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The next meeting of the Wilkinsburg Historical Society will be Monday evening, June 20 at 7:30 PM 
in South Avenue United Methodist Church, using the left Ross Avenue entrance. 
The program for the evening will be a slide presentation entitled Why Wilkinsburg Celebrated, How 
Wilkinsburg Celebrated. This will chronicle the events of 1912-1916 when the railroad tracks were 
raised, some streets were lowered, the new train station was built and the statue of Abraham Lincoln was 
erected. This program will show the dangerous grade level railroad crossings in the late 1890s and early 
1900s. After numerous accidents the citizens of Wilkinsburg demanded action and the raising of the 
tracks began.  Three and a half years later the massive public works project was completed. 
The meeting is free to attend, guests are always welcome. Refreshments served following the program.

Wilkinsburg Borough 
Council approved the photo 
display by the Wilkinsburg 
Historical Society in the 
lobby of the Municipal 
building.  The display shows 
photos of the old railroad 
station, the dangerous grade 
level tracks, the raising of the 
tracks, the new station and 
the erection of the Abraham 
Lincoln statue. It will be on 
display until mid-July. 

This bright red felt pennant shows 
the reason for the three-day 
celebration a century ago. The entire 
Wilkinsburg community was happy 
to have a beautiful new train station, 
the Grade Crossings eliminated and 
the muddy mess all cleaned up. 
Thanks to Society members William 
and Sylvia LaFranchi for the gift of 
this antique pennant.



The Pittsburgh Press reported the completion 
of the new Wilkinsburg train station which 
opened for passenger service on April 18, 
1916. It was widely recognized to be “the 
finest of its kind between here and 
Philadelphia, PA.”  A grand celebration of the 
new station, the grade crossing elimination 
and the Lincoln statue would be postponed 
while the Borough finished the paving of  the 
affected streets: Wood, Rebecca, South, 
Franklin and Penn. The celebration was a 
three day event including a massive parade, 
dedication of the train station, musical 
performances, races and the unveiling of the 
Abraham Lincoln statue.



Abraham Lincoln statue unveiled and dedicated a century ago on June 9, 1916.

On June 9, 1916 the Pittsburgh 
Press reported that the statue of 
Abraham Lincoln was unveiled 
at the beginning of the second 
day’s program of the borough’s 
grade crossing elimination 
celebration. (Note that the statue 
was incorrectly labelled, as it is 
actually made of sheet copper.)



1956 alumni celebrate 60 years since graduating from Wilkinsburg High School

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Another WHS alumni group is planning a reunion this summer. The Class of 1947 will be having their 
69th High School reunion luncheon on Saturday, August 13th at 11:30 am in the Reflection Room at 
the Edgewood Country Club, 100 Churchill Road. The food choices are: Spinach and Asiago Chicken or 
Baked Mahi Mahi Fish, with a $38 cost for each meal.  This event is organized by Beryl Law Elrick, and 
reservations with check (by July 13) can be mailed to her at 125 Verlinden Dr., Monroeville, PA 14146.

This happy crowd shows the members of the Class of 1956 who gathered for a 60th reunion. Organized 
primarily by class member J. Roger Glunt, this special luncheon event was held on May 13, 2016 at the 
University Club in Oakland. Each class member had the opportunity to step to the podium and say a few 
words. It was very evident that these attendees had loved their time at Wilkinsburg High School. Many 
reminisced about classes, favorite teachers, participation in WHS band, dramatic productions and, of 
course, their prowess in various sports. Some classmates expressed sadness that Wilkinsburg High 
School will be closing in June, 2016 and that class will be the last students to graduate from WHS.

These three members of the Class of 1956 are also 
members of the Wilkinsburg Historical Society. Left to 
right: Tim Morris has been the Treasurer for the Society 
for the past fifteen years. He ably keeps track of book 
sales, dues, donations and expenses related to various 
projects for the Society. J. Roger Glunt is a relatively 
new member of the Society. He has organized most of 
the 1956 WHS class reunions for the past six decades. 
Sam Aller has been a member of the Historical Society 
for many years. He was given special recognition at the 
reunion for coming the greatest distance to attend, as he 
resides in San Francisco! 



Wilkinsburg Historical Society often receives requests for more stories about Wilkinsburg’s past. 
The stories are printed in the Archives, especially if it relates to a topic of general interest. 
Thanks to member Richard Anderson for sending this story written by Joseph Fishell, WHS 
Class of 85.

My Bus Ride with Abe Lincoln
I was going to my job at the old Sherman’s Bakery building at 4:30 am on a September morning in 
1992, when I noticed the Abraham Lincoln statue missing from his podium.  I saw the statue lying in the 
bushes about eight feet away.  Remembering the last time Abe was stolen and nearly melted down for a 
couple of bucks, I pulled Abe out of the bushes, determined not to allow the person who had hidden him 
there to come back when the coast was clear.  Heaving the 175-pound statue across my shoulders, I 
carried him the rest of the way down Penn Avenue.  A passing Port Authority bus picked us up and took 
us to the Wilkinsburg Police station where Abe spent several years in a holding cell.  Money was raised 
and Abe was returned to his Lincoln Highway post.  I feel privileged to have played a part in restoring 
Abe to his rightful place overlooking the fine people of Wilkinsburg. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

This reminiscence was provided by Historical Society member, Samuel Aller, 
WHS Class of 1956

As The Trains Go Passing By:

On most Sunday afternoons my dad and I would make tracks to the Pennsylvania 
Railroad station on Hay Street and Ross Avenue.  Our purpose was to watch the 
trains roll past, and they did!!  I was six years old at the time (1943) and the country 
was at war.  Train transportation was in full swing. At that time there was a train 
coming through the station about every fifteen minutes in one direction or the other.  

You could access the platform through the main building, though it was closed, without breaking any 
laws.  The ticket counters were closed.  But one of the doors was unlocked so a person could gain access 
to the underground tunnel.  There were a lot of troops traveling east and west; now and then a long 
freight train would go racing east to New York with produce from California.  Then there were trains 
that had war-time supplies, such as tanks and jeeps, and bomb casings from the mills. All these were on 
flat rail cars covered with tarps, top-secret, I guess. 

Sunday afternoons were so special then. That is why I am so glad to find out about the planned 
restoration of that noble building. It’s such a vital part of Wilkinsburg’s history, and it should be kept 
alive - and if you just look hard enough you might see a train slip by. 

Samuel Aller
WHS Class of 1956

      Sam Aller 
WHS Senior picture



Wilkinsburg Historical Society has a website!
The Wilkinsburg Historical Society has a website to share more information about the history of 
Wilkinsburg.  To visit the site:   wilkinsburghistory.wordpress.com 

Mailing address: Wilkinsburg Historical Society, P.O. Box 17252, Pittsburgh, PA 15235 

We meet at 7:30 PM on the third Monday of months from March through November, usually at the 
South Avenue United Methodist Church in Wilkinsburg. WE HOPE TO SEE YOU THERE!

Wilkinsburg Historical Society yearly dues for the Wilkinsburg Historical Society are:       
$20.00 INDIVIDUAL Member,   $35.00 FAMILY Membership                                                        
$10.00 STUDENT or ASSOCIATE Members (for out of towners who usually can’t attend 
meetings) Please keep your membership dues up to date. 

 

Wilkinsburg Historical Society is involved with preservation projects in the area. Donations are 
appreciated.Please send to: Wilkinsburg Historical Society, P.O. Box 17252, Pittsburgh, PA 15235

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

The Wilkinsburg Sun is a community newsletter about the GOOD news in 
Wilkinsburg. The newsletter is published 10 times a year and the print 
editions can be found at various locations, including the libraries, the 
Borough Building  and the WCDC. 
If you want to ensure that you never miss another issue of  The Sun, go to 
eepurl.com/v0iBP and sign up. You’ll receive a link to each and every issue 
via email -just as soon as they hit the street. 

FREE E-mail subscription to Wilkinsburg’s newsletter, The Wilkinsburg Sun


