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The next meeting of the Wilkinsburg Historical Society will be on Monday, 
September 16, 2013 at 7:30 PM in the Wesley Room of the South Avenue 
United Methodist Church. Our speaker will be Jim Haller presenting a 
program entitled: “Take Me Out to the Ball Game: Growing up with 
baseball in Pittsburgh”.  He has a great knowledge of Pittsburgh sports 
along with fascinating stories to take us down memory lane. 
Jim Haller and our own Bill Zimpleman go back to 1980 when they 
became members of the Friday night Doug Hoerth Trivia radio show.
Jim was the sports expert and Bill the music expert. Soon after they 
became part of the Tuesday night nostalgia show titled "Things That Were 
And Are No More.” Through the years they’ve attended many Pirate 
baseball games, Penguin hockey games and Music concerts together. Jim 
Haller has previously presented to our Historical Society as a member of        
Pittsburgh Old Time Radio Theater.

Jim was born in 1945 & raised on Pittsburgh's 
North Side.   He attended St. Andrews Catholic 
Grade School  1951-1959, North Catholic & Oliver 
High Schools from 1959 -1963.   Jim enlisted in the 
U.S. Navy in 1965, and served for four years.  
Married in 1971, Jim and his wife Barb have two 
daughters, Julie & Karen who are grown and now 
have their own children. Jim and Barbara’s four 
grandchildren, (Sara 9,  Louie 6,  Amelia 4, and 
Dexter, 16 months) provide many chances for 
babysitting...their favorite hobby.  After working in 
the restaurant business for 35 years for Arbys, 
Ponderosa and Pizza Hut,  Jim retired from them in 
2005. He currently works at Allegheny General 
Hospital as a patient escort 10 days a month and is 
semi-retired.  Hobbies are baseball, serving as a docent at the Heinz History Center  and of course, family time 
with the grandkids. (Jim loves helping his kids out while they work their jobs.)  The Hallers have lived in Shaler 
Twp. since 1973, going on 40 years in November. 

Our Wilkinsburg Historical Society has had some well-attended meetings the last few months and we would 
love to see this trend continue. We hope to see many of our local members come to hear Jim Haller’s talk about 
growing up with baseball in Pittsburgh. This year, with the Pirates having their best season in two decades, 
baseball is a very popular topic!  As always we encourage you to bring along a friend. See YOU there!
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The Honus Wagner Baseball Card Story   (submitted by Bill Zimpleman)

Back in 1910 trading cards were issued in packages of cigarettes....These cards were placed in each pack to help 
the cigarettes from getting bent in your pocket.
Subjects on the cards ranged from flowers, fish, animals, soldiers, presidents, flags but the most popular were 
the current baseball players of the day...Kids would hang out in front of stores waiting for a smoker to buy a 
pack then hopefully get the baseball card from the smoker.  The baseball set pictured over 500 different cards 
including all the great players of the time:  Ty Cobb, Christy Mathewson, Joe Tinker, Johnny Evers, Frank 
Chance, Cy Young, Walter Johnson and many many more.  At that time the players were sent samples of their 
cards to be used in the packages.  Honus Wagner of the Pittsburg Pirates however did not want his picture being 
associated with tobacco so he asked that they refrain from putting his cards in the packs.  The companies, 
assuming every player wanted their pictures in the packs, had already issued some of the Wagner cards in the 
packs but ceased the production of his cards shortly thereafter.  As years went by and collectors were putting 
sets of these cards together they all found that the Wagner card was extremely rare.  When I started collecting 
baseball cards in the 1950s as a youngster the legend of this card was well known.  At that time the card has 
already been valued at $250 while most of the other cards in the set were still only fetching 50¢ to $5.00 apiece.  
In the 1970s I became a full time collector and dealer of baseball cards.  We would set up at shows all over the 
country buying and selling baseball cards.  One of the ways we would buy a lot of cards was to set up in a hotel 
room and advertise in the local paper that we were in town buying old baseball cards.   We would do this in 
most of the major cities on the East coast.  We bought hundreds of thousands of cards but never saw a Honus 
Wagner card from 1910.  By the late 1970s the card value had risen to the $10,000 range.  In 1978 we decided 
to do a buying weekend at two hotels in the Pittsburgh area. By this time I had three partners so two of us were 
at the Holiday Inn South Hills and my partner and I were at the Wilkinsburg Holiday Inn.  Whatever we bought 
was to be split up four ways.
Our ad stated we were there Friday, Saturday & Sunday paying top cash for your old baseball cards.  Well, 
Friday was pretty slow with very few walking in but I received a call from my friend John Steigerwald, 
sportscaster on Channel 2.  He asked if he could come over and do an interview for the sports that night on TV.
I brought in my set of the 1910 baseball cards all mounted in a binder and John was going through them on 
TV....He came to an empty spot and he asked where was this card and I told him that's where the Honus Wagner 
card belongs.  Then I proceeded to tell him the story of the Wagner card.  Well, that night the piece was run on 
the eleven o'clock news.   The next morning we opened up the hotel room and very little happened.  Then a well 
dressed man and woman walked into the room with a big shopping bag.  The man came over to my table and 
said to me, “I hear you are looking for this card”.   He pulled out a strip with five players on it and there at the 
second spot was the Honus Wagner card.  Unfortunately the card had been folded right on Wagner's pose but 
still it was the Wagner, the Holy Grail of baseball card collecting.  What I assumed it was, was a proof copy of 



the card since it was in a strip of five.  I bought the piece, then the man pulled out a Herme's Ice Cream pin from 
1910 of Honus Wagner. I proceeded to buy that. Then he pulled out two schedule cards from 1910 with 
Wagner's picture on them. I bought those, then I asked him why he had all these Wagner items.  He told me he 
owns Wagner's house and I told him that I had been to Wagner's house when his sisters still owned it and none 
of this stuff was there.  He told me that there was nothing in the house when he bought it, but one day he was in 
the garage and pulled down a ladder to a second floor loft.  There he found many of Wagner's baseball 
mementos.  The next day I went to the house and spent a lot of money on everything from photos, books, 
coaching uniform, etc.  We assume that that strip of cards was given to Wagner for his OK, then he just folded it 
and put it in his back pocket never to be seen again.  Later that week we had to split up all of our purchases.  My 
partner Wayne ended up getting the Wagner card under the stipulation he could not sell it for three years.  In 
1982 he sold it to one of the owners of the Yankees for $15,000.  In the late 1990s that card was placed in an 
auction and went for 125,000. Last year it was auctioned again and went for $300,000.  To think I was the 
original buyer!  Oh well, you win some and you lose some.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Wilkinsburg Memories  --  written by Lois Geschwindt Schroeder
        Ed Taylor’s well-written memories of Wilkinsburg have inspired me to share some of my own treasured 
memories of the wonderful home town where I spent the first 21 years of my life.  I was born when we lived on 
Franklin Avenue and my sister, Dorothy, was attending Johnston Grade School.  By the time I was ready for 
school we had moved to East End Avenue next door to the Gilchrists and near Frick Park, so I went to Kelly 
School.  It was a long walk and even further when I attended Jr. and Sr. High.  Often we would stop at the 
bakery on Trenton Avenue and get a raised donut to give us enough energy to get us the rest of the way home.  
When I was a Sophomore we made another move to Ross Avenue and I am proud to say I graduated in the great 
Class of ’51 from WHS.  

         My father, David Geschwindt. was the accountant and book keeper for George Felger’s Tailor Shop 
located upstairs on Wood Street near the Rowland Theater and the Bank.  I spent happy hours there and have 
good memories of viewing from the windows of the shop all the activities on Wood Street, such as parades.  
Dad was very active in the life of Wilkinsburg as he was on the Board and then Secretary of the Chamber of 
Commerce.  He was Chairman of the Committee for the 50th Anniversary in 1937 and soon became known as 
“Mr. Wilkinsburg”.  He was also called the Quarterback of the Lions Club and active in many other 
organizations.  Unfortunately he passed away in September of 1941 at the young age of 51.  

        We missed him dearly but my mother, Evelyn, knew she had to keep going for my sake and so she started 
taking in boarders.  And yes, all of our boarders were Westinghouse Electric Company’s young make “graduate 
students”.  Mother became famous for her room and board, (especially her amazing meals).  She provided them 
with large breakfasts and dinners and they were always very grateful and especially nice to me.  

        By this time Dorothy had married Robert Schieber who also worked for Westinghouse.  They lived up near 
the top of Penn Avenue across from his parents, Art and Marie Schieber, next door to the Barkleys.  Many times 
I walked up that hill, way past Graham Field, to visit family.  

        I feel like I walked every street in Wilkinsburg as I never had a car.  I took the trolley to the University of 
Pittsburgh and graduated in 1955. My best friend, Sally Antisell, and I went from Grade School through College 
Graduation doing everything together.  We shopped at the big Five and Ten Cent Store (G.C.Murphy’s), 
Caldwell & Graham department store, Buster Brown Shoes, Kregar’s Market, etc. and went to countless movies 
at the Rowland Theater and then to Bukes for sodas.  I could go on and on, for I do treasure my Wilkinsburg 
memories which also involve so much of my family.  Thank you for letting me share a few of them. 



Help Save Some of Our Most Significant Buildings 

Wilkinsburg is very fortunate that Pittsburgh History and Landmarks 
Foundation is so committed to the preservation of the significant 
buildings of our town.
PHLF, founded in 1964, has done amazing preservation work in 
Pittsburgh and Allegheny County. During the past decade PHLF has 
invested more than $12 million in parts of Wilkinsburg to acquire 
properties, restore them and revitalize the area. 
As members of the Wilkinsburg Historical Society, we share that 

interest in preservation. The PHLF is currently trying to raise $75,000 to support their Historic Religions 
Properties Program, preserving churches in Pittsburgh and Allegheny County. (As Wilkinsburg is known as the 
‘City of Churches’, we know how important these beautiful and irreplaceable structures are.)
Following is an appeal by the PHLF - Please consider giving a personal donation to enable the PHLF to 
continue grants for congregations throughout Pittsburgh facing building repairs. 

Dear PHLF Members and Friends:
Our goal in the next few months is to raise $75,000 in support of PHLF's Historic Religious Properties Program.  
Your gift will help us reach our goal.  You may contact Mary Lu Denny (412-471-5808, ext. 527).  Please take 
the opportunity to directly participate in saving some of the most significant buildings in Allegheny County.
There is an enormous need for such a program and congregations are most grateful for our help. One hundred 
percent of your gift to PHLF's HRP program will be awarded in the form of matching grants in 2014 to fund 
critical building repairs. The gifts PHLF received from its members and friends in 2012 are leveraging $437,610 
in restoration work this year alone.
Our program specifically aims to help maintain the exterior integrity of architecturally significant religious 
properties in Allegheny County that are 50 years old or more and serve as active places of worship
and centers for social services. Maintaining the exteriors of these buildings is the key to preserving the 
decorative interior spaces.  PHLF began its program of financial and technical assistance in 1997, thanks to 
annual gifts from its members and friends. Since then, we have awarded 235 matching grants totaling $935,000 
and 58 technical assistance consultations. This support has leveraged matching funds from congregations and 
enabled them to solve major exterior problems before they caused interior damage. 
We encourage you to give generously. One hundred percent of your gift to PHLF’s HRP program is awarded in 
the form of matching grants to fund critical building repairs. Our goal in the next few months is to raise $75,000 
so we can support another round of matching grants in 2014. We also want to begin to identify $2.5 million in 
bequests and other planned gifts to endow this worthy program. (If you prefer to designate your annual gift to 
support this or another PHLF program, such as neighborhood revitalization or education, then please do so.)
PHLF is the only place that most historic religious properties in Allegheny County can turn to for facade-related 
help, and the congregations are truly grateful for our matching grants and technical assistance. By encouraging 
careful, informed stewardship, we help ensure that these architecturally significant places of worship will be 
taken care of for future generations.
Please help make this a successful fund-raising drive by making your tax-deductible contribution today. Help us 
get the word out about the importance of PHLF’s HRP Program. We’re counting on you. Thanks for 
contributing in the past. Let’s keep these restorations going!
Sincerely,  Jack Norris Chairman, Pittsburgh History & Landmarks Foundation

Tax-deductible contributions may be made to PHLF -(memo line Historic Religious Properties) and sent to: 
PHLF,   100 West Station Square Drive,  Suite 450,  Pittsburgh, PA   15219-1134

mailto:marylu@phlf.org
mailto:marylu@phlf.org


We feature a Wilkinsburg business each month, and note its role in community history. This month we 
recognize:

Citizen’s Bank  
901 Wood Street 
Wilkinsburg, PA 

15221

412-244-4100

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

(Information taken from ‘A Brief History of Wilkinsburg’  published 1946 by the Wilkinsburg Bank)
By 1895 there was talk in the borough about needing a new bank to serve the community and on January 23, 
1896, a group of men met in Wilkinsburg to discuss its organization. Present were A. W. Mellon, R. B. Mellon, 
H. C. Frick, J. A. Strickler, J. A. Patterson, J. L. Srodes and others.  Out of that meeting grew the Wilkinsburg 
Bank and its charter was granted on April 23. Capitalized at $50,000, its first officers were J. A. Strickler, 
President; J. L. Srodes, Vice-president and Secretary. A house and lot at 901 Wood Street was purchased, the 
house torn down and a new building, fourteen feet wide, was erected. It was the first home of the Wilkinsburg 
Bank. On the first day of June the bank opened for business. The three tellers' windows were busy all day long, 
and at day's end the officers of the new bank proudly announced the directors' approval of its first loan- $1,000 
to the Methodist Episcopal Church.
By 1907 its depositors had increased the business of the Wilkinsburg Bank, larger quarters were required and 
the directors decided upon a new building. The imposing new bank building, was forty feet wide on Wood 
Street when opened on November 16, 1908. Women visitors the first day received roses, men got cigars-and for 
both there were souvenir postcards.
In 1923 Richard K. Mellon was elected as director of the Wilkinsburg Bank. In 1926 the interior of the 
Wilkinsburg Bank was remodeled but not a day of working time was lost.  The remodeled Wilkinsburg Bank 
was opened to the public in November of 1927. Over 6000 people, including Andrew Mellon, then Secretary of 
the Treasury, were present and roses and cigars were again distributed as souvenirs. In 1949 the name was 
changed to Mellon Bank. In 2001 Rhode Island-based Citizens Bank acquired the bank.

Souvenir postcards were given to all customers 
when the beautiful new Wilkinsburg Bank, 
(now Citizen’s) was opened in 1908.

Interior of the bank, showing its massive 
marble columns and the vault at the far end. 

(left) This 1911 image shows the 
beautiful bank at the corner of 
Wood Street and Ross Avenue. 
Next door to it is the new Rowland 
Theater, built to complement the 
architecture of the Wilkinsburg 
Bank. 

(right) This 2012 image shows  
little change in over a hundred 
years. This magnificent building, 
as Citizen’s Bank, is still serving 
the financial needs of Wilkinsburg 
and the surrounding communities. 



Wilkinsburg House and Garden Tour - 
 hosted by the WCDC

On Saturday, September 28, 2013, the Wilkinsburg 
Community Development Corporation will host the 
inaugural “Wilkinsburg House and Garden Tour.” This 
new event will showcase some of the unique homes that 
make up our neighborhood and give us the opportunity to 
share what a wonderful community we have here in 
Wilkinsburg. This is the first WCDC Wilkinsburg 
House and Garden Tour and will take place Saturday, 
September 28, 2013, from 10 am to 3 pm. Visit the 
W C D C w e b s i t e f o r m o r e i n f o r m a t i o n a t 
www.wilkinsburgcdc.org/news-and-events/house- 
Tickets are only  $15.  Check-in location is:  Mifflin Avenue United Methodist Church,   905 Mifflin Avenue, 
Wilkinsburg, PA 15221

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~   

Wilkinsburg Historical Society

Officers and Committee Chairmen 2013
President: Elise Morris                                                 Publicity: Jean Dexheimer
Vice President: Richard Bradford                                 Programs: Elise Morris
Recording Secretary: Marilyn Karpinski                      Vignettes: Joel Minnigh
Corresponding Secretary: Janet Kettering                    Custodian of Papers: Bill Zimpleman
Treasurer: Tim Morris                                                   Social: Carol Heckman
Membership: Bill Zimpleman                                       President’s Dinner: Lori Bode
Books: Jim Richard & Elise Morris

Yearly dues for the Wilkinsburg Historical Society are:
$20.00 INDIVIDUAL Member       $35.00 FAMILY Membership 
$10.00 STUDENT or ASSOCIATE Members (for out of town members who cannot usually attend meetings.)
Please pay your yearly dues so that we can continue to send out the Archives newsletter, assist with preservation 
projects and have interesting programs. A big THANK YOU to those who have already sent their dues, and a 
really special THANKS to the members who contributed extra funds in the ‘donation’ box. 

Our new mailing address: Wilkinsburg Historical Society,  P.O. Box 17252,  Pittsburgh, PA 15235

We are encouraging all of our members to save a tree and help save us postage by providing an email 
address for delivery of your Archives newsletter. Please send your request for email version to 
yozimpp@comcast.net.  However, we are happy to continue to send your newsletter through the post 
office if that is your preference. 
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