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The next meeting of the Wilkinsburg Historical Society will be 7:30 pm on Monday October 19, 
2015 in the Wesley Room of South Avenue United Methodist Church, using the left Ross Avenue 
entrance. The evening program will focus on the Woman’s Suffrage movement and efforts in Pittsburgh 
to gain the Right to Vote for women. During the autumn season political ads and campaign rhetoric 
frequently fill the air waves and news media. Many of the politicians are women. It is difficult to 
imagine a century ago when women were not permitted to vote or hold public office in most states in 
America. In Pittsburgh, one of the leaders in the fight for women to vote was Winifred Barron Meek 
Morris, grandmother of the Wilkinsburg Historical Society treasurer, Thomas “Tim” Morris. From 1915 
to 1919 Winifred Morris kept a scrapbook of her activities with news clippings, certificates, poster and 
letters detailing her tireless work with the Equal Franchise Federation,  Red Cross and Liberty Loans 
during World War I. The slide show and discussion will highlight all the activities of Winifred Morris 
and other women of Pittsburgh who worked for women’s rights and helped America to win World War I. 
Members, guests and anyone interested are all welcome to come. Refreshments will be served.  

Winifred Barron Meek Morris was born in Bellefonte, PA in 1876.  
She was the youngest daughter of Peter Gray Meek and Susan 
Meek. Her father was, for over sixty years, the editor and publisher 
of the Democratic “Watchman” newspaper and was a State Senator 
from Centre County. Winifred had planned to become a concert 
pianist, and had studied in New York at the Metropolitan College of 
Music, and later in Philadelphia. She married Thomas King Morris 
of Tyrone in 1899 and shortly thereafter moved to Aspinwall, PA. 
Politics and activism was part of her personality and upbringing, so 
she became active in the Women’s Suffrage movement. At this time 
in America women in just a few western states could vote in school 
and municipal elections. Only Wyoming, Utah, Washington and 
Colorado allowed women to vote in Presidential elections. “Wyn” 
and other Suffragists worked hard to attain a national amendment to 
enfranchise all American women. The Pittsburgh branch of the 
Pennsylvania Woman Suffrage Assn. was the Equal Franchise 
Federation, located in the Jenkins Arcade building downtown. The 

Suffragists printed much pro-Suffrage literature, but 
when the war in Europe escalated their Federation 
focused mainly to assist with the War effort by 
establishing a Red Cross division and selling 
Liberty Loan Bonds. 

Winifred Meek Morris -1916



The Shirt Waist Ball was a 
successful event in November 1916, 
with over 3000 people participating. 
These items are from the scrapbook 
Winifred Meek Morris kept from 
1915 to 1919.



Pittsburgh’s Hidden Treasures includes this 1916 poster from the Suffrage Shirtwaist Ball. 

The story behind this 1916 poster is that during 
the annual Wilkinsburg Antique Evaluation 
night, antique expert Jeff Poole believed that 
this large poster is valuable. Then the poster, 
scrapbook and photos were brought to the 
Heinz History Center during  “Pittsburgh’s 
Hidden Treasures” for evaluation and 
subsequent filming by KDKA. These were 
owned by Winifred Meek Morris in her 
scrapbook of activities with Woman’s Suffrage. 
This poster may be the only one in existence, 
as it advertises an event that was held just 
once. The poster still retains the bright yellow 
and black official colors of the Equal Franchise 
Federation in a modern decor.

Her Hope - to be allowed to vote. 
His opportunity - to pass legislation allowing 
women to vote. It finally passed in 1920.

The still-beautiful Motor Square Garden building 
in East Liberty was the venue for the Shirtwaist 
Ball. Over 3000 Pittsburghers attended the 
Woman’s Suffrage Party fundraising dance.
Note: there is “No Extra Charge for Dancing”. 

The best part of this collection of Suffrage Memorabilia, Shirtwaist Ball, Liberty Loan Bond sales and 
Red Cross volunteerism is that the experts at the Heinz History Center were very excited to see these 
items from nearly a century ago. They love old collections of “stuff” especially when it brings a new 
light on the activities of women in Pittsburgh.  The news articles and personal letters of Winifred Morris  
show the varied ways that Pittsburgh women helped to win the vote and win the War. 
With great pleasure we, the current Morris family, have donated the poster and scrapbook to the Heinz 
History Center for their permanent collection. We placed these items in the capable hands of archivist 
Sierra Green for preservation so that future generations may understand what happened a century ago.



Wilkinsburg women helped win the War by selling Liberty Bonds in 1917.

Central National Bank at the corner of Wood Street and South Avenue served as headquarters for the 
sale of Liberty Loan Bonds in Wilkinsburg.  The left image, taken about 1900, also shows the First 
Presbyterian Church.



Suffragists organize 
Red Cross auxiliary in 1918

The Suffragists worked in 
many ways to serve America 
during the first World War. 
These news articles show 
some of the activities of the 
Red Cross Auxiliary of the 
Equal Franchise Federation.



Wilkinsburg Historical Society now has a website!
The Wilkinsburg Historical Society has a website to share more information about the history of 
Wilkinsburg.  This site is continuing to build and has photo images of  advertising items, businesses, 
churches, schools, celebrations, High School yearbooks and residential areas. Another section has past 
issues of the “Archives”, the Wilkinsburg Historical Society newsletter. We have posted information 
about membership dues and how to contact the Society. We will be adding much more information in the 
coming months. To visit the site:   wilkinsburghistory.wordpress.com 

Monthly programs are created by the Wilkinsburg Historical Society for members, guests and 
interested others to learn about our area. Bring a friend or neighbor to enjoy them. 

Mailing address: Wilkinsburg Historical Society, P.O. Box 17252, Pittsburgh, PA 15235 

We meet at 7:30 PM on the third Monday of months from March through November, usually at the 
South Avenue United Methodist Church in Wilkinsburg.

This is your Historical Society so please support it with your presence. SEE YOU THERE!!

Wilkinsburg Historical Society yearly dues for the Wilkinsburg Historical Society are:

$20.00 INDIVIDUAL Member,   $35.00 FAMILY Membership

$10.00 STUDENT or ASSOCIATE Members (for out of towners who usually can’t attend meetings)

Wilkinsburg Historical Society is involved with preservation projects in the area. Donations are 
appreciated.Please send to:Wilkinsburg Historical Society, P.O. Box17252, Pittsburgh, PA15235

This is the home page of the website for the Wilkinsburg Historical Society.


