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Wilkinsburg Stamp Club to visit Wilkinsburg Historical Society!

The October 21 meeting of the Wilkinsburg Historical Society will feature the 
Wilkinsburg Stamp Club, a group dedicated to the collection, preservation and sharing 
of information about postal stamps.  This thriving stamp group, organized over seventy 
five years ago, is one of the largest clubs for collectors in Pennsylvania. Club officers 
Jim Senkewitz and president Andy Novotny will discuss the history of the Wilkinsburg 
Stamp Club and have invited folks to bring in stamps or stamp collections. Sometimes 
people inherit collections and are not sure what to do with them. Stamp club leaders 
Andy and Jim will look at them and make suggestions how to handle the inherited 
stamps. Maybe you just want to get started in this historical and educational hobby. 
The Monday, October 21, 2013 program will be held at 7:30 PM in the Wesley Room 
of the South Avenue United Methodist Church in Wilkinsburg.  Use the left rear Ross 
Avenue entrance. This meeting is free and open to the public.
 If you have either or both of the 1918 pictured stamps, bring them to find out why 
there is a million dollar difference!

Philately, the hobby of collecting stamps has very wide appeal. Some collectors love stamps related to a specific 
subject, perhaps commemorating a historic event. Others concentrate on a subject like butterflies, religious 
figures or ships. The stamp experts from the Wilkinsburg Stamp Club are prepared to educate and enlighten our 
group and visitors about the many facets of carefully storing, displaying and enjoying postage stamps. 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Wilkinsburg Stamp Club's Satirical Souvenir Sheets have been issued every year since 1961. Originally the 
brainchild of stamp collector Louis Yagle, this annual tradition continues. The sale of the spoof souvenir sheets 
helps finance events hosted by the Wilkinsburg Stamp Club. These were created to mock, in fun style, the 
events of the past year that had not been officially commemorated with a stamp. 
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In 2011, the Wilkinsburg Stamp Club honored the 50th anniversary 
of the Souvenir Sheet, and its originator Louis Yagle. 



Lou Yagle  Pharmacist, Inventor, Collector, Author

Louis W. Yagle (1904-1997) was a 1925 graduate of the University of 
Pittsburgh School of Pharmacy. In 1926 he opened the Yagle Pharmacy at 
1525 Wood Street near Tioga Street in Wilkinsburg.  He stayed in business 
there until his retirement in 1969. Yagle also was a professor of pharmacy 
at Duquesne University and invented various devices for pharmacists. 

Since early childhood Yagle loved collecting postage stamps and became 
quite an expert. One of his passions was the Wilkinsburg Stamp Club, a 
group he once served as president of and continued as a member until his 
death at age 93.  

Louis Yagle’s inventions included 
this 1946 set of apothecary weights, 
used to make accurate percentage 
solutions of medications. His weight 
system was taught at over seventy 
Schools of Pharmacy in universities 
across the country.  He also invented 
a prescription pricing slide rule. 
Yagle’s  pharmacy tools are still 
recognized internationally. 

Louis Yagle, since 1961, liked to create many of the 
annual spoof souvenir sheets for the Wilkinsburg 
Stamp Club.  He had great fun with other members as 
they satirized the events of U.S. (Upper Slobbovia). 
He was serious about wanting the stamp club to 
survive, and wanted them to have a place to meet. As 
he and his wife did not have any children, Yagle 
bequeathed most of his money to Churchill Borough, 
where he resided, for the creation of a building with a 
meeting area. This was built and is known as the 
Yagle Community Center, located at the Churchill 
Borough Building, 2300 William Penn Highway, 
Churchill, PA 15235.  Wilkinsburg Stamp Club 
meetings are held at the Yagle Center on the second 
and fourth Sundays, beginning at 12:30 PM. 



Teresa James, a Woman’s Air 
Force Service Pilot (WASP), is
at the controls of a P-47 
Thunderbolt in Farmingdale, NY, 
August 1944.  
This aircraft was the 10,000th 
Thunderbolt built by Republic 
Aircraft in Long Island, NY. 

In May, 1938 the Wilkinsburg 
Chamber of Commerce 
celebrated with the postal service 
to commemorate the 20th 
anniversary of Air Mail service. 
It was the first air mail postal 
delivery for Wilkinsburg and 
Teresa James was chosen to 
deliver it. She personally signed 
this cachet for a collector. 

This October 2013 edition of the Wilkinsburg Historical Society Archives is unique because our guest 
speaker’s program about historic stamps ties in with our featured historical article on Teresa James, who 
was also connected to our very special Business of the Month: James Flower and Gift Shoppe. 
Enjoy the connections!

Teresa James’ Mom and Dad owned James Flower 
Shop on Wood Street. In this 1950 image, Mrs. 
Herbert James displays a plant. Teresa had returned 
to Pittsburgh after WWII and took over the 
operation of her family’s flower shop. She attended 
the Benz School of Floral Design in Houston, 
Texas in 1945. Teresa exhibited exceptional talent 
and creativity in her floral designs. However, she 
soon desired to spend more time in the sky and in 
1950 became part of the 375th Troop Carrier Wing 
reserve unit at Greater Pittsburgh Airport. In 1961 
she was affiliated with the 5040th Air Base Group 
in Alaska. There she also worked as manager of the 
flower shop at the Anchorage Westward Hotel. 



 

Major Teresa James of Wilkinsburg, Pennsylvania was one of our nation’s first WASP’s during WWII.  A 
graduate of Wilkinsburg High School, she was raised on Frankstown Road in Penn Hills, PA. Miss James 
took her first solo flight in 1933 at the old Wilkinsburg Airport located in the area now known as Blackridge.  
She obtained her pilots license in 1934 and her 
commercial license in 1938.
 In 1942, Major James became part of an elite 
group of 25 women who ferried military planes 
between the manufacturer and military bases.  This 
prestigious group became known as 
the Women’s Air Force Service Pilots.  During 
the same year she married George Martin who 
was shot down on a mission over France in 1944 
while serving in the United States Army Corps.  
 In 1950, she returned to the service after 
accepting a commission in the United States Air 
Force.  After serving for 27 years in commands from 
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, California and Alaska she 
retired as a Major in 1977. During 
her long and distinguished career, one of Major 
James’ greatest accomplishments was that she 
was instrumental in obtaining Veterans Benefits 
for the WASPs.

Wilkinsburg Airport in 1938, Teresa James flew the 
first Wilkinsburg air mail. She is pictured with Burgess 
William Yocum and Postal Superintendent Baker.

Major James became a celebrity when the story of women 
in the Air Force was made into a 1943 Hollywood movie, 
“Ladies Courageous”.  Teresa was chosen to fly the plane 
Fairchild PT-19 to Hollywood.  Here, Teresa James 
enjoyed tea with famous star, Bob Hope. 

Teresa James is pictured at the Wilkinsburg 
Airport in 1934. Her signature stunt was 
doing 26 circles followed by 10 loops. James 
was fearless and changed how women pilots 
were viewed. 

Major Teresa James, 
Wilkinsburg’s famous aviatrix



This month’s featured business is the James Flower & Gift Shoppe, located at 712 Wood Street in 
downtown Wilkinsburg, PA 15221.

This family owned and operated floral shop has 
beautiful displays and has been located in the 
area for over a century. James Flower and Gift 
Shoppe was started by Mr. and Mrs. Herbert 
James at a location on Franklin Avenue. Later 
they moved the floral shop to a Wood Street 
location, where daughter Teresa James worked as 
a floral designer and manager.  For the past 30 
years the James Flower & Gift Shoppe has been 
owned and operated by Yvonne James, 
continuing in the family tradition. 

James Flower & Gift Shoppe
712 Wood Street
Wilkinsburg
PA 15221

Phone:  (412) 731-3794   (800) 860-3794

E-mail   jamesfloral@verizon.net
Credit cards accepted include: MasterCard, Discover, Visa,
American Express, Carte Blanche and Diners Club

James Flower and Gift Shoppe features a stunning array of floral arrangements and gifts, with a dedicated 
staff who strive to fulfill each order with exactly what you are hoping for.  Yvonne James and her staff care 
about every customer and every flower, and the results speak for themselves.

James Flower & Gift Shop serves the following areas: Forest Hills, Bloomfield, Braddock, Braddock Hills, 
Churchill, East Pittsburgh, Edgewood, North Braddock, Swissvale, Penn Hills, Greenfield, Oakland, Point 
Breeze, Rankin, Regent Square, Shadyside, Squirrel Hill, East Liberty, Pittsburgh, Wilkinsburg and Homewood

The shop specializes in all of the following services:
-Large inventory of fresh flowers  - Tropicals - Plants  - European/dish gardens
-Contemporary and traditional arrangements - High-style floral arrangements
-Silk arrangements - Dried floral arrangements - Weddings - Funeral designs
-Gourmet and fruit baskets - Gift baskets - Candy - Greeting cards - Balloons

In this 1905 image, the historic location at 
712 Wood Street was occupied by Heck Brothers 
men’s clothing. Front window displays had men’s 
straw hats. 

mailto:jamesfloral@verizon.net
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Wilkinsburg Historical Society Annual Dinner 
 Monday, November 18, 2013  6:30 pm

We will meet and dine at D’Imperio’s Restaurant, 3412 William Penn Hwy, Wilkins Twp. PA 15235 
(on business Route 22) . This is always a special occasion when we celebrate another year of our 
active Wilkinsburg Historical Society and acknowledge the leaders. 
  
Our special guests of honor will be Bernie and Esther Queneau who were featured in our June 2013 
Archives as we celebrated the 100th anniversary of the Lincoln Highway.  The Queneaus are 
nationally known for their involvement with the Lincoln Highway.  It was Bernie, as a fifteen year old 
Eagle Scout, who was chosen from thousands of Scouts to travel cross-country in 1928 promoting 
Scouting and Highway Safety. Esther, formerly the President of the Lincoln Highway Association, has 
tirelessly promoted our first coast-to-coast highway. This amazing couple was featured in Rick 
Sebak‘s WQED DVD about the Lincoln. Bernie and Esther have fascinating stories to share with us! 

     For our dining experience, members and guests may choose from four entrees:
1) Chicken Cordon Bleu - stuffed with ham and Swiss cheese, with white cream sauce
2) Orange Roughy Romano - egg dipped and pan fried with Romano cheese, lemon and wine
3) Seafood Cannelloni- pasta and seafood 
4) Pork Tenderloin with cranberry glaze
     All meals come with: New Yorker salad mixed greens with strawberries, walnuts and orange 
poppy seed dressing,  Rolls with Butter and dipping oil, vegetable, Dessert will be Carrot Cake 
Coffee, Tea, Iced Tea, or soft drink included (alcoholic drinks will be Cash Bar). 
Each person may choose one (1) drink with unlimited refills. 

Total cost is $25.00 per person.
Be sure to RSVP with your dinner choice as soon as possible.  Please mail your reservations, food 
choices, and checks to: Wilkinsburg Historical Society,  P.O.Box 17252,  Pittsburgh, PA 15235
Please be sure about your dinner selection – we order only as many dinners of each type as are 
requested. Payment for the dinner MUST BE made in advance.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
 Please fill this reservation form out and return it with your payment.
ANNUAL WILKINSBURG HISTORICAL SOCIETY DINNER RESERVATIONS 
Name_________________________________________________________________________
Address_______________________________________________________________________
No. attending_______________________________@ $25.00 per person! Total__________________
Amount enclosed______________________ 
Please make check payable to Wilkinsburg Historical Society 
Dinner choices (include each person attending)
_____________________     __________________       __________________    _______________
Chicken Cordon Bleu              Orange Roughy          Seafood Cannelloni        Pork Tenderloin

Reservations MUST BE MADE IN ADVANCE – Please make your reservations as soon as possible. 
Invite your friends or neighbors to enjoy the evening. Just be sure they send in a separate reservation.
Send your reservations to: Wilkinsburg Historical Society,  P.O. Box 17252,  Pittsburgh, PA 15235


