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Wilkinsburg Historical Society Annual Dinner -- Monday, November 18, 2013  6:30 pm
We will meet and dine at D’Imperio’s Restaurant, 3412 William Penn Hwy, Wilkins Twp. PA 15235 
(on business Route 22) . This is always a special occasion when we celebrate another year of our 
active Wilkinsburg Historical Society and acknowledge the leaders. 
  
Our special guests of honor will be Bernie and Esther Queneau who were featured in our June 2013 
Archives as we celebrated the 100th anniversary of the 
Lincoln Highway.  The Queneaus are nationally known 
for their involvement with the Lincoln Highway.  It was 
Bernie, as a fifteen year old Eagle Scout, who was chosen 
from thousands of Scouts to travel cross-country in 1928 
promoting Scouting and Highway Safety. Esther, 
formerly the President of the Lincoln Highway 
Association, has tirelessly promoted our first coast-to-
coast highway. This amazing couple was featured in Rick 
Sebak‘s WQED DVD about the Lincoln. Bernie and Esther 
have fascinating stories to share with us! 

     For our dining experience, members and guests may choose from four entrees:
1) Chicken Cordon Bleu - stuffed with ham and Swiss cheese, with white cream sauce
2) Orange Roughy Romano - egg dipped and pan fried with Romano cheese, lemon and wine
3) Seafood Cannelloni- pasta and seafood 
4) Pork Tenderloin with cranberry glaze
     All meals come with: New Yorker salad mixed greens with strawberries, walnuts and orange 
poppy seed dressing,  Rolls with Butter and dipping oil, vegetable, Dessert will be Carrot Cake, 
Coffee, Tea, Iced Tea, or soft drink included (alcoholic drinks will be Cash Bar). 
Each person may choose one (1) drink with unlimited refills. 

Total cost is $25.00 per person.
Be sure to RSVP with your dinner choice as soon as possible.  Please mail your reservations, food 
choices, and checks to: Wilkinsburg Historical Society,  P.O.Box 17252,  Pittsburgh, PA 15235
Please be sure about your dinner selection – we order only as many dinners of each type as are 
requested. Payment for the dinner MUST BE made in advance, received by November 15, 2013.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Please fill out reservation form on next page and return it with your payment. 
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Please fill out and mail your reservation for our Annual Dinner. If you don’t want to cut up your 
Archives, or for our email members, just include the needed information on a separate piece of paper 
and mail to the Wilkinsburg Historical Society, P.O. Box 17252, Pittsburgh PA  15235

ANNUAL WILKINSBURG HISTORICAL SOCIETY DINNER RESERVATIONS 
Name_________________________________________________________________________
Address_______________________________________________________________________
No. attending_______________________________@ $25.00 per person! Total__________________
Amount enclosed______________________ 
Please make check payable to Wilkinsburg Historical Society 
Dinner choices (include each person attending)
_____________________     __________________       __________________    _______________
Chicken Cordon Bleu              Orange Roughy          Seafood Cannelloni        Pork Tenderloin

Reservations MUST BE MADE IN ADVANCE – Please make your reservations as soon as possible. 
Invite your friends or neighbors to enjoy the evening. Just be sure they send in a separate reservation.
Send your reservations to: Wilkinsburg Historical Society,  P.O. Box 17252,  Pittsburgh, PA 15235
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Bernie Queneau is third from the left 
above, among the Eagle Scouts and 
two leaders who spent six weeks 
driving across the Lincoln Highway 
in 1928.  They rode in this REO 
Speedwagon, configured to look like 
a Conestoga wagon. 
As they came down the Lincoln 
Highway (also known as Penn 
Avenue in Wilkinsburg), they 
stopped and stayed the night at the 
then-brand-new Penn-Lincoln Hotel. 

Here is a picture of Bernie Queneau 
with his 100th birthday cake during the 
2012 LHA conference in Canton, Ohio.  
This photo image was taken by Kathy 
Franzwa, editor of the Lincoln Highway 
Forum. 



Lincoln Highway bash lures Bernie back to Kearney 
 (This article, reprinted with permission, was written by Mary Jane Skala and appeared in the Kearney Hub, 
June 22, 2013 just prior to the 100th anniversary celebration of the Lincoln Highway.

By MARY JANE SKALA Hub Staff Writer
KEARNEY— You might call Bernie and Esther Queneau the Lovebirds of the Lincoln Highway.
The famous road sparked their romance.
Next week, at ages 101 and 88, respectively, they will 
drive from Pittsburgh to Kearney for the Lincoln 
Highway Centennial Celebration June 30-July 1.
“We just bought a new, red Chevy Malibu for the 
trip,” Esther said. “When we arrive, don’t expect a 
decrepit old man. Bernie just drove down to 
Washington, D.C., a few weeks ago.”
Their story begins in 1997, when Esther, then Esther 
Oyster and a widow, was president of the Lincoln 
Highway Association and needed a speaker for the 
annual banquet.
Someone told her about a man named B.R. Queneau 
who, as a 16-year-old Eagle Scout, had ridden across 
the Lincoln Highway from Times Square to San 
Francisco in 1928. She sat down at her computer to 
track him down.
She found four men named Bernie Queneau on 
whitepages.com, narrowed the field, and called one of them. It was the Bernie she wanted.
Not only did Bernie speak at that convention, but Esther drove from her home in Hayesville, Ohio, to his home 
in Pittsburgh to videotape him talking about that 1928 trip for the LHA archives. It was all strictly business 
because Bernie was married.
Fast forward five years, to 2002. Queneau was asked to speak about his 1928 Lincoln Highway adventures for 
the LHA conference in San Francisco. By then, Esther had moved to Santa Monica, Calif., to be closer to her 
children, and since she had already met Queneau, “the association asked me to be his escort,” she said. “So I 
did.”
His wife had died, and as Esther met him at the Sacramento airport and drove him to San Francisco and back, 
she found him to be “witty, knowledgeable and fun to be with,”
When she said good-bye at the airport, “She gave me a big hug, and I was lost,” Bernie said.
That ignited something, and on May 31, 2003, they were married. They honeymooned at the 2003 LHA 
convention and settled in Pittsburgh.
Bernie has keen memories of that 1928 Lincoln Highway trip. A runner-up in a national Boy Scout contest, he 
and three other Eagle Scouts went on a six-week nationwide safety tour to promote the Lincoln Highway and an 
upcoming national Scouting event in Frankfort, Ill.
The Scouts rode with three adults in a 1928 REO Speedwagon that Esther calls a “Conestoga wagon” behind a 
truck cab. Every day, young Bernie wrote three or four lines in a small diary.
The Scouts stopped six times each day during that 7,000-mile trip to demonstrate swimming lessons, first aid 
and fire building. They saw a rodeo in Cheyenne, Wyo. They met movie stars Mary Pickford and Douglas 
Fairbanks on a movie set in Hollywood.

http://whitepages.com/
http://whitepages.com/


“We drove up Pikes Peak, too,” Bernie said, “but that vehicle could only get up to 10,000 feet elevation, so we 
had to climb the last 4,000 feet. I was 16 years old, so it wasn’t too bad.”
He’s had an exotic life. Born to an American mother and a French father, he spent his childhood in Europe. 
When he was 13, the family returned to his mother’s hometown of Minneapolis.
He graduated from high school at 15, celebrated his 16th birthday and then traveled the Lincoln Highway. By 
age 24, he earned a doctorate in metallurgy from the University of Minnesota.
He became a professor at Columbia University. He joined the U.S. Navy in 1941. After World War II, he 
worked for U.S. Steel and became general manager of quality control in the firm’s home office in Pittsburgh.
Esther, the daughter of a farmer, knew all about the Lincoln Highway because it was the main street through her 
hometown of Hayesville.
“My mother always talked about it — the hobos and the gypsies who went past sometimes. She was afraid of 
them,” she said.
Esther, a court reporter, joined the LHA, served as its president and sat on its board of directors and did 
extensive research on the historic road.
Today, Bernie is a gourmet chef who turns out dishes such as navarin of lamb (“you cook it in a kettle with red 
wine,”) coq au vin and poached pears in red wine. He volunteers at the library and savors books about World 
War II.
“He has to watch his health — he had a pacemaker put in not long ago — but a few weeks ago he drove his car 
down Connecticut Avenue in Washington, D.C.,” Esther said.
Next week, he will drive down Central Avenue here for the Lincoln Highway festivities. On the way, they will 
stop at the Lincoln Highway marker in Frankfort to see the mural about Bernie’s Eagle Scout adventure.
Along with his picture, it quotes from his diary: “We did three little good road turns: pushed a car from a ditch, 
helped change a flat, and lent some gasoline.’”
A few years ago, the couple was featured in a PBS documentary that dubbed them the Lovebirds of the Lincoln 
Highway.
“She has put up with me for 10 years,” Bernie said.
“After being a widow for14 years, I never expected to get married again,” she said. “He’s the best thing that’s 
ever happened to me.”
email to:
maryjane.skala@kearneyhub.com

Lincoln Highway Centennial Grand Marshals 
Kermit and Ruby Wilke of Wilcox drive their 
1911 Model 32 Buick in the June 30 Lincoln 
Highway Centennial parade. The event 
attracted a crowd of 12,000-14,000, along with 
140 classic automobiles and national media 
attention. 
The Nebraska Tourism Commission 
named the Lincoln Highway Centennial 
the state’s top tourism event of 2013.

Photo by Rick Tucker, Kearney Hub file
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Notes and thoughts from your Wilkinsburg Historical Society president, Anne Elise Morris:
Thank you! If you are reading this message it means that in some way you are connected with the Wilkinsburg 
Historical Society.  As the current president, I want to express my appreciation to everyone who helped make 
this year, 2013, successful. We had many new and renewed memberships,  and some donated extra funds to help  
support our organization.  Many, many thanks to those of you who were so generous with time and funds!

We had wonderful programs presented by members and friends of the Society.  Our programs this year were: 
March 18 - “Irish Pittsburgh” by Pat McElligott, a slide show of vintage photographs, a detailed history of the 
Irish who settled in Pittsburgh in the last century and a review of her newly published Arcadia book. 

 April 15 - was a recognition of the Centennial celebration of the Lincoln Highway with vintage photos and 
slides depicting the history of this famous highway. Our Historical Society, with Jim Richard in particular, 
spearheaded the move to have eight Lincoln Highway markers placed on Ardmore Blvd. and on Penn Avenue to 
let travelers know that they are on the original Lincoln.  

May 20 - Review of “Deacon Bill McKechnie - A Baseball Biography” by Conrad Stinson, along with slides of 
Bill McK’s life, many original photos and news articles, and expert baseball commentary of Bill Zimpleman 

June 17 - we saw a slide show “Penn Avenue - Past, Present, and Future” to really get an idea of what is 
happening on our main corridor. (Exciting things are planned, so stay tuned!) 

July 15  was a field trip to the wonderful Braddock’s Battlefield History Center. This is one of Pennsylvania’s 
newest “museums”,  but much more than that! Although there are hundreds of paintings and artifacts to help the 
visitor understand the significance of the Battle there is also a video theater with plenty to view and a gift shop 
area to buy a book or souvenir shirt. Located just a couple of miles from Wilkinsburg (down Ardmore Blvd. to 
intersection at Yost Blvd., turn right on Yost and travel just a mile and a half).  Braddock’s Battlefield History 
Center should be a “must visit” on your list. Wheelchair accessible/ open Tuesday, Saturday, & Sunday / 
$5 admission, $2.50 children.  Volunteers are needed. Contact: www.braddocksbattlefield.com/volunteers

August 19 - Antique expert Jeff Poole came to evaluate and discuss the treasures and collectibles that members 
and guests brought. As Jeff is a world traveler and antique shop owner, as well as a Spanish teacher, his visits 
are always entertaining and educational. Some items were far more valuable than the owners thought!

September 16 - Jim Haller, baseball historian and Heinz History center docent, presented “Take me out to the 
ballgame - memories of growing up with baseball in Pittsburgh” This outstanding slide presentation covered  
many aspects of  Pirate baseball in the last century. (What a great year to talk about the Pirates!)

October 21 - Wilkinsburg Stamp Club, one of the largest and best-known clubs of its kind was presented by 
Club leaders Andy Novotny and Jim Senkewitz. This active club meets on the second and fourth Sundays in the 
Louis Yagle room of the Churchill Borough Building at 1:00 pm and welcome visitors and new members to 
bring stamp collections or inherited stamp collections for advice. They have a great website and a monthly 
newsletter. Check it out at wilkinsburgstampclub.com 

November 18 - Our annual dinner is the end of our programming for the year. This year our honored guests are 
Bernie and Esther Queneau, nationally known for their long history and passion for the Lincoln Highway. This 
year, 2013 is the 100th anniversary of the Lincoln Highway, and it is special indeed for these two celebrities to 
come and share some of their stories with us. Dinner is at D’Imperios Restaurant on Business Route 22 in 
Wilkins Township at 6:30 pm.

http://www.braddocksbattlefield.com/volunteers
http://www.braddocksbattlefield.com/volunteers


Additional thanks to those who helped at the meetings with video equipment, assisted with getting the Archives 
newsletter written, printed, distributed and emailed, suggested or recruited speakers, wrote articles or memories 
for the Archives, those who brought refreshments, helped to research topics and maintained the park space 
around the Abraham Lincoln statue. Some of you helped with the sales of the books and DVD that the 
Historical Society has produced in the past two years and your efforts are truly appreciated. All of these 
activities help spread the word about our organization.  Many thanks to the members who gave extra time and 
effort: Carol Heckman, Bill Zimpleman, Tim Morris, Edgar Taylor,  Jim Richard , Joel Minnigh, and Jean 
Dexheimer. 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Each year the Wilkinsburg Historical Society joins with other historical groups. Associating with other like-
minded historical and preservation groups gives us access to their great resources and a few special perks.  As 
members of the Senator John Heinz History Center and the Smithsonian Institution at the HCAP Affiliate 
level we have a special card which admits four adults free of charge to the exhibits. (This card is kept by Jim 
Richard and can be borrowed for use by members. Call Jim at 412-371-2601 to request use of the card.) The 
current exhibition is From Slavery to Freedom and Pennsylvania’s Civil War.  This is an outstanding exhibition 
of artifacts, life-like figures and unpublished images that trace the story of the men and women of this region 
and their impact on the Civil War. 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
We also have a membership with the Pittsburgh History and Landmarks Foundation, whose work in 
Pittsburgh and Allegheny County has saved countless buildings from deterioration and demolition.  There are 
numerous projects that have been completed in Wilkinsburg, giving renewed hope for neighborhoods. 
PHLF has such a commitment to preservation that they totally renovated the old Packard showroom, 744 
Rebecca Avenue in Wilkinsburg to create the Landmarks Preservation Resource Center. At the Landmarks PRC 

free classes are held every month on all aspects of building 
preservation. Past topics ranged from stained glass window repair, to 
installing storm doors, masonry cleaning, solar energy, and drywall 
installation. For November the topics are fireplaces, lighting and 
chimney restoration and cleaning. The November 16 (10:00 to 11:30) 
workshop is about chimney sweeping, while the Saturday, November 
23 workshop is about lighting, presented by Typhoon Lighting. All 
workshops/seminars are free and open to the general public. RSVP’s 
are appreciated.  Visit their website at www.PHLF.org      

 Contact Mary Lu Denny at 412-471-5808 ext 527. 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Our book, Wilkinsburg: 1887-2012, Celebrating the Past, Present & Future  
was published this year.  The Wilkinsburg Historical Society compiled this 200 
page commemorative book to recognize our town’s history, celebrations, 
Borough government, schools, churches, non-profit organizations, the 125th 
Anniversary and supporting businesses and agencies of Wilkinsburg. 
It is available for $15.00 (checks made out to Wilkinsburg Historical Society). 
Money earned from sales helps with our preservation projects.  You can buy the 
book at either branch of the Wilkinsburg Public Library, or order by mail from 
the Wilkinsburg Historical Society, P.O. Box 17252, Pittsburgh, PA  15235.
Mail orders MUST include check for $15 + $3 postage/handling for a total of 
$18.00. 

Landmarks Preservation Resource Center


