
Next Wilkinsburg Historical Society meeting to be held at Nancy’s East End Diner 

The next meeting of the Wilkinsburg Historical Society will be 6:30 pm on Monday November 16, 
2015 in Nancy’s East End Diner, 616 South Avenue in Wilkinsburg. This will be the last meeting of the 
year for the Historical Society. Our tradition has been to have the final meeting of the year in a local 
restaurant. This year we will be gathering for dinner and a program at Nancy’s, whose new owners have 
specially opened their restaurant on Monday evening to accommodate our Historical Society dinner.  
Please see inside page for details about the dinner at Nancy’s. The evening program will be an overview 
of the mission and activities of the Wilkinsburg Art and Civic Design Commission, presented by the 
Chairman of the Commission,  Jody Guy. 

Jody Guy has an extensive art background including a Bachelor of 
Arts and Master of Education from the University of Pittsburgh, as 
well as Art Education/Teaching Certification from Carlow 
University.  She has many years of experience in program 
development, community relations, fundraising, strategic planning 
and fiscal management. Jody has also been an art teacher for all 
ages of Pittsburgh students and was recognized with numerous 
awards including 2003 Mattel Art Teacher of the Year and a 
Pittsburgh Weed and Seed Grant for a Public Garden Art Project. 
She is currently employed by the Pittsburgh Public School District 
as a Visual Art Coordinator.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
The Wilkinsburg Community Art and Civic Design Commission (WCACDC) was formed in 2009 to 
review, make recommendations and approve proposed designs for new and renovated structures, 
landscapes, works of art, memorials and monuments on all public property and on all private property 
designated for commercial use. The Commission is made up of  eleven members appointed by Council 
representing various aspects of Wilkinsburg life and who are eminent in their respective professions and 
known advocates for the arts and design. Current Commissioners are:
Jody Guy, chair/ artist/ arts administration                Rose Duggan, secretary/ artist
Brandon Boan, vice chair/ professional artist           Tracey Evans, WCDC
Tim Morris,  Wilkinsburg Historical Society            Karl Steinmetz, landscape architect/artist
Marita Garrett Boro Council                                    Brian Gaither, Professional Artist
Anna Kurtz, Ward representative, and artist
Doug Duffus, co-owner Kenyon Jewelry, Chamber of Commerce representative, metals artist 
Utkarsh Ghidyal, architect and adjunct University of Pittsburgh professor
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Wilkinsburg Community Art and Civic Design Commission - guiding public art and design
“The mission of the WCACDC is to improve and enhance the relationship between the arts, design and 
the Wilkinsburg community. Supporting a creative cultural environment through community 
engagement and informed decision-making, the Commission will encourage the integration of the arts 
into the built environment and open spaces throughout the Borough.”  This mission statement is 
demonstrated in projects under review. One project of interest is the vacant lot at the corner of South 
Avenue and Wood Street, with plans well underway to create a beautiful Borough parklet. This image 
shows the design for landscaping, paved walkway, 
art installation and benches for this area. 

Other current activities include: 
1. Partnership with the Commission, the Chamber 
of Commerce, and the borough Council on the 
development of creative placemaking projects
2. The Art Design Commission has an 
administrative intern working on a 3 year strategic 
plan
3.The Commission has just received their first grant 
for a public art project.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Nancy’s East End Diner at 616 South Avenue in Wilkinsburg will be the location for the last Historical 
Society meeting of 2015. Owner Markie Maraugha and partner Greg Stocke have specially opened their 
restaurant for our dinner meeting on Monday, November 16 at 6:30 PM. PLEASE make sure you 
arrive by 6:30. This is a great opportunity to gather with the Society in a hometown setting. 
Nancy’s East End Diner was formerly Nancy’s Restaurant for the past 30-plus years. Now, in 2015 the 
diner still has the same retro look with booths and counter service in a comfortable, casual atmosphere. 
Quite a few restaurant raters have given Nancy’s FIVE stars for great tasting homestyle food and 
superior service.  The owners have continued with a Wilkinsburg transition by purchasing and moving 
into a home in our Borough. They have created a dinner menu for our Historical Society to choose from 
on November 16. Menu includes pulled pork, meatloaf, homemade macaroni and cheese, vegetable/side 
salad, beverage, sweet potato pie, Leona’s ice cream. Bring a friend! There is parking and the diner seats 
40. Credit cards accepted, (not American Express)  Complete meal in the $10.-$12 range. 



PH&LF continues to host workshops, lectures and seminars at the beautifully restored Landmarks 
Preservation Resource Center in Wilkinsburg at 744 Rebecca Avenue. There is no charge for PH&LF 
members, or for Wilkinsburg Historical Society members whose dues are current. Non-members pay just 
$5 to attend. This month’s lectures and seminars include such topics as: Winter Garden design, 
Hardwood floor selection and installation, The Bridges of Pittsburgh, Aging in Place: Designing a home, 
Tile Floor installation and Carpentry Basics. For details on the day and time of each seminar, please log 
onto phlf.org
PH&LF is now in its 51st year of preservation and renewal in Pittsburgh. Their principle of “renewing 
communities and building pride among the people who live there” is absolutely evident everywhere in 
Pittsburgh and also in our Borough. Preservation and renewal are valuable concepts and funds are 
always needed. There is even a special Historic Religious Properties fund through PH&LF that 
specifically aids grants for churches. Our Wilkinsburg “City of Churches” has been the beneficiary of 
several of these grants.  PLEASE consider a tax deductible donation, large or small to: 

PH&LF,   100 West Station Square Drive, Suite 450,   Pittsburgh, PA 15219-1134
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

A big THANK YOU to Wilkinsburg resident Kevin Santillo who noticed that the   
landscaping around the famed Lincoln Statue needed attention. Kevin voluntarily 
trimmed the grass and cleaned up the area, giving Mr. Lincoln a nice place to 
watch over. Many thanks also to member Jim Richard who has spent a great deal 
of time keeping the Lincoln statue area beautiful. 
Since 1916 the Lincoln Statue has been an important part of Wilkinsburg history. 
Standing at the intersection of Penn Avenue and Ardmore Boulevard it marks the 
original alignment of the Lincoln Highway, America’s first coast to coast highway. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
During the winter months we do not have regular Historical Society programming. However, activities 
continue as members engage in planning for 2016 programs. We will have some planning sessions for 
2016 programs for anyone interested in presenting a topic. If you 
have an idea for a program, or have some information or expertise 
in a subject please contact us. You can send ideas to: Wilkinsburg 
Historical Society, P.O. Box 17252, Pittsburgh, PA 15235  You 
can also email using the Archives email address. 
One of the first programs for 2016 will be about the Mom and Pop  
grocery, meat, produce and dairy stores that were located in 
Wilkinsburg during the 1920s, 1930s, 1940s, 1950s and 1960s. 
We would love to include photos and stories relating to these 
shops. Please send  a copy of your photo of the inside or outside 
of any food shop, along with any information you may know. Find 
those photos of shops before the big super markets took over!



Brief synopsis of the programs presented by the Wilkinsburg Historical Society in 2015

March 16, 2015
The first meeting of 2015 was a presentation from Kenneth Chu, 
team leader of graduate students from the Heinz College at Carnegie 
Mellon University. Chu explained the Wilkinsburg project that they 
named Vacant Home Tour. Concerned about urban blight the team 
created a project to engage the Wilkinsburg community with the 
abandoned homes in our neighborhoods. The idea was to help uncover 
the histories of some of the homes, learn about the people who lived 

in them, and visualize a possible future that may include renovation or restoration. He explained that the 
Vacant Home Tour aims to inspire hope to change our perception of deteriorated neighborhoods. The 
actual tour was held on Saturday, May 9, 2015 with over 600 people participating. 

April 20, 2015
Wilkinsburg Municipal Building, known as the ‘Borough building’ 
is 75 years old in 2015. Originally dedicated on January 1, 1940 the 
Municipal building was designed to be a true community center with 
governmental offices, police department, fire department, children’s 
and adult library, stage for theatrical performances and other rooms 
for the public to have available. 
The program was an 85 slide presentation about the Wilkinsburg 
‘Borough’ Building and its important role for seventy-five years. 

May 18, 2015 
The evening program was “Vernon Covell - His Life and Legacy”. Vernon Royce 
Covell (1866-1949) was a brilliant Wilkinsburg resident who engineered dozens of 
bridges in Allegheny County, served for forty years as Superintendent of Sunday 
School at South Avenue Methodist Church, served several terms on the 
Wilkinsburg School Board and cared for his extended family in incredible ways. 
He was the grandfather of Historical Society member Marilyn Hemker Karpinski.

June 15, 2015
The program was “Jane Grey Cannon Swisshelm - Woman Crusader”, a slide 
presentation about the complex and passionate woman who was born 200 years ago 
(December 6, 1815) , and whose family moved to Wilkinsburg when she was only a 
year old. As a child prodigy, Jane was able to make lace at the age of three, taught 
lace-making at age six, and started a school for Wilkinsburg children when she was 
just 14 years of age. She regularly attended the Reformed Presbyterian Church, (the 
Covenanters) at the corner of South Avenue and Center Street. Later, aware of the 
injustices that women and Black Americans faced, Jane dedicated her life to writing, 
publishing, and crusading for women’s rights and anti-slavery movements. She 
penned her memoirs in a detailed autobiography, Half a Century, published in 1880.



July 20, 2015 
The evening program was about James Clubine Mates, a Civil War soldier from 
Wilkins Twp. Mates kept two diaries of his Union service as a member of the 
101st Regiment Pennsylvania Volunteers and recorded many details during his 
imprisonment at the infamous Andersonville prison at Camp Sumter in Georgia. In 
his diary entries Mates discussed the prisoners, the rations and skirmishes he was 
aware of. Mates’ great-grandson James B. Richard explained the diaries, relevant 
photographs, documents and the historic Mates Linhart Cemetery.

August 17, 2015 
The August meeting was the Historical Society’s  annual Antique Valuation 
Night. Members, guests and friends were invited to bring items for antique expert 
Jeffrey Poole to discuss and give an informal evaluation of approximate worth. 
Mr. Poole explained how items are valued based on condition, rarity, and current 
marketing trends. For over forty years Jeffrey Poole has been collecting antiques 
and has an antique shop "Victoria's Looking Glass" on the diamond in Ligonier. 
He often does valuations and appraisals for historical groups including the Heinz 
History Center. 

September 21, 2015
The September meeting was a slide presentation of vintage photos 
and re-enactment of a 1979 Historical Society interview with Edna 
Rigg Brown. Edna Rigg Brown was a woman who was born in 
Wilkinsburg June 22, 1891 and  graduated from Wilkinsburg High 
School in 1912.  She continued to live in Wilkinsburg and was 
President of the Women’s Aid Society (WSCS) at South Ave. United 
Methodist Church, an officer in the Wilkinsburg Woman’s Club and 
a member of the Wilkinsburg Historical Society.    Edna’s father was 
Dr. John Edwin Rigg, one of Wilkinsburg’s first physicians and 
whose office was located on Wood Street. This 1912 image shows 

the office building with Kuhn’s grocery store on the first floor located next to the Shield’s Building. 

October 19, 2015 
The evening program focused on the Woman’s Suffrage movement and efforts in 
Pittsburgh to gain the Right to Vote for women. In Pittsburgh, one of the leaders 
in the fight for women to vote was Winifred Barron Meek Morris, 
grandmother of  Wilkinsburg Historical Society treasurer, Thomas “Tim” Morris. 
From 1915 to 1919 Winifred Morris kept a scrapbook of her activities with news 
clippings, certificates, poster and letters detailing her tireless work with the Equal 
Franchise Federation, Red Cross and Liberty Loans during World War I. The 
slide show and discussion highlighted all the activities of Winifred Morris and 
other women of Pittsburgh who worked for women’s rights and helped America 
to win World War I.



Wilkinsburg Historical Society has a website!
The Wilkinsburg Historical Society has a website to share more information about the history of 
Wilkinsburg.  This site is continuing to build and has photo images of  advertising items, businesses, 
churches, schools, celebrations, High School yearbooks and residential areas. Another section has past 
issues of the “Archives”, the Wilkinsburg Historical Society newsletter. We have posted information 
about membership dues and how to contact the Society. We will be adding much more information in the 
coming months. To visit the site:   wilkinsburghistory.wordpress.com 

Images of America - Wilkinsburg is a book written a few years ago by members 
of the Wilkinsburg Historical Society and published by Arcadia.  It has over 200 
images in 128 pages about the history of Wilkinsburg. The time covered is from 
the late 1700s to 1962 when Wilkinsburg celebrated 75 years of incorporation. 
There are ten chapters with photos and descriptions of the early founders, 
businesses, churches, schools, famous citizens, clubs and organizations. We still 
have this book available to purchase, which helps raise funds for our preservation 
projects. Price per book is $20. which includes shipping to any U.S. address. 
Please make checks payable to:Wilkinsburg Historical Society, and specify that 
the check is for Images of America -Wilkinsburg book. This timeless book  
makes a great gift idea!

Mailing address: Wilkinsburg Historical Society, P.O. Box 17252, Pittsburgh, PA 15235 

We meet at 7:30 PM on the third Monday of months from March through November, usually at the 
South Avenue United Methodist Church in Wilkinsburg.

Wilkinsburg Historical Society yearly dues are:  $20.00  INDIVIDUAL Member,   $35.00 FAMILY 
Membership, $10.00 STUDENT or ASSOCIATE Members (for out of towners who usually can’t 
attend meetings)

This is the home page of the website for the Wilkinsburg Historical Society.


