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The next meeting of the Wilkinsburg Historical Society is a special field trip to visit the new Braddock’s 
Battlefield History Center, 609 Sixth Street, North Braddock, PA 15104.  This visit will be Monday evening, 
July 15, 2013 at 7:00 PM. Easy directions and map are on next page and the admission fee is just $5. each 
($2.50 for those under age 16). The museum/history center is dedicated to showing visitors what happened on a 
hot July day over 258 years ago. This important military engagement happened before the American 
Revolution, before we had formed the United States, when this entire area was just wilderness.   

Robert Messner, a Blackridge attorney and resident, has devoted almost two 
decades to learning every aspect of Braddock’s Battle and defeat, acquiring 
artifacts and art works related to the battle, securing an appropriate center site 
where the Battle began, and obtaining funding to create a first-class museum 
and history center. He is the Director of the Braddock’s Battlefield History 
Center, and will personally give our group a tour. There are hundreds of items 
on display and over 50 works of art that we will be able to view and learn about.  

 This image shows “The Wounding of 
General Braddock” by Robert Griffing. 
This beautifully detailed art work shows 
what happened on July 9, 1755. It includes  
a young George Washington, later hailed 
as the hero of the Battle. General Braddock 
is shown holding his wounded side, an 
injury that resulted in death three days 
later. The Braddock’s Battlefield History 
Center displays many important works of 
art for our enjoyment and inspection.

If you have a computer it is fascinating to watch the YouTube tour, Robert Messner Braddocks Battlefield.  
You will gain a greater understanding of the role of George Washington, Benjamin Franklin, General Edward 
Braddock, and others of Colonial America who were involved with Braddock’s Battle.  The 1 hour YouTube 
tour explains the French and Indian War, and the significance of Western Pennsylvania in the years before the 
United States was formed. This is just a suggestion for those who want a “sneak preview” of the History Center
before our July15th visit. During our actual visit we will see everything! There is also a gift-shop area where 
books, videos, T-shirts and other Braddock’s Battlefield items are available to purchase. 
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Wilkinsburg Historical Society to visit Braddock’s Battlefield History Center - July 15, 2013

The Wilkinsburg Historical Society will have our July 15, 2013 meeting at the fabulous new
 Braddock’s Battlefield History Center, located at 609 Sixth Street, North Braddock, PA 15104.  

This amazing history center/museum was opened in August, 2012 to commemorate one of the most important 
and famous battles in the history of America, the Battle of the Monongahela, (Braddock’s Defeat of July, 1755).
Robert T. Messner, Director of the History Center, spent decades acquiring over 250 artifacts and 50 works of 
art which are on display. The Braddock’s Battlefield History Center is located where the battle actually began. 
This is very easy to get to, less than 4 miles from Wilkinsburg. Drive east on Ardmore Boulevard (Route 30) 
through Forest Hills about 2 miles. At intersection of Ardmore and Yost Boulevard (where the Ardmore 
Shopping Center and Aldi’s is located), turn right. Follow Yost for just 1.3 miles, the history center will be on 
your right. (Yost Blvd. changes names to 6th Street as you cross over Brinton Road and enter North Braddock).

Our visit will include a tour explaining the roles of General Edward Braddock, George Washington, Benjamin 
Franklin, Daniel Boone, Horatio Gates, Thomas Gage and others in the Battle of the Monongahela. Also known 
as “Braddock’s Defeat”, it is astonishing that these important historical figures were right here! We will also 
view a video in the theater room of the Center. 
We will meet at the Braddock’s Battlefield History Center at 7:00 pm, 
Monday evening, July 15, 2013 for a brief Wilkinsburg Historical Society 
meeting. Then our tour of the artifacts and viewing of the video will 
follow. 

Braddock’s Battlefield History Center is wheelchair accessible. There is a 
large new asphalt parking lot right next to the Center. 
The admission fee is just $5. each, $2.50 for those under 16. 

This is a special opening just for the Wilkinsburg Historical Society.  
Please invite a friend or neighbor to join us for the evening.
To learn more about the center, please visit:   
www.BraddocksBattlefield.com 

http://www.BraddocksBattlefield.com
http://www.BraddocksBattlefield.com


We have been encouraging our readers to submit their memories of Wilkinsburg for the Archives. 
Several of our Archives of 2013 have included these compositions. This submission, written by 
Historical Society past-president Edgar Taylor had so many interesting recollections that we will 
publish it in two consecutive issues of the Archives.  Please enjoy this first part of: 

 A "Graduate Student's" 1952 Summer Memories of Wilkinsburg and the Westinghouse Electric Co. -
Part One
  After college in June 1952, my parents picked me up and we came directly to Pittsburgh and eventually 
to Wilkinsburg. As we had never been in Pittsburgh before, we immediately were lost with all the complicated 
street patterns, hills and bridges in Pittsburgh. We found ourselves up on the Hill District - very 
"discomforting." We finally found our way into Wilkinsburg and I was left at the Penn Lincoln Hotel. I had been 
pre-registered by my new employer, the Westinghouse Electric Co. I was assigned a comfortable front room on 
one of the upper floors of the hotel. From there I could look out over Wilkinsburg and to the west toward the 
city of Pittsburgh, and out east toward the new parkway construction. I had a good night's sleep, and the next 
day after breakfast in the Penn Lincoln dining room I walked a few blocks around the then-thriving town.
 All of us new "graduate students" met that night for a nice steak dinner in the Penn Lincoln Hotel dining 
room, and were welcomed by Westinghouse Vice President of Marketing, Tom Fort. That evening I was seated 
at a table with some of the other graduate engineers and business majors from various colleges in the US, some 
of whom later went on to become managers and vice presidents of Westinghouse. After the dinner we were 
given directions to the Westinghouse Educational Center on Ardmore by the manager of the Center. We were to 
report there the next morning for interviews, orientation, and work assignments.
 The next day I walked from the hotel along Penn Ave. and then along Ardmore Blvd. to the Center. I did 
not know then that I was walking along a part of Forbes Trail, the same route that George Washington and the 
English General Forbes had marched on their way to the French Fort Duquesne, and the street which later was 
to become part of the Lincoln Highway. I was impressed by the stores and well-kept houses, and glanced up as I 
passed into Ardmore at a statue above. I did not know that the statue was of Abraham Lincoln and that later, as 
president of the Wilkinsburg Historical Society, I would take a role in restoring the statue after it was damaged.
 At the Educational Center the "students" were told about  Westinghouse plants and products 
manufactured in each, partly to help us decide where we might like to start work. I had been commissioned the 
previous summer as a U.S. Army Reserve Second Lieutenant, and management recognized that I had only a 
short time before being called up to complete my military obligations. So I was given a temporary assignment 
in the East Pittsburgh plant in the Switchgear Division. During that summer I had the somewhat boring but 
interesting job of mounting small switches and meters in large metal clad switchgear. I never knew until after I 
returned to Westinghouse, my not being a member of the union, that the work I was doing was against union 
rules. But I was well treated by the manager and had no problems in asking for help from my fellow workers. 
 From rental lists at the Educational Center I found the address for a comfortable room in a private home 
of a nice elderly lady on Brynmawr Rd. off of Ardmore in Forest Hills. This was just beyond where the new 
parkway was being constructed and within walking distance to the Educational Center. (I did not notice then 
any smoke from burning coal coming out of the ground at the construction site that I saw later from below the 
parkway overpass over Ardmore. (A geologist from Europe commented that if that occurred in Europe, people 
would have dug the coal out.)
  The location on Brynmawr was convenient to the 87 Ardmore trolley to get me to East Pittsburgh. I still 
recall the trolley swaying from side to side as we went down the hill on Ardmore.  I also recall the turn-around 
that trolleys made on Jane Street south of Penn Ave. 



            Until recently, when I found a picture in my notes, I had forgotten,  
seeing up on the hill in Chalfant on my trolley ride, the up-side-down, tear-
drop-shaped, Westinghouse atom smasher which marked the beginning of the 
age of nuclear submarines and power plants.
          I soon learned about the trolley car number system and the schedules 
and routes to East Pittsburgh, into Oakland and downtown. I walked around 
downtown admiring the buildings taller than any in my home town, 
Jacksonville, Florida, and spent time in Oakland visiting the museums, the 
Cathedral of Learning, and the campus of the Carnegie Institute of 
Technology which I had almost attended. (It did not become Carnegie 
Mellon University until later.) I spent alot of that summer just walking in and 
around Wilkinsburg to get to know the Borough. I cashed my Westinghouse 
checks at the First National Bank of Wilkinsburg on the corner of Penn and 
Wood Street or at Mellon Bank on Wood Street and Ross, had a Chinese 
laundry wash one or two of my shirts (perhaps the Yee Chee Laundry on 
Penn), and bought work shoes from the Caldwell and Graham Department 
Store on the corner of Penn and Wood. The system there conveying the 
customer's money in metal tube containers to a central office reminded me of 
the same system in Cohen Brothers Department Store in my home town.  I                                  

was fortunate to see Wilkinsburg at that time. (To be continued - Ed Taylor)
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 ANNOUNCING OUR ANTIQUE AND TREASURE EVALUATION NIGHT!
Noted antique expert Jeff Poole will be discussing whatever treasures we bring 
to the August 19, 2013 meeting of the Wilkinsburg Historical Society, held at 
South Avenue United Methodist Church, 7:30 PM. Start searching through your 
belongings for what YOU will bring to the meeting (and bring a friend too!)
More details will follow in the August issue of the Archives. 

Wilkinsburg: 1887-2012, Celebrating the Past, Present & Future  has just 
been published!  The Wilkinsburg Historical Society has compiled this 200 
page book to commemorate our town’s history, celebrations, Borough 
government, schools, numerous churches, non-profit organizations, the 125th 
Anniversary and the supporting businesses and agencies of Wilkinsburg. 
Linda Jennings and Elise Morris gathered photo images and information to 
include in this commemorative book. Money earned from the sale of this new 
book will help with our preservation projects. 
It is available for $15.00 (checks made out to Wilkinsburg Historical Society).  
You can buy the book at either branch of the Wilkinsburg Public Library, at any 
of the Society monthly meetings or you can order by mail from the 
Wilkinsburg Historical Society, P.O. Box 17252, Pittsburgh, PA  15235.
Mail orders MUST include check for $15 + $3 postage/handling for a total of 
$18.00.   A big THANK YOU to everyone who has supported this project!

Built by Westinghouse in 1937, 
this giant structure housed the 
world’s first industrial atom 
smasher. About 5 stories high, it 
can be viewed at the corner of 
West Street and North Avenue in 
Forest Hills. 



 The Archives will feature one or more local businesses each month. We hope to include vintage photo 
images, historical data relating to the building or the business, and current information as well. We 
hope Archive readers will enjoy reading about the past, but also visit the businesses of  Wilkinsburg. 

Corner Coffee Shop - 1950s
1000 Penn Avenue at Coal Street Nancy’s Luncheonette - 1970s

1000 Penn Avenue at Coal Street - Al’s Fish & Chicken
This building is well over a hundred years old, with our early records from 1897 showing it to be the home of a 
carpenter, John Hellings. By the 1920s the upper level was used as living space while the first floor level was a 
confectionary and ice cream store. The ice cream business continued into the 1940s, but by the 1950s this was 
the home of the Corner Coffee Shop as seen in the image above. By the 1970s it was Nancy’s Luncheonette, and 
in the 1990s it was a Chinese take-out food establishment. 
Since 2010 this historic building has been a restaurant operated by Blackridge resident Al Aqra. Al is involved 
with the Wilkinsburg Chamber of Commerce and attends Wilkinsburg Community Development Corporation 
(WCDC) meetings.  With fresh red-white-blue colors, an eye-catching corner awning, and a delicious menu of 
fish, chicken, shrimp, gyros, salad, crabcake, okra and more, Al’s Fish & Chicken is very popular! 

Al’s Fish & Chicken is open every day 
for lunch and dinner take-out. Orders can 
be placed online at alsfish&chicken.com 

Call 412-241-2626 or stop by their 
beautiful newly renovated food 
establishment.



These monthly programs are created by the Wilkinsburg Historical Society for members, guests and interested 
others to learn about our area. Bring a friend or neighbor to enjoy our programs. We meet at 7:30 PM on the 
third Monday of months from March through November, usually at the South Avenue United Methodist Church. 
This is your Historical Society so please support it with your presence. SEE YOU THERE!! 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________

    Wilkinsburg Historical Society  
Officers and Committee Chairmen 2013
President: Elise Morris                                                 Publicity: Jean Dexheimer
Vice President: Richard Bradford                                 Programs: Elise Morris
Recording Secretary: Marilyn Karpinski                      Vignettes: Joel Minnigh
Corresponding Secretary: Janet Kettering                    Custodian of Papers: Bill Zimpleman
Treasurer: Tim Morris                                                   Social: Carol Heckman
Membership: Bill Zimpleman                                       President’s Dinner: Lori Bode
Books: Jim Richard & Elise Morris

Yearly dues for the Wilkinsburg Historical Society are:
$20.00 INDIVIDUAL Member       $35.00 FAMILY Membership 
$10.00 STUDENT or ASSOCIATE Members (for out of town members who cannot usually attend meetings.)
Please pay your yearly dues so that we can continue to send out the Archives newsletter, assist with preservation 
projects and have interesting programs. A big THANK YOU to those who have already sent their dues, and a 
really special THANKS to the members who contributed extra funds in the ‘donation’ box. 

Our new mailing address: Wilkinsburg Historical Society,  P.O. Box 17252,  Pittsburgh, PA 15235

We are encouraging all of our members to save a tree and help save us postage by providing an email 
address for delivery of your Archives newsletter. Please send your request for email version to 
yozimpp@comcast.net.  However, we are happy to continue to send your newsletter through the post 
office if that is your preference. 

Wilkinsburg Historical Society - Membership application 

Help promote the valuable history of Wilkinsburg.

Name ______________________________________________
Address_________________________________________________
City, State, Zip___________________________________________
Home Phone__________________ Cell Phone_______________
E-mail address___________________________________________
           (    )   $20   Individual membership
	 (    )   $35   Family membership
	 (    )   $10   Student or associate membership
	 (    )   $_______ Additional donation
 Please make check payable to:  Wilkinsburg Historical Society
	                                             PO Box 17252, Pittsburgh, PA  15235

mailto:yozimpp@comcast.net
mailto:yozimpp@comcast.net

