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The next meeting of the Wilkinsburg Historical Society will be held on Monday, September 15, 2014 at 7:30 
pm in the Wesley Room of the South Avenue United Methodist Church.  Please use the left side Ross Avenue 
entrance.  Our program for the evening is “Look Up Wilkinsburg! - a photo celebration of our unique 
architecture” .  The meeting is open to all interested people, free of charge, and refreshments will be served at 
the conclusion. Bring a friend or neighbor, we love to have guests come and see what we are doing. 

This adornment is on the 
Hunter building at the 
corner of Penn Avenue 
and Wood Street. It is the 
home of the WCDC, the 
Wilkinsburg Community 
Development Corporation. 

Most Wilkinsburg High 
School graduates will 
recognize the decorative 
concrete shields that adorn 
the top of the high school 
building on Wallace Avenue. 

These columns are at the 
front of the Jackson Building, 
a beautiful structure at 761 
Penn Avenue. This is also 
home to one of Wilkinsburg’s 
longest operating businesses, 
W. S. Radcliffe Co.. a paint 
supply store. 



Note from Elise Morris, Wilkinsburg Historical Society President: On a recent walk through the business 
district of Wilkinsburg, I was captivated with the beautiful architecture we have, especially when you look 
upward, towards the tops of our buildings. These images were all captured one afternoon in August, on Penn 
Avenue, Wood Street, Ross Avenue, Rebecca Avenue and Franklin Avenue. Do you know where they are? 
In the slide presentation on September 15, we will view the buildings that have these architectural adornments. 

#1 #2 #3

#4
#5

#6

#7 #8 #9



This August 2014 image shows that the Penn-Lincoln Hotel is 
now a pile of rubble, quickly being removed to create a blank 
slate as part of Wilkinsburg’s redevelopment. It is exciting to 
think of the possibilities of what may be built on this prime lot. 
Until then, travelers and pedestrians on Penn Avenue get a great 
view of Wilkinsburg Jr.-Sr. High School. It has been maintained 
so well that the exterior looks just as beautiful today as when it 
was built in 1911. The building to the left in this image is the 
Wilkinsburg Christian Church (Disciples of Christ), located 
across the street from the school. The building shown on the right 
is the former Wilkinsburg Baptist Church, next door to the school. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Pittsburgh History & Landmarks Foundation continues to educate and inspire all ages of residents. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Louise Sturgess, Executive Director of PHLF shows the beautiful collages displayed in the Preservation 
Resource Center at 744 Rebecca Avenue. The colorful artwork was created by Wilkinsburg students in the 
Art program sponsored by PHLF. The Preservation Resource Center continues to have free classes, seminars 
and other events every week. Check their website: www.phlf.org to see what is happening.

There are lots of opportunities to help the Wilkinsburg Historical Society. 
Every month that we meet there are chances for your participation. Ideas for topics for monthly programs are 
always welcome. Research efforts to keep our historical presentations accurate is valuable too. We do not 
have a recording secretary at this time, so volunteering to fill this slot would be appreciated. Gathering 
information about a long time Wilkinsburg business would help with our “Business of the Month” feature. 
Some of our volunteers could use a break from their duties and your efforts would be beneficial. The Social/
Refreshments coordinator would love to have more volunteers picking up the refreshments for our monthly 
meetings (and you would be reimbursed for your expenses.) Perhaps you have some ideas for fund-raising, 
and these ideas would be welcome. 
We have several officers whose terms of service are due to end in November, 2014. These roles include 
President, Treasurer, Recording Secretary, and Program Chairman. In order to have elections for these roles, 
we need to form a Nominating Committee in September. Please consider how you can give your time and 
lend your talents to keep the Wilkinsburg Historical Society moving forward. 



Wilkinsburg Historical Society is invited to attend a presentation at Edgewood Historical Society.

Wednesday, September 17, 2014

7:00 PM

C.C. Mellor Memorial Library
One Pennwood Avenue
Pittsburgh, PA 15218

We have been invited to come to the next meeting of the Edgewood Historical Society, held in the Edgewood 
Community Club, Edgewood foundation family room . This evening event  includes a special presentation by 
the Lincoln Highway Heritage Corridor focusing on the old Lincoln Highway, our nation’s first coast-to-
coast highway. The presenter will also discuss the Lincoln Highway Experience Center of Latrobe, PA. 

This will be followed by a presentation by Ed Reiss of the Heinz History Center about Westinghouse and its 
history and its impact on the entire area. All interested persons are invited to attend. There will also be a display 
of Edgewood postcards from the David Grubbs collection.

This invitation was extended to all of the members and friends of our Wilkinsburg Historical Society by the 
Edgewood Historical Society’s President, Ruth McGregor and their Secretary, Gerald Price. The Edgewood 
Historical Society was originally formed in the 1940s.  It has undergone changes, new bi-laws, reorganization, 
and is busy planning for the future. They are excited about hosting this meeting and look forward to future 
collaborations, as our histories share quite a bit. 
Gerald Price stated that everyone who has an interest in Edgewood or the surrounding communities is welcome 
to come. You do not have to be a resident or member, and there is no fee to attend. 

Note to Wilkinsburg Historical Society members: The location of the meeting on September 17, 2014, is a 
very special building with its own unique history. The Edgewood Club was originally organized in 1904 and 
had their clubhouse on Maple Avenue, approximately where the Edgewood Primary School is located now. With 
a growing population, within a decade the plans were made to relocate and build a new clubhouse. The new 
location was the corner of Pennwood and West Swissvale Avenues. The architect chosen, Edward Lee, designed 
the Spanish style clubhouse to contain both the public library as well as the ball room, bowling alleys, kitchen, 
stage and other areas. The stucco design with its tile roof and special truncated corner, columned veranda was 
designed in 1916 and finished about 1918. In 2000 it earned a plaque from Pittsburgh History and Landmarks 
Foundation for its special design, and was mentioned in Franklin Toker’s book “Pittsburgh - An Urban Portrait” 
as one of the best designed buildings in Pittsburgh for its beauty and for its design to contain both the public 
library and the private club. Toker considered it a monument that was “altogether one of the best public 
buildings in the city.”

An additional fact for all the history-lovers : The Edgewood Club had been the place for residents to gather on  
Election Nights to wait for results via telegraph. On November 2, 1920 the Edgewood Club was filled with 
residents awaiting the Harding-Cox Presidential return results. This time it was the radio they were listening to, 
the results were broadcast by Wilkinsburg’s Frank Conrad, a Westinghouse employee, and commercial 
broadcasting was born. That 1920 Edgewood Election Night Party was the first large group to hear election 
returns by radio, and the clubhouse has a plaque on the ballroom wall announcing that bit of historical data. 



Wilkinsburg Historical Society -  September 2014 “Business of the Month”-  W. S. Radcliffe Co. 
761 Penn Avenue Wilkinsburg, PA 15221
           Phone  412-241-0812

The W. S. Radcliffe Co. was founded by 
William S. Radcliffe in 1901and originally 
located on Smithfield Street in downtown 
Pittsburgh.  In 1905 Mr. Radcliffe decided 
to relocate to Wilkinsburg in the Jackson 
Building, specializing in wall paper and 
interior decorating. Items included custom 
room moldings, paints, picture frames, 
wallpaper and custom room decorations. 
Many large Victorian houses of the era 
were remodeled and decorated with items 
provided by William Radcliffe.
William's son Walter, born in 1887, came to 
work for his father in 1904 at the age of 17. 
Walter continued running the family business after his father's retirement.  New items were continually added  
to the business: DuPont House and Automotive Paints were added in 1925, which made it one of the first 
businesses in the Pittsburgh area to carry an automotive paint line. Watson Standard and Dutch Boy Paints were 
added a short time later.  A complete line of hardware items such as brushes, rollers, etc, were also available.

Walter Radcliffe retired in 1952 and sold the business to Lee Hewitt. A few years later Mr. Hewitt died and 
Chester J. Suski bought the business from Lee Hewitt's estate. For over 50 years the Radcliffe Co. has been 
owned and operated by the C. J. Suski family. The beautiful four-story building contains meeting rooms in the 
upper floors that were used in the early 1900s by the Knights of Malta and Knights of Pythias.

2014 - W. S. Radcliffe, Automotive & 
House Paints, 761 Penn Avenue 

W.S. Radcliffe Co. is one of the oldest continually operating 
businesses in the Wilkinsburg community. 

Besides selling house 
paints and wallpaper, 
the store still houses 
one of the largest and 
most complete lines of 
foreign, domestic and 
custom automotive 
paint finishes in the 
tri-state area. They 
have competitive 
pricing, outstanding 
selection, and offer 
delivery. 

In this 40s era view, Radcliffe was 
located next door to the current location.

Radcliffe Co. is now 
owned and managed by 
C. J. Suski's sons, 
Robert, Kenneth and 
James. 



What do Steelers, Pens, Pirates, Forbes Field, Pitt Panthers & the Wilkinsburg Tigers have in common? 
They are all the subjects of sports history books written by local historian and author Dave Finoli. Finoli, a 
Monroeville resident, has co-authored a series of books about our tremendous sports legacy in Pittsburgh. 
These books, co-authored by Chris Fletcher, Tom Aikens and Bill Ranier include Classic Steelers: 50 greatest 
games in Pittsburgh Steeler history, Classic Bucs: 50 greatest games in Pittsburgh Pirates history, Classic 
Pens:50 greatest games in Pittsburgh Penguins history, Forbes Field, and When Pitt Ruled the Gridiron. 
Now, Finoli has been working with Wilkinsburg’s 1996-1998 coach Tony Mitchell to create his newest book, 
Foundations: Wilkinsburg Football 1996-1998. This soon-to-be-released book highlights those amazing years 
when Tiger football coach Tony Mitchell turned a 24 game losing streak into a playoff squad, and taught 
valuable life-changing lessons in the process. Tony will be attending our September Historical Society meeting 
to give us a preview and let us know more about this new book.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Special thanks to antique restoration and evaluation specialist Natalie Curley who filled in for Jeff Poole 
during our August Antique Evaluation Night. Jeff was unable to come as scheduled,  but provided us with a 
great colleague and competent friend who stepped in and gave us a delightful night of antique discussion and 
commentary.  Also, that evening one item brought in was an antique print of two horses on a green background. 
The owner had several items, but forgot to take that framed print home. If you know who the owner of the print 
is, please let her know that it is safe but we would love to return it to her. It will be brought to our next few 
meetings in the hope of having her reunite with her horse-picture. 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
     Coro Fellows came to Wilkinsburg! 

Our Wilkinsburg Historical Society produced a 197 page softbound book in 2012 
as part of  Wilkinsburg’s 125th celebration. The book, Wilkinsburg: 1887-2012, 
Celebrating the Past, Present and Future is a treasure trove of information about 
our town. The first 31 pages contain over 100 pictures with information about 
how our town has been shaped from its early origins in the late 1700s to its 
incorporation as a Borough in 1887. All the celebrations are pictured, from the 
1912 25 year, 1937 50 year, 1962 75 year and the 1987 100 year. In the Present 
section of the book, there are 115 pages with chapters featuring organizations, 
churches and Borough government.  It also has numerous photos and descriptions 
of the year-long 125th celebration. The final section of the book, the Future, 
contains celebration ads from businesses and organizations who care about 
Wilkinsburg and contributed funds for the celebration. 
We still have copies of the book available to purchase for just $15. Free shipping.  
Check should be made to “Wilkinsburg Historical Society” marked in memo 
“125th Book”, and requests mailed to P.O. Box 17252, Pittsburgh, PA 15235. 

Coro Fellows are a group of next-generation leaders who will spend 6 to 9 
months in a Public Affairs Fellowship in Pittsburgh.  These young men 
and women develop leadership  skills, and work on projects that will 
promote positive change in our area. Coro members spent time in August 
interviewing residents and organizations to discover opportunities for 
successful innovation and collaboration in Wilkinsburg. This image shows 
3 Coro Fellows with 3 Historical Society members in the WCDC office.  
For more information visit www.coropittsburgh.org (l-r) Tim Morris, Kenny Chen, 

John McAuliff, Jim Richard, 
Elise Morris and Andrea Elcock. 

http://www.coropittsburgh.org
http://www.coropittsburgh.org

