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Historical Society members enjoy learning about Wilkinsburg’s past, but always with an eye to the 
future. We were thrilled to learn that the diligent work of the Wilkinsburg Community Development 
Corp. has been successful again. This time it involves our once-beautiful train station getting approval 
for grant funding towards restoration. This funding plan approved by the Redevelopment Authority of 
Allegheny County includes grants from Community Infrastructure & Tourism Fund and Pennsylvania 
Historic & Museum Commission. This initial approval means that roof repairs, masonry repairs, 
vegetation removal and stabilization can begin. The WCDC will have a fundraising campaign to 
continue the restoration. We will be sure to keep Archive readers informed about the progress. 
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The next meeting of the Wilkinsburg Historical Society will be 7:30 pm Monday evening, November 
17, 2014 at the South Avenue United Methodist Church. (Please use the Ross Avenue entrance, left 
door.) We will be discussing rail transportation to and from Wilkinsburg, from 1852 to 1966. A slide 
presentation of our trains, schedules and three train stations will be shown. Also, plans for restoration of 
the current station will be discussed. 
This will be our last meeting for 2014 as we begin a winter break from regular programs. However, there 
are plenty of opportunities for your involvement during the winter. We will be sending out a January, 2015 
issue of the Archives to keep our readers (e-mail and postal mail) up to date on the various projects of the 
Wilkinsburg Historical Society. 
A special note of thanks to everyone who renewed their Historical Society membership this year (and 
those who have already renewed for 2015!), attended our monthly programs, and contributed funds to 
help us with ongoing expenses and various restoration projects. YOU ARE APPRECIATED!

The left image is a circa 1910 photo-postcard showing the second of Wilkinsburg’s train stations, located 
on Wood Street at the railroad. The station was built in 1884, before the railroad tracks were elevated to 
eliminate hazardous crossings. The right image, circa 1940s shows the third and current railroad station, 
built in 1914-1916. Beautifully designed and constructed of granite, limestone, Kittanning brick with a 
marble interior and brass fittings, it cost $350,000, a considerable amount for 100 years ago. 



Images from the Frank Conrad state marker re-dedication ceremony - Oct. 17, 2014

Rick Harris has been working for years to create a National Museum of Broadcasting for Pittsburgh. 
The re-dedication ceremony for the Frank Conrad state marker was a joint project of the Wilkinsburg 
Community Development Corporation and the NMB. This special event was held at Community LIFE, 
just one block from where the marker will be permanently placed. Rick created an impressive display 
of photos and antique radio equipment to view. 

Alice Sapienza-Donnelly and Rick Harris have 
worked together with the goal of creating a 
National Museum of Broadcasting. 
For more information on this project, to donate 
and how you can help, visit the website at 
www.nmb.org

Bill Hillgrove, served as Master of Ceremonies 
for the event, introducing radio and television 
personalities who attended. 

The unveiling of the marker was done by David 
Conrad and Jamie Conrad, great-grandsons of 
Frank Conrad. David is known to many TV 
viewers as the star actor in “Ghost Whisperer”. 

http://www.nmb.org
http://www.nmb.org


Business/Organization of the Month - Community Life - East End
Dedicated to keeping older adults happy, healthy, and at home.

Wilkinsburg Historical Society is proud to 
recognize great Wilkinsburg organizations.  
In October the WCDC and  Community LIFE 
hosted the Conrad Historic State marker 
celebration at their beautiful facility on 
Meade Street in Wilkinsburg. (formerly the 
structure was Automotive Ignition). To better 
acquaint our readers with this organization, 
we have chosen Community Life - East End 
as our Business/Organization of the month. 

Community Life - East End
 301 Meade Street

Pittsburgh, PA 15221

Community LIFE is a program that brings 
the region’s experts in geriatric medicine 
and care together to work as a team in 
specialized Day Health Centers, to help 
older adults enjoy the highest quality of life 
possible. 
Community LIFE professionals work on the 
patient’s schedule, and are committed to 
keeping older adults independent, and in 
their homes. The wide range of services are 
designed to meet the varied needs of 
seniors, and include medical care, social 
services, meals, activities, transportation and 
much more. 

Community LIFE is a non-profit program sponsored by the Jewish 
Association on Aging, Presbyterian Senior Care and UPMC. Together these 
organizations bring expertise and commitment in caring for older adults. 

Community LIFE serves all people regardless of race, color, creed, religion, 
sex, national origin, age, familial status, sexual orientation, handicap or 

disability.  Requirements for eligible participation include: Be at least 55 years of age, Be determined 
clinically eligible for the program, Be able to live safely at home and in the community with some 
assistance, and live in the service area. 

This information was provided from the Community LIFE website. Much more information is posted 
there with details about their varied  services and additional locations. Please visit the site at: 
www.commlife.org 

http://www.commlife.org
http://www.commlife.org


~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

     

Rubble from the Penn-Lincoln Hotel demolition has all been removed. The northwest corner of Penn 
Avenue and Center Street is now a blank slate,waiting for the right developer to build something 
special on this huge prime lot. This image was taken October 29, 2014. The building to the far left is 
the Christian Church of Wilkinsburg which faces Wallace Avenue. The middle building is the 
Wilkinsburg Jr/Sr. High School. The building to the right is an office building facing Center Street. 

Wilkinsburg 1887-2012, Celebrating the Past, Present & Future is a nearly 200 
page book that the Wilkinsburg Historical Society compiled for Wilkinsburg’s 
125th anniversary . This soft-cover book is available for $15.00 with free shipping. 
(checks made out to Wilkinsburg Historical Society and and sent to P.O. Box 
17252, Pittsburgh PA 15235. Please make sure you mark that you want the 125th 
anniversary book. Money earned from sales helps in our preservation projects.

 Nominating Committee of the Wilkinsburg Historical Society, headed by Bill Zimpleman, has not 
had any new requests from members wishing to take a leadership role in the Wilkinsburg Historical 
Society for the upcoming year. Our current President, Anne Elise Morris is willing to continue in this 
position. Additionally, our Treasurer, Tim Morris is willing to continue his role in the Society. 
Member Jean Dexheimer has been nominated for Recording Secretary and is willing to assume this 
role. We still need a volunteer to serve as Refreshment Coordinator. These nominees must be voted 
on at our November 17, 2014 meeting. At that time, we can still accept nominations from the floor as 
long as the nominee is present and is willing to serve if elected.

The Foundation: The Resurgence of Wilkinsburg Football 1996-1999 
is available at Amazon.com now. Written by David Finoli, it tells an inspirational 
story of Coach Tony Mitchell and the Wilkinsburg Tigers. In paperback $12.17 or 
Kindle version for just $9.99. Although not a project of the Society, we do love to 
promote great stories about Wilkinsburg. 



Recap of Wilkinsburg Historical Society meetings and activities during 2014

Meetings held at 7:30 PM on the third Monday of months March through November at South Avenue 
United Methodist Church in Wilkinsburg

March 17, 2014 - Dream City - Wilkinsburg’s amusement park in 1906
Program included a slide presentation of Dream City and other Pittsburgh area 
trolley parks. We also viewed vintage photographs of the Great St. Patrick’s Day 
flood of 1936. 

April 21, 2014 - Penn-Lincoln Hotel - Celebrating the vibrant past of 
Wilkinsburg’s 87 year old hotel
Slide presentation of vintage Penn-Lincoln Hotel items including grand 
opening booklet from 1927, china, menus, matchbooks, newspaper articles

May 19, 2014 -  Early Transportation in Wilkinsburg 1850s to 1950s 
Slide presentation of early automobiles, trolleys and buses and the streets and 
avenues they travelled on in Wilkinsburg

June 16, 2014  - Terry Mowrey and the Wolverine 
Mechanical Toy Co.
Terry brought a treasure trove of vintage metal mechanical 
toys manufactured by the Wolverine Co. in Pittsburgh. He also brought autographed 
copies of his popular book “Wolverine Toys and The Story of the Wolverine Mfg. Co”

July 21, 2014 - Wilkinsburg’s Seven-Mile Stone 
This program reviewed  the 200 year history of our mile marker stone that was originally 
placed in 1815 on Penn Avenue, then known as the “Pike”. 

August 18, 2014 - Antique Evaluation Night in Wilkinsburg
Antique expert Natalie Curley educated and entertained everyone who came to this annual event. Items 
were discussed and unofficial value was estimated on many types of antique and vintage items. 

September 15, 2014 - Look Up, Wilkinsburg!  Appreciating the beautiful                      
architecture in our town. 
This fifty-slide presentation showcased the beautiful and ornate architectural 
elements adorning our Wilkinsburg business district. 

October 20, 2014 - Frank Conrad - His Life & Legacy and Re-dedication of the 
State Historical Marker honoring the achievements of Frank Conrad. 
Slide presentation and video by National Museum of Broadcasting’s Rick Harris



These monthly programs are created by the Wilkinsburg Historical Society for members, guests and 
interested others to learn about our area. Bring a friend or neighbor to enjoy our programs. We meet at 
7:30 PM on the third Monday of months from March through November, usually at the South Avenue 
United Methodist Church. 
This is your Historical Society so please support it with your presence. SEE YOU THERE!! 
____________________________________________________________________________________

Wilkinsburg Historical Society
Yearly dues for the Wilkinsburg Historical Society are:
$20.00 INDIVIDUAL Member       $35.00 FAMILY Membership 
$10.00 STUDENT or ASSOCIATE Members (for out of town members who cannot usually attend 
meetings.)
Please pay your yearly dues so that we can continue to send out the Archives newsletter, assist with 
preservation projects and have interesting programs. A big THANK YOU to those who have already sent  
their dues, and a special THANKS to the members who contributed extra funds in the ‘donation’ box. 

Our mailing address: Wilkinsburg Historical Society,  P.O. Box 17252,  Pittsburgh, PA 15235

We are encouraging all of our members to save a tree and help save us postage by providing an email 
address for delivery of your Archives newsletter. Please send your request for email version to Bill 
Zimpleman and use:  yozimpp@comcast.net.  We will continue to send your newsletter through the post 
office if you need a postal “snail mail” version, if that is your preference.

We always appreciate information, photos, ideas for programs and volunteers who would like to present 
a program to the Wilkinsburg Historical Society. Please consider how you would like to be involved.
Send us a note to our PO Box or email Bill Zimpleman at yozimpp@comcast.net

Wilkinsburg Historical Society - Membership application 

Help promote the valuable history of Wilkinsburg.

Name ______________________________________________
Address_________________________________________________
City, State, Zip___________________________________________
Home Phone__________________ Cell Phone_______________
E-mail address___________________________________________
           (    )   $20   Individual membership
	    (    )   $35   Family membership
	    (    )   $10   Student or associate membership
	    (    )   $________ Additional donation
 Please make check payable to:  Wilkinsburg Historical Society
	                                             PO Box 17252, Pittsburgh, PA  15235

mailto:yozimpp@comcast.net
mailto:yozimpp@comcast.net
mailto:yozimpp@comcast.net
mailto:yozimpp@comcast.net

