
          

A new year of programs is about to begin for members and guests of the Wilkinsburg Historical Society! 
Our 2014 program year starts at 7:30 pm on Monday, March 17, 2014 in the Wesley Room of the South 
Avenue United Methodist Church (use the left rear Ross Avenue entrance). Bring a friend or neighbor to attend 
the programs that have been created for your enjoyment. Remember, this is your Historical Society  and we all 
should support the efforts of others. Now that the brutal winter weather is over, take the opportunity  to come 
down to our host church, South Avenue U.M. Church and learn about the planned activities for the coming year. 
SEE YOU THERE!! Remember, guests, friends, neighbors (anyone!) are welcome to visit any of our meetings. 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
During this winter, the Society  has received several requests for information about defunct amusement parks. 
Researching these turn-of-the-last-century parks has revealed some surprising facts. The Wilkinsburg Historical 
Society meeting will include a slide presentation about our famous Dream City amusement park which was 
built  in Wilkinsburg in 1906. It will also include vintage photos of other Pittsburgh amusement parks built 
during the same decade, e.g. Luna Park, West View Park and Kennywood Park.  Most of these “trolley” parks 
no longer exist, but we have slides showing the rise and fall of these entertaining places. 
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The image on the left is Wilkinsburg’s Dream City Park, built in 1906 and opened May 30, 1906.  It was 
located up the hill from Montier St. and Laketon Road, (off of what is now named Robinson Boulevard). 
The park was designed by William F. Hamilton, a New Yorker who had become well-known for creating 
such parks. At the same time Hamilton was busy designing a nearly identical Dream City in Omaha, 
Nebraska. This “twin” was opened July 1, 1906 according to the Omaha Daily Bee newspaper. Hamilton 
had developed an international reputation, having also designed parks in Chicago, New York, St. Louis and 
Pittsburgh. He may have travelled to Paris, France and been inspired by the Parisian Dream City that was a 
major part of the 1900 World’s Fair and Exposition. Hamilton was fond of using a grand entry of Moorish 
architecture with a pagoda top, as seen in both of these Dream City images. 

Wilkinsburg’s Dream City - 1906 Omaha’s Dream City - 1906
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This Dream City act was billed as: 
“Rana Satjava, the woman lion 
tamer, who caused such a sensation 
by her daring last week in the arena 
with three lions, two tigers and two 
polar bears, will offer some new 
things this week.  She has a 
wrestling bout with one of the 
largest lions, one of the most 
dangerous feats ever performed by  
a woman animal trainer.” 

William F. Hamilton was known 
nationally for creating 
amusement parks with beautiful 
lagoons, fanciful buildings, 
exciting acts and fun rides. He 
was in such demand that he 
frequently worked for 
competing parks.This June 1907 
news article shows that just a 
year after opening Dream City 
in both Wilkinsburg and Omaha, 
he created huge productions for 
Pittsburg(h)’s Luna Park (left 
image), located near Baum 
Blvd. in Oakland. Luna was 
built by Frederick Ingersoll. 

Dream City featured lagoons, creeks, picnic areas, 
a performance center, thrill rides and a pony track.  

The Pittsburg(h) Press reported, “A Chinese theater and tea house will be one of the most novel of the many 
attractions at Dream City, Greater Pittsburg’s newest and largest amusement resort now being built on the pretty  
Verona Road. The Chinese theater will be constructed with designs from the great Asiatic kingdom, with unique 
ornamentation that characterizes China structures. Dream City’s Chinese colony comes from San Francisco.”



Pittsburgh’s Great St. Patrick’s Day Flood - March 17-18, 1936
March, 1936 was a time of unseasonably warm temperatures in most of Pennsylvania. Significant rainfall, along 
with snow and ice melt, caused rising water all over the state. By March 16 flooding was reported in Harrisburg, 
Johnstown, Vandergrift, New Kensington, Verona and the City of Pittsburgh. Devastation was widespread. 

By Tuesday, March 17, 1936 the rising 
water had flooded downtown Pittsburgh. 
Power outages occurred and 
transportation came to a halt. The entire 
Downtown had several feet of water, 
while the Point was flooded with 15 feet 
of water.
All photos were labelled by the 
photographer, D.A. Feigley with the 
location. This image shows the flooded 
Firestone tire business. 

The flood level peaked on March 18, 1936 
with 46.2 feet of water The water levels in 
the Monongahela and Allegheny Rivers 
were above flood stage until March 21st. 
In this view rescuers used a canoe to 
locate stranded people. 
Notice that the Walgreen Drug store has a 
sign in the window advertising “Lifebuoy 
soap” for 5 cents.
The photographer, D.A. Feigley labelled a 
pedestrian “waiting for street car”. Of 
course, all street car service was 
suspended due to the flood. 

The images we have shown on these two 
pages are part of a collection of more 
than 30 photos that D.A. Feigley 
captured during the Great Flood of 1936. 
These were provided by our Wilkinsburg 
Historical Society member Tim Morris, 
whose father had purchased the pack of 
photo reprints in 1939.



The horrific loss of life and massive 
damage to homes and businesses caused 
the Federal government to finally create 
flood control reservoirs. The 1936 Flood 
Control Act helped ensure that Pittsburgh 
would never again suffer a flood of this 
magnitude. 
This image shows the flooded Jenkins 
Arcade Building. The clock on the left 
has signage stating “Pitt National Bank.”
The florist is Lubin & Smalley Florists, 
well-known to many Pittsburghers. 

When the devastating Great St. 
Patrick’s Day flood of 1936 was 
over, nearly 100 people had 
perished and many hundreds were 
injured. 
The restaurant and pastries 
business on the left side of this 
image is Stouffer’s Restaurant. 
Further down Wood Street is 
Roberts Jewelers. 

In the 1930s there were three major newspapers for Pittsburgh residents to choose from, Pittsburgh Sun-
Telegraph, Pittsburgh Post-Gazette and the Pittsburgh Press. All of them covered the Great St. Patrick’s Day 
flood of 1936 with alarming headlines.



Wilkinsburg Historical Society      Officers and Committee Chairpersons  2014
President: Elise Morris                                                 Publicity: Jean Dexheimer
Recording Secretary: Marilyn Karpinski                     Vignettes: Joel Minnigh                 
Treasurer: Tim Morris                                                  Membership & Custodian of papers: Bill Zimpleman                                       
Books: Jim Richard & Elise Morris                             Social: Carol Heckman

We are encouraging all of our members to save a tree and help save us postage by providing an email address 
for delivery of your Archives newsletter. Please send your request for email version to yozimpp@comcast.net.  
However, we are happy to continue to send your newsletter through the post office if that is your preference. 

Historical Society meetings are usually held in the South Avenue United Methodist Church in the Wesley Room 
(use the left rear Ross Avenue entrance)  We meet at 7:30 pm the 3rd MONDAY of the months MARCH 
through NOVEMBER.  Guests and visitors are ALWAYS welcome to come.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Our Society has a membership with Pittsburgh History and Landmarks Foundation, and the benefits are 
many! Their Landmark Preservation Resource Center, (located at 744 Rebecca Avenue , Wilkinsburg PA 
15221) hosts workshops almost every week and the topics vary.  March 2014 classes are:  Introduction to Home 
Improvement, Residential Landscape Design,  Framing a Wall, Flooring (part 1 and 2). Classes are 1 and 1/2 
hours long, tuition is FREE, classes are open to the public, but reservations are advised. Usually classes meet on 
Tuesday or Thursday evening at 6:00 pm or a Saturday at 10:00 am. Check out PHLF.org to see the Landmarks 
Preservation workshop series for the day and time for the class you are interested in. To register for these free 
classes you may also contact MaryLu Denny at her email : Marylu@phlf.org or call 412-471-5808, ext. 527.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

The Wilkinsburg Historical Society also maintains an affiliate membership with the Senator John Heinz 
History Center in downtown Pittsburgh. As an affiliate, we have quite a few perks, including a pass for free 
visits (up to four people at a time) to the History Center.  The most recent long-term exhibit ended in January, 
Pennsylvania’s Civil War. Although the actual Civil War exhibit is finished, there are many pictures posted on 
their web-site Heinzhistorycenter.org . The current long-term exhibit is entitled Pittsburgh:A Tradition of 
Innovation. This is a 16,000 square-foot interactive display showcases the Pittsburgh achievements that have a 
major impact on the world. As the History Center explains, “There are more than 50 hands-on activities and 
audio-visual displays, to help tell Pittsburgh’s definitive story.  Pittsburgh: A Tradition of Innovation 
celebrates our historic accomplishments all the way through our 21st century role as a leader in medicine, 
higher education, and robotics. 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Since 2009 Wilkinsburg has had a Community Art and Civic Design Commission, (WCACDC) basically a 
legislative body of 11 Wilkinsburg residents and business people who understand the visual impact of public art 
and are willing to work with other Commission members to help promote the best aesthetics for our Borough. 
The Commission reviews art, architecture, landscape architecture, memorials, and monuments for public 
property and commercial property.  The Commission has requested that a representative from the Wilkinsburg 
Historical Society serve. We are pleased that our Treasurer, Tim Morris is in the process of completing an 
application to serve, and his application will be reviewed and voted on at the WCACDC meeting on March 20. 
The Wilkinsburg Historical Society is able to supply historic information for the WCACDC Public Art 
Database.  Our Society has wanted to preserve and refurbish the Seven Mile Stone monument. (and relocate it 
to its original historic location!) We have wanted to place a Lincoln Highway concrete marker near the Lincoln 
Statue where one originally existed in 1928. It is really exciting that the WCACDC wants us to share what we 
know about the history of public art in Wilkinsburg.
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Wilkinsburg Historical Society - 2014 

Yearly dues for the Wilkinsburg Historical Society are:
$20.00 INDIVIDUAL Member       $35.00 FAMILY Membership 
$10.00 STUDENT or ASSOCIATE Members (for out of town members who cannot usually attend meetings.)
Please pay your yearly dues so that we can continue to send out the Archives newsletter, assist with preservation 
projects and have interesting programs. 
We have new membership application cards for our members to update their contact information. Shown below 
is the front and back of the card. These have been included in this edition of the Archives and will also be 
available at the meetings.  Please fill yours in and return with membership dues. 

Mailing address:  Wilkinsburg Historical Society,  P.O. Box 17252,  Pittsburgh, PA 15235

Wilkinsburg Historical Society - Membership application 

Help promote the valuable history of Wilkinsburg.

Name ______________________________________________
Address_________________________________________________
City, State, Zip___________________________________________
Home Phone__________________ Cell Phone_______________
E-mail address___________________________________________
           (    )   $20   Individual membership
	 (    )   $35   Family membership
	 (    )   $10   Student or associate membership
	 (    )   $_______ Additional donation
 Please make check payable to:  Wilkinsburg Historical Society
	                                             PO Box 17252, Pittsburgh, PA  15235

Wilkinsburg Historical Society
     Your membership is very important! The Society is an all-
volunteer organization of dedicated people who appreciate 

Wilkinsburg’s past and want to preserve it for the future. 

We receive no funding from the Borough. Our entire budget 
comes from membership dues and sales of publications we have 

created.   By supporting the Society, you enable us to preserve 

important documents, create historical displays, present 
interesting programs and maintain artifacts in Wilkinsburg. 

    

 Please let us know your interests. 

Do you have any skills to offer to the Society?    Can you help 

with fundraising or publicity? Do you know someone who can 

create displays?  Are you good with computers to help create a 

Wilkinsburg Historical Society website? Please make suggestions!


