
The next meeting of the Wilkinsburg Historical Society will be Monday evening, June 16, 2014 at 7:30 PM in 
the Wesley Room of the South Avenue United Methodist Church.  Please use the left rear Ross Avenue entrance.  
The program for the evening will be about the fascinating world of Wolverine Mechanical Toys, presented by 
Pittsburgh-area historian, collector, and author Terry L. Mowrey. He has written a unique book about the 
Wolverine Mechanical Toys, which is the story of the toy manufacturer of Pittsburgh’s North Side. This 
wonderful collector’s  journal includes information about 300+ vintage toys along with a value guide. He will 
be bringing his toys, his book and his passion for these great vintage playthings. The toys are from his extensive 
personal collection, but the book is available to purchase. As always, bring a friend or neighbor to share in the 
fun! The meeting is free and refreshments will be served at the conclusion.  
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About our presenter: Being a mechanical engineer by trade and an 
eclectic collector by passion, it came as no surprise that Terry Mowrey 
was drawn to his first Wolverine Mechanical Tin Toy nearly twenty 
years ago in the dusty basement of an old country antiques shop along 
the Susquehanna River in northeastern Pennsylvania. 
Being an amateur history buff, Terry was fascinated to find an old tin 
toy that was manufactured in a factory in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, his 
adopted hometown.  Curiosity sent him to search for information 
about the company that produced this vintage toy, he was surprised 
that there was so little information in print about this wonderful toy 
manufacturer that was a major force in the U.S. toy market of its day. 
After years of collecting Wolverine toys and company information, 
and over a decade of diligent research, Terry decided that the story 
must be told. The History of the Wolverine Supply & Mfg. Company, 
its founder Benjamin Franklin Bain, the Wolverine line of toys and the 
workers whose efforts and lives contributed to the history of 
Pittsburgh’s North Side from 1909 to 1971.

With nearly 50 chapters, Mowrey’s book covers all aspects of the 
Wolverine Supply & Mfg. Company, including:
• Derivation of the Wolverine Company name
• Early growth & move to Pittsburgh’s Northside
• Turning over the reigns
• Sandy Andy goes to the World’s Fair
• The union and employees
• The New York City connection
• Acquisition of competitors and patents
• Wolverine factory and buildings
• Catalogs and advertisements
• Toy value guide



Terry Mowrey has created a large 
display of both toys and information to 
show the vast influence that the 
Wolverine Co. had in the toy industry. 
If any of our members or guests would 
like to bring any of their own Wolverine 
toys, Mr. Mowrey will be able to tell 
you the value of the toy. 
His book, The Story of the Wolverine 
Supply & Mfg. Co. is also a collector’s 
guide with over 400 pictures in 180 
pages. It is available in soft cover for 
$49.95 and hardback for $69.95. 

The Wolverine Supply & Mfg. Co. in 1903 
was known nationally for the manufacture of 
kitchen and household gadgets, and later for 
making hundreds of varieties of tin and 
mechanical toys. 
This image, taken from Terry Mowrey’s book, 
shows a beautiful painted metal tray from the 
1920s. It shows the expansive factory and 
points out that there was “120,000 sq. ft. of 
floor space” at the Wolverine Company. 

 One of Wolverine’s customers was the Sand Toy 
Company of Pittsburgh, who had hired them to make 
tools for their mechanical gravity-action sand toys, 
the “Sandy Andy”. Patented in 1909, by the Sand Toy 
Company, the dies and patents were turned over to 
Mr. Bain’s company as part of a bankruptcy 
settlement. The “Sandy Andy” became the signature 
toy of Wolverine, a miniature, pulley-run, sand-
activated, carrying and dumping cart that became a 
sudden toy success story. B.F. Bain, a quiet, studious, 
and shrewd businessman, was also a clever and 
inventive type, and got some of his ideas from 
watching sand hauling equipment along Pittsburgh’s 
rivers. (Paragraph from Terry’s book)



Success Hand Vacuum
 by the Hutchison Manufacturing Company of Wilkinsburg, PA (circa 1910)

Editor’s note: I recently bought a new modern vacuum cleaner with disposable bags, several suction powers, 
extra long cord and a HEPA filter. It is amusing to think of what the “housemaid” of a century ago felt when 
she got her new mechanical Success vacuum. The following article is an advertisement from June, 1909.

The 1909 Success Vacuum cleaner is 51” 
long, and features leather bellows which 
expand from 3 &1/2”  to 20”.  It has a 
long U-shaped handle, and the bellows 
slide up and down these parallel shafts. 
To operate, hold the top U-shaped handle 
and pull up on the bellows chamber 
handle to produce the suction. Move the 
nozzle to a different section of carpet 
when cleaning. 

In this 1912 advertisement, 
the Success Hand Vacuum 
Cleaner company featured 
Model #2 with wheels “for 
ease of operation.” It is touted 
as being “Light and durable” 
and “Can be operated by a 
child.” The Hutchison 
Manufacturing Co. was 
located at 395 Pennwood 
Avenue in Wilkinsburg.



Penn-Lincoln Hotel in Wilkinsburg will soon be gone, but it will never be forgotten. 

The mission of Young Preservationists Association of Pittsburgh is the participation of young people in the 
preservation of historic resources. Everyone who supports the next generation is a Young Preservationist. 
YPA insists that historic preservation is an effective tool for economic development and regional 
revitalization. Learn more about this wonderful young group at www.youngpreservationists.org

The YPA will accomplish its mission by pursuing the following objectives:

1. Educate young people about the value of historic preservation as a key component of 
economic and community renewal in their community.

2. Train young people to use strategies and tools to preserve their history.
3. Provide opportunities for youth participation in preservation activities.

Although the Penn-Lincoln Hotel is scheduled for demolition soon, these young artists will remember it 
because they recently spent a day creating their own images of the landmark hotel. Using chalk, ink, pencil, 
watercolor and various other media, they came and made beautiful artwork featuring the 85 year old 
structure. This art project was  an event planned by the Young Preservationists Association, (YPA), Ellen 
Kitzerow, Chair. Ellen is a member of our Historical Society and also a Wilkinsburg resident. 

http://www.youngpreservationists
http://www.youngpreservationists


~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Wilkinsburg’s Abraham Lincoln statue stands at the 
intersection of Penn Avenue and Ardmore Blvd. (overlooking the 
Lincoln Highway). Local school children collected pennies to 
help raise funds to buy the statue. It was placed in this special 
location in 1916, nearly a century ago.  The parcel of land is 
officially known as Point View Park. 
The Wilkinsburg Historical Society has maintained the statue 
and the surrounding grounds for many years. Most of the 
physical work has been accomplished by long time member and 
past-President Jim Richard. He has planted shrubs, planted 
colorful flowers and mowed the grass for more than a decade. 
Although the Society pays for the plants, as well as the water 
company bill for the water supply, there is plenty of strenuous 
work in trimming the shrubs, weeding and mowing. What a 
great surprise when Wilkinsburg resident Kevin Santillo 
offered to mow and help maintain the small park. His labors are 
much appreciated  and we offer many thanks to Kevin!

Pittsburgh History and Landmarks is continuing to sponsor valuable hands-on workshops at the 
Landmarks Preservation Resource Center at 744 Rebecca Avenue in Wilkinsburg. These workshops and 
seminars are conveniently timed to allow most people to fit it in their schedule. Also, they are FREE and open 
to the public. Please RSVP to Mary Lu Denny 412-471-5808 ext 527. 
Over the past few years dozens of topics have been covered that enable the homeowner to enhance their skills 
by learning more about how to maintain, restore or renovate living space. The month of June features five 
hands-on workshops.  There is a 4-part demonstration workshop on deck construction and general summer 
home improvement projects. Presented by Michael Wetmiller of DIY Pittsburgh, students will learn what the 
methods are in construction to build a safe deck. Students will have a chance to build a small sample deck and 
learn the procedures that will result in a deck that meets building code regulations and provides a safe outdoor 
space.  Part 3 and 4 will cover Basic Home improvement and repairs.

Additionally, there is a special Saturday, June 14 (10:00 am to 2:00 pm) demonstration workshop on 
masonry and creativity in building and construction. This workshop, Masonry, and the Art of Restoration is a 
collaboration of longtime Pittsburgh artist and sculptor (and Wilkinsburg Historical Society member!) James 
Shipman, along with Stephen Shelton of Shelton Masonry + Contracting. This 4-hour workshop promises to 
be fascinating, informative and it is FREE to attend. Please RSVP right away, plan to wear your work clothes. 
Light snacks and refreshments will be provided.  RSVP Mary Lu Denny  412-471-5808  ext. 527

Part 1. Tuesday, June 10  6:00 pm to 7:30 pm

Part 2  Wednesday,  June 11 6:00 pm to 7:30 pm

Part 3  Tuesday, June 24 6:00 pm to 7:30 pm

Part 4  Thursday June 26  6:00 pm to 7:30 pm
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Wilkinsburg Historical Society, P.O. Box 17252, Pittsburgh, PA  15235

Officers and Committee Chairpersons 2014
President & Programs:  Anne Elise Morris   Publicity: Jean Dexheimer
Recording Secretary:  Marilyn Karpinski   Vignettes: Joel Minnigh
Custodian of Papers: Bill Zimpleman    Treasurer: Tim Morris
Social/Refreshments: Carol Heckman   Membership: Bill Zimpleman
Books: Jim Richard & Anne Elise Morris

Your membership is very important! The Wilkinsburg Historical Society is an all-volunteer organization of 
dedicated people who appreciate Wilkinsburg’s past and want to preserve it for the future.  We receive no 
funding from the Borough. Our entire budget comes from membership dues and sales of publications we have 
created. By supporting the Society, you enable us to preserve important documents, create historical displays, 
present interesting programs and maintain artifacts in Wilkinsburg.  

Yearly dues for the Wilkinsburg Historical Society are: 
$20.00 for Individual Member, $35.00 Family Membership, $10.00 Student or Associate Members (for out 
of town members who cannot usually attend meetings.) Please pay your yearly dues so that we can continue to 
send out the Archives newsletter and  assist with preservation projects.
We always welcome suggestions for program topics or subjects that you would like to see featured in our 
Archives newsletter. If there is a topic that you would like to research and provide for our use, please contact us. 

August 18, 2014 meeting is our annual Antique evaluation and
discussion! We are happy to announce that our Wilkinsburg Historical 
Society will again have antique expert Jeff Poole come and check out our 
treasures. Plan ahead to bring a few antique items for evaluation. The 
meeting is Monday evening, August 18, 2014 at South Avenue United 
Methodist Church. Bring a friend or neighbor and have them bring their
own attic treasures for this fascinating evening with an antique specialist.


