library provided some insights into the background for our
monthly program. This time a lillie treasure of a book called simply 'The Battle of Bushy Run" by C.
M. Bomberger was found quietly sitting on the shelves. The book was published in 1928 by the
Jeannette Publishing Company, of Jeannene Pennsylvania On the title page Mr. Bomberger refers to
this battle as "The most decisive victory in all hislory gained by the White Man over the American
Indian. This slight sixty-four-page book or monograph as the author calls it contains information nol
only on the battle. but also on the history of the relations between the White man and indians
Lhroughout the Pennsylvania area It also contains drawings and briefnotes on other topics relevant to
the subject The next time you are in the Library why nol "check il out" - the Library also has a copy
of the book. which Marian Thompson reviewed in June. The following is the first chapter of the book.
which lays out some background of the times and their inherent problems.

III III

A stone on a Great Divide changed the direction of a rivulet on its way to become a majestic
river and to the sea....

A soldier's stratagem on a hill top surrounded by indians broke the dam thai threatened to
deflect the flow ofcivilizalion into another channel ....

White settlement and development of all American territory westward of the Allegheny
mountains hung in the balance.... The number of combatants was few .... But how potent it was in
changing the complexion of ''the westward course of empire..!....

The strategic victory of Colonel Henry Bouquet at Bushy Run. now in Penn township,
Wesbnoreland County, PeWlSylvania, takes its place in irnponance beside Hastings, Waterloo, Quebec
and Gettysburg....

•
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Penn's treaty with the Indians Wlder the elm al Shackamaxon, io 1682 purchased from the,
Lenape a great plot of land, and the Red Men agreed to "live in love with William Penn and his
children as long as the SWl and moon shall give lighl".

There were no written words, but this sacred treaty made on a belt of wampum was kept
unbroken for years. _.. Thus eastern Pennsylvania was freed from the danger of Indian Wars.... The
"Holy Experiment" worked....

However, the Lenape Indians, the original name of the Delawares, later became the nucleus of
the hordes, which drenched in blood western Pennsylvania, the Ohio valley and the Great Lakes
district.. ..

The period of Indian hostility did not end until the Treaty of Anthony Wayne at Greenville,
Ohio, in 1795 .... While some of the worst wars on the frontiers of Pennsylvania came after the Battle
of Bushy Run was fought, it ended the conspiracy of Pontiac and taught the Indians a much needed
lesson.... Bouquet's victory at Bushy Run prevented the blotting out of Anglo·Saxon civilization west
of the mountains...

Even before the advent of the White Man the Six Nations of New York were continually at war
with the Catawbas and other Indians.... Marauding panies passed lhrough the territory of the Lenape
in "Penn's Woods" and there frequent clashes took place.... The Iroquois, of the Six Nations, despised
the Delawares because they remained more or less neutral in these clashes....

Furthermore, when the Delawares moved from the region of the Delaware River to Wyoming
valley 10 make room for Penn and his senlers, Ihe Iroquois felt thaI some of their land had been
appropriated by the Red emigrants.... This was evidenced when the "Walking Purchase" took another
big slice of Indian land in 1737 for the province of Pennsylvania.... This "Walk" proved an expensive
real estate deaL ... The Delawares had little conception of ·'title to land" as understood by the White
Man, and their hunting grounds were being despoiled! ....

In 1742 when a council was htld with the Indians at Philadelphia, Canassatego, an Iroquois
chief, further stung to the quick the Lenape by calling them "women" and advising them to leave the
lands which were not theirs in any event...

Conrad Weisner, famous Indian commissioner of colonial times, recognized the power of the
Iroquois and leaned toward their viewpoint, realizing that their aid was needed to curb the rapidly
rising flood of influence being exerted by the French in the north and west. ...

The spark of misunderstanding that was to become a conflagration of hate was being fanned by
dislruSt.. ..

The bell of wampum which had been given 10 William Penn by the Delawares and which was
"not sworn to and Never Broken" and the "League of Amity" were but mere memories....

William Penn was dead.... All of the Indian chiefs with whom he had made the treaty were
dead .... And the love each had expressed for the other was dead ....

The Indian, who had been treated with kindness and with justice, but had lost his home on the
Delaware in the process, again was told to move on....

Love was in his heart as he moved from the shores of the Delaware.... But now he met the
demand to "go hence" from the Wyoming with a tomahawk in his hand and hatred in his heart against
the White Man, who had defrauded him.... and who allowed his ancient enemy, the Iroquois, to sneer
at him.

Love had become hate ....
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Upon the death of William Penn in 1718, Penn's three sons by his second marriage inherited
his estate but none of his honesty. In 1737 PelUlSylvania authorities "found" the infamous Walking
Purchase agreement, a treaty supposedly signed in 1686 in which the Lenape ceded the land between
the junction of the Delaware and Lehigh Rivers as far west as a man could walk in a day and a half
(about 40 miles). This was bad enough, but Penn's son Thomas, hired three of the fastest men in the
colony and offered a prize to the one who could cover the greatest distance. Runnillg on a prepared
path. the winner went twice the distance the Delawares bad anticipated which cost them most of the
Lehigh valley. Realizing they had been cheated the Delaware expected the Iroquois to defend their
interests, but the Iroquois were furous that the Delaware had signed such a treaty without their
permission. Pennsylvania also took. the precaution of bribing lIle Iroquois to stay angry and enforce
the agreement.

• • • • • •
Wampum

The currency of the American Indians, know as ''wampum:' consisted of cylindrical fragments
of quahaug, whelk, and periwinkle shells, rubbed smooth on stones and strung on fine strands of skin.
The white beads were generally rated at only half the value of the purple beads, made from quahaug or
hard clam.

A six-foot string was worth from five to ten shillings. Wampum was the accepted medium of
trade with the Indians until well into the IS Ih century, and a belt of wampum was given to bind every
treaty. Necklaces and bells of wampum also were used as ornaments.

Oftentimes the story of lhe incident surrounding the giving of the belt of wampum or some
other legend was worked into lhe design of the "Indian mODey."

Colonel Henry Bouquet

Henry Louis Bouquet (he seldom used his middle name) was one of
seven brothers. Born in 1724 in Switzerland he entered the service
in Holland in 1736. Afterwards he passed into the service of the
Piedmont, where his brilliant career and intelligence attracted the
Prince of Orange, who invited him to command a company of his
guard. During the leisure hours of garrison duty, he cultivated the
sciences, and later joined the British services. Since the Royal
American corps was made up of Gennans and Swiss, an Act of
Parliament authorized the appointment of foreign Protestants who
had served abroad as officers or engineers.



September 1999

Happy 100'" Birthday!
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The Wilkinsburg Public Libnuy celebrated its IOO~ Binhday on September 11, 1999.
The Libnuy started as one tiny room wilb 1500 volumes in Ibe McNair School. The libnuy
will be having special Centennial Programs throughout 1999. A commemorative booklet

is being created for Ibe occasion. A Centennial Banquet will be held on Friday, September 24~
atlbe Holiday Inn. If you are interested in anending please call Linda Jennings at 244-2940 before

September 17 for more infonnation or to make reservations. Cost of the dinner is $15.00 per person.

Goodbye to a
Dear Friend

As most of you may know Marjorie
Michaux passed away recently. A long time
member of the Historical Society and
member of countless other clubs and
organizations in Wilkinsburg and its
surrounding areas, Marjorie brought joy
with her whereever she went. We will all
miss her bright smite, ready wit, sense of
style and delightful view of life. MaIjorie's
willingness to share her time and knowledge
with others made her a great asset to our
community. She will be sorely missed!
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