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"/ have often thought that nothing would do more extensive good at small expense than the
establishment ofa small circulating library in every county, to consist of a few well-chosen books, to
be lent to the people of the county, under such regulations as would secure their safe return in due
time" - TIlOMAS JEFFERSON

McNAIR SCHOOL

In 1899 the people of Wilkinsburg took these words to heart and established a lending library in
the McNair School. In 1999 the Wilkinsburg Public Library is celebrating its Centennial with a year nf
celebration. The May meeting of the Wilkinsburg Historical Society will be held at 7:30 pm on
Monday, May 17" at the library on the second floor of the Wilkinsburg Borough building, 605 Ross
Avenue. The evenings program "A briefhistnry of the Wilkinsburg Public Library", will be given by
Linda Jennings, Society member and the Associate Librarian at Wilkinsburg. Society members will be
given an opportunity to walk around the library and visit its new pride and joy, the Pennsylvania
History Resource Center. The newest room in the library was completed in 1998 and houses most of
the books and files relating to area history. It alsn provides a place for the library to display its
collection of historic house models made by the WPA. Whether you are a regular patron of the library
or a first time visitor you are sure to see or learn something new. We will also be hosting a very
special 'guest' - the Lincoln statue. You will have a chance to see the condition of the statue and to
better understand the repairs which are needed. As always, additional guests are most welcome.
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As part of the Centennial celebration a collection of remembrances of the library's past are
being solicited. We would love to hear some stories from Society members at our meeting. The
library recently received the following letter, perhaps it will give you some ideas:

''My ftrst recollections of the library go back to the mid-1920's..... J remember walking to the
library on Pennwood Avenue. The library was on the second floor, and I walked up a narrow staircase
which should have turned the fire chiers hair snow white, but I can only suppose he didn't have much
time to read books.

At the top of the stairs on the left was a door to the Westinghouse Club. Although I never went
through that door, I have been told that, among other activities, the club had a series of travel lectures
much like the ones sponsored by the Y.W.C.A., at Wilkinsburg High School later and in recent years at
The Carnegie. At that time a large proportion of the male population of Wilkinsburg worked for
Westinghouse.

On the right at the top of the stairs was the library. The children's section was in a partially
secluded area probably measuring about twenty by ten feet. I would sit on one of the little kindergarten
chairs (I was pretty small, but not, I think quite that small), and try to make an almost impossible
choice from among the great wealth of riches. My favorite author at that time, or at least the one I
remember best, was Jules Verne. I think I read several of his books, which I obviously enjoyed or I
wouldn't have lugged them home, but I no longer would list science fiction among my first choice of
literature.

I remember the librarian was an elderly gentleman named Mr. Evans, who was usually holed up
in his private office in one comer. He was probably trying to wade through the mountain of paper
work which dogged librarians for thousands of years, but J doubt that he had to cope with much from
the government.

Mr. Evan's principal aid was a nice old lady with long hair in coronet braids. Her name
escapes me now. She was probably only about fifty years old, which seemed ancient to me then, but I
now regard as the prime of life. Although we were not exactly afraid of her, no one would have dared
try to get away with any even minor commotion.

In the summer the library was closed for four weeks for vacation and the annual cleaning. In
preparation for this each card holder was pennitted to take out four books to give the staff an
opportunity to dust the shelves.

.. .1 am more than grateful to all of you and wish you great success in all your plans. I
graduated from Pitt without ever darkening the door of the Hillman Library because I had The
Wilkinsburg Library and my own library at home. I well remember the time many years ago when the
government made an evaluation of all the libraries in Allegheny County, and our library came in No.2,
second only to the Carnegie Library in Oakland. I was proud then, and I still am. This evaluation was
based not on the quantity of books in its collection, but on the quality. Ours had the books every
library should have. I don't believe Danielle Steel was on the list."

Ruth D. Simpson
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The library will have on display
some interesting pictures and
artifacts from the past. One
fascinating relic is this card from
the library's earliest days. Also on
display will be an aerial photograph
of Wilkinsburg taken in 1958. You
will be amazed at how much our
city had changed over the years.

"In Books lies the soul ofthe whole Past Time; the articulate audible voice ofthe Past, when the body
and material substance of it has altogether vanished lilce a dream. . ... All that Mankind has done,
thought, gained or been: it is lying as in magic preservation in the pages of Books. They are the
chosen possession ofmen. CARLYLE

"[go into my library, and all history rolls before me. I breathe the morning air althe world while the
scent of Eden's roses yet lingered in it. .. I see the pyramids building; J hear the shoutings of the
armies ofAlexander. ... J sit as in a theatre - the stage is time, the play is the play ofthe world. ..

ALEXANDER SMITH

• • • • • • • • • • • • • •
Tour of Wilkinsburg Churches

On Sunday, May 23" you will have an opportunity to tour many of Wilkinsburg's Church buildings.
The tour hours are from 2:00 pm unli15:00 pm. Begin your tour at the Wilkinshurg Borough Building
where tickets for the event will be available. A donation of$5.oo per person or $7.00 per family is
requested. Leaflets will be handed out to tour members describing each church and listing any special
events. The tour will be self-guided allowing you to visit those buildings which hold the most interest
to you. You should be able to walk to many of the churches. Maps will be provided. This is a great
chance to see inside some of the buildings you may pass every day but have never visited.
Wilkinsburg was known for many years as the "City of Churches" and, indeed, it earned the name;
more than 30 churches are found within the 2.2 square miles of the borough. Churches taking part in
the tour include: Christian Church of Wilkinsburg, Covenant Church of Pittsburgh, Ethan Temple
Seventh Day Adventists, First Church of Christ, Scientist, Miffiin Avenue Methodist Church,
Mohammed's Mosque, Mulberry United Presbyterian Church, St. Mark A M E Church, St. Stephen's
Episcopal Church, Second United Presbyterian Church, South Avenue Methodist Church, and the
Wilkinsburg Church of the Nazarene.
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WQED Program Features Famous Wilkinsburger
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Vou may remember a program given to the Society by Ruth Zimmerman about the life of
Teresa James a pioneering aviatrix. On Monday, May 24, 1999, WQED will air a program titled ''The
American Experience". The subject of this episode is "Fly Girls". The program will narrate the
women aviators of World War II. Major Teresa James will be featured on this program.

Social Committee Still Needs
Volunteers

The Social Chairman still needs a few
"volunteers" to host the refreshments at
meetings. We especially need someone for
the June and July meetings. It doesn't take
much of your time, just purchase some
cookies or a cake, serve at the meetings and
do a little clean up. You will be reimbursed
for any expenses. The new system will only
work if we get enough volunteers to serve.
We don't want to have to "draft" folks as we,
did in the past. We have lots of single guys
in the Society, how about showing us you
femine side and taking a tum at hosting a
meeting. Maybe you can get a group to
work together. If you haven't already paid
your dues and social fund fees get another of
those pesky financial obligations out of the
way and pay your dues NOW! Dues for this
year are SI5.00 for individual members and
$25.00 for couples. We will also be asking
for $5.00 per person (couples $10.00) to
replenish the Social Fund. Linda Jennings
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will have a sign up sheet for Social at the
our next meeting.
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