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In 1919, Frank Conrad, an electrical engineer and radio broadcasting pioneer, initiated a series of early 
radio broadcasts from his Wilkinsburg garage.  Through his early radio work, Conrad became responsible 
for founding KDKA, the first licensed broadcast station in the world.  In addition to his radio 
broadcasting, Conrad worked as the Assistant Chief Engineer for the Westinghouse Electric Corporation 
in Pittsburgh.  Conrad received the prestigious Institute of Electrical and Electronics Engineers (IEEE) 
Edison Medal in 1930 and was awarded more than 200 patents throughout his life.  He died in 1941 at the 
age of 67. 
On Friday, October 17, 2014, beginning at 2 pm at Community Life (301 Meade Street), together with 
the National Museum of Broadcasting (NMB), the WCDC will honor the life and achievements of 
Frank Conrad by re-dedicating a Pennsylvania Historical & Museum Commission marker at the corner 
of South Trenton Avenue and Penn Avenue - one block east of the former location of Conrad’s garage. 
The marker was originally dedicated in 1990, but was removed for storage when the property was sold in 
2001 to a fast-food restaurant, Wendy’s. The dedication will also celebrate the 95th anniversary of 
Conrad’s first broadcast out of his Wilkinsburg garage, October 17, 1919.  All are welcome to attend the 
dedication ceremony and celebration at 2 pm on October 17, 2014 at Community Life. 
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Continuing with the great celebration 
of Frank Conrad, the next meeting of 
the Wilkinsburg Historical Society 
will be on Monday, October 20th at 
7:30 PM in South Avenue United 
Methodist Church. (Please use the 
Ross Avenue entrance, left side.)
We will have a slide presentation 
entitled, Frank Conrad, his Life 
and Legacy. Rick Harris will join us 
to talk about Conrad and the NMB 
status today. Everyone is welcome!

Rick Harris, NMB Secretary/Treasurer has been working for many years to create a National Museum of 
Broadcasting in Pittsburgh. Decades ago, Alice Sapienza, Rick Harris, and a handful of committed others 
worked tirelessly to try and save the Conrad home and garage where the early broadcasts of Frank 
Conrad were initiated. Funding attempts did not raise enough to build the actual museum, so plans were 
postponed. A benefactor donated money to deconstruct the garage and store it for future reconstruction. 
Rick Harris explained “It is hoped that with proper funding and development, the restored garage can 
become the centerpiece of the NMB in Pittsburgh, an educational center where the past, present, and 
future of communications technology will be displayed in an engaging, interactive way.” 



More workshops, seminars and lectures offered by Pittsburgh History & Landmarks Foundation.  
These free events are held at the Landmark Preservation Resource Center in Wilkinsburg. 

The following information about the October programming was obtained from PHLF.
RSVPs are appreciated. Contact Mary Lu Denny: 412-471-5808 ext. 527.

 

Join us for our October workshops, seminars, and lectures at :                                        
Landmarks Preservation Resource Center, 744 Rebecca Avenue in Wilkinsburg. 

Tuesday Oct. 14, 6:00p.m.—7:30p.m.             Thursday Oct. 23, 6:00p.m.—7:30p.m.
Gardening Seminar:                                              Architectural History Lecture:
Savoring the last of the season                         Modern Medievalism
 
Thursday Oct. 16, 6:00p.m.—7:30p.m.            Saturday Oct. 25, 10a.m.—11:30a.m.
Architectural History Lecture:                                 Demonstration Workshop:
Some Observations on 20th Century                 Using Reclaimed Steel Scraps
Architecture in Pittsburgh
                                                                                                
Saturday Oct. 18, 10a.m.—11:30a.m.              Thursday Oct. 30, 6:00p.m.—7:30p.m.
Demonstration Workshop:                                     Architectural History Lecture:
Designing Spaces through Creative                  Ornament and Crime
Reuse of Masonry

This is a great opportunity to learn about gardening, history, architecture and creativity.  
These FREE workshops are open to any interested participant.                                                                                  
RSVP’s are appreciated, call Mary Lu Denny at 412-471-5808 ext. 527 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Pittsburgh History & Landmarks Foundation has an ongoing Historic Religious Properties Program, 
where churches in Pittsburgh and Allegheny County have the opportunity to receive expert advice and 
funding for the restoration of worship houses. Wilkinsburg, long known as the “City of Churches” has 
been the beneficiary of quite a few of these special grants.  Check out PHLF’s website www.phlf.org to 
see their amazing work and how you can help. Any monetary contribution is tax-deductible and can be 
made out to PHLF and referenced HRP.  The Historic Religious Properties Program coordinator is 
Carole Malakoff who can be reached at PHLF, 100 West Station Square Drive, STE 450, Pittsburgh, PA 
15219-1134, or by email at hrp@phlf.org     
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Updates on recent stories from Wilkinsburg Historical Society Archives. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

2nd Annual Wilkinsburg House and Garden Tour 2014 organized by 
WCDC, (Wilkinsburg Community Development Corporation) was a 
huge success. On Saturday, September 27 over 425 people attended the 
self-guided tour of five historic homes, two churches, two condos and 
the artist & small business marketplace outside of Biddle’s Escape 
coffee shop. This special fundraiser gave homeowners the chance to 
show their restored/remodeled homes and gave the attendees a glimpse 
of beautiful homes and gardens. Perhaps the best part is that funds 
raised benefit the WCDC’s revitalization of Wilkinsburg!

House of Gold - This home, at 1404 Swissvale Avenue in 
Wilkinsburg, glows brightly with its top-to-bottom coat of 
gold metallic paint. It was featured in our July Archives 
newsletter when artist and new owner of the structure Dee 
Briggs decided to make the 140 year old home memorable 
before it is taken down. Now, with innovative thinking 
Briggs has arranged for a gentle deconstruction of the 
house. The website, House-of-gold.com explains the 
long, ordinary life of the house, that has received an 
extraordinary final story, thanks to Dee. She enlisted 
others who share an enthusiasm for repurposing, started 
an online Kickstarter campaign and raised enough money 
to fund a “gentle demolition”. 
Two thirds of the materials will be reclaimed and go to 
Construction Junction, or will be incorporated into new 
furniture and artwork. Dee Briggs is considering using the 
salvaged house materials to build an enhanced bus stop 
and a neighborhood coffee shop on the site. 

More  information about this house can be 
found at House-of-Gold.com, or 
triblive.com, or Kickstarter. Use search 
words Dee Briggs, artist, or house of gold.

Before any moving or restoration of the Seven Mile Stone can be done, 
a proposal must be presented to Wilkinsburg Council outlining the plan. 
We have written and submitted that proposal, and it will be voted on in 
early to mid October. We have asked the Borough to provide the 
physical moving of the granite case to a new location on the Hay Street 
side of the Municipal Building. We have also asked Council to have a 
proper concrete footer poured to support the weight of the stone and the 
granite case. During the restoration of the granite case, the actual Seven 
Mile Stone will be stored in the Municipal Building. Members of the 
Historical Society have provided a padded wooden crate for the 
temporary storage. Updates will be reported in the next Archives.



~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Local author David Finoli has recently finished his newest sports-
oriented book, this time about the Wilkinsburg Tigers. Titled “The 
Foundation: The Resurgence of Wilkinsburg Football 1996-1999” 
this book tells the story of a team who changed from chronic losers to 
playoff contenders under the guidance of a coach named Tony Mitchell. 
As Finoli states in his introduction, “It wasn’t that there was a lack of 
talent, it was there. They were missing the three ingredients that could 
make them a better football team: preparation, fortitude and 
imagination.  They needed a leader who could instill those qualities in 
the kids; what they got was a coach who could do that and so much 
more ..... Mitchell gave them not only the confidence to compete again 
on the gridiron, but the inspiration to compete for a better future.  The 
story of  Tony Mitchell and Wilkinsburg’s dramatic rise is a lesson that 
teaches young athletes that success in athletics has to be done in several 
layers and the lessons learned can be part of a foundation for a 
successful life.” 
It is great to have another inspiring story come from Wilkinsburg! 
The book is available at Amazon.com   Kindle version $9.99 or 
Paperback for $12.68.

Inspiring era in Wilkinsburg 
sports history in Finoli’s 
latest book.  

The August 2014 meeting of the Wilkinsburg Historical Society 
was our annual Antique & Collectible evaluation night. Lots of 
interesting items were brought to be evaluated and everyone had 
fun. However, this horse picture was left behind by the owner, 
and we would love to return it to the lady who brought it. If this 
vintage print looks familiar to you, please help us get in contact 
so it can be returned.  Drop us a note to: Wilkinsburg Historical 
Society,  P.O. Box 17252, Pittsburgh, PA 15235 

Call for Volunteers! Wilkinsburg Historical Society still needs additional history-minded people to 
serve on committees and as officers in the Society. We have several officers whose terms of service will 
end in November. Our Nominating Committee, headed by Bill Zimpleman, needs to have members let 
him know what volunteer job you would be interested in doing. You can contact Bill Zimpleman 
(Zimp) at yozimpp@comcast.net  We need folks with ideas for programs,  and  ideas for networking 
with other historical societies. Some members are good at researching historical topics and this is very 
valuable help to ensure accuracy when we write the Archives or present a program. 
We will need a refreshment coordinator, as Carol will be moving soon and unable to continue. This 
volunteer job is to make sure each of our meeting months have someone assigned to purchase cookies, 
or cake and something to drink. These are served after the meetings, and the one who purchased the 
goodies gets reimbursed for their costs.  
The role of President has traditionally been a two-year term, and those two years are ending in 
November for our current President, Anne Elise Morris. The Vice-President position is currently 
vacant, and this would be an ideal role for someone to consider and learn more about how our Society 
functions. Any ideas or suggestions will be welcome at our October meeting or email to Bill Z.
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October 2014  “Business of the Month” - McKenzie Service Center

McKenzie Service Center was founded by the late James McKenzie in 1957 at the corner of Penn 
Avenue and Center Street in the heart of the Wilkinsburg community. McKenzie remained at this location 
until 1960, then relocated to 1705 Penn Avenue to continue providing automotive services. In the year 
2000 James McKenzie retired. His son Thad McKenzie took over the business, still providing the services 
his father’s customers came to rely on. 
Now, for fifty seven years McKenzie’s has provided full-service Gulf gas & oil products at self-serve 
prices.  Like days of old, they still clean your windshield, and if requested, will check your oil. McKenzie 
Service offers automotive repairs, propane, complete tire and battery service.  They specialize in air 
conditioning repairs and up-to-date diagnostic testing.  McKenzie’s also is a State Certified Inspection and 
Emission station. Additionally, McKenzie Service Center offers local pick up and delivery service. Hours 
are Monday thru Friday, 7 am to 6 pm. Also, complete auto detailing by Josh McKenzie is available 
Saturday and Sunday by appointment. Call 412-244-1645 or e-mail  mcksvc1705@hotmail.com 

Original location, built in 1957 at the corner of Penn Avenue and 
Center Street, was diagonally opposite the Penn-Lincoln Hotel. 

McKenzie Service Center, current location 1705 Penn Avenue, Wilkinsburg PA 15221

Featuring a “Business of the Month” 
allows our Historical Society to 
recognize a great Wilkinsburg 
business. These are often businesses 
who have served Wilkinsburg for a 
long time. 
This month we feature 
McKenzie Service Center
1705 Penn Avenue
Wilkinsburg, PA 15221.  
(412) 244-1645
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These monthly programs are created by the Wilkinsburg Historical Society for members, guests and 
interested others to learn about our area. Bring a friend or neighbor to enjoy our programs. We meet at 
7:30 PM on the third Monday of months from March through November, usually at the South Avenue 
United Methodist Church. 
This is your Historical Society so please support it with your presence. SEE YOU THERE!! 
____________________________________________________________________________________

Wilkinsburg Historical Society
Yearly dues for the Wilkinsburg Historical Society are:
$20.00 INDIVIDUAL Member       $35.00 FAMILY Membership 
$10.00 STUDENT or ASSOCIATE Members (for out of town members who cannot usually attend 
meetings.)
Please pay your yearly dues so that we can continue to send out the Archives newsletter, assist with 
preservation projects and have interesting programs. A big THANK YOU to those who have already sent  
their dues, and a special THANKS to the members who contributed extra funds in the ‘donation’ box. 

Our mailing address: Wilkinsburg Historical Society,  P.O. Box 17252,  Pittsburgh, PA 15235

We are encouraging all of our members to save a tree and help save us postage by providing an email 
address for delivery of your Archives newsletter. Please send your request for email version to Bill 
Zimpleman and use:  yozimpp@comcast.net.  We will continue to send your newsletter through the post 
office if you need a postal “snail mail” version, if that is your preference.

Wilkinsburg Historical Society - Membership application 

Help promote the valuable history of Wilkinsburg.

Name ______________________________________________
Address_________________________________________________
City, State, Zip___________________________________________
Home Phone__________________ Cell Phone_______________
E-mail address___________________________________________
           (    )   $20   Individual membership
	    (    )   $35   Family membership
	    (    )   $10   Student or associate membership
	    (    )   $________ Additional donation
 Please make check payable to:  Wilkinsburg Historical Society
	                                             PO Box 17252, Pittsburgh, PA  15235
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