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Monday, August 19, 2013 the Wilkinsburg Historical Society will host our free annual antique evaluations.  
This is your chance to bring in a family heirloom, a unique yard sale find, or some collectible from grandma’s 
attic, and discover more about it. Antique expert Jeffrey Poole explains the fascinating way that items are 
valued based on rarity, condition, and market dynamics. Mr. Poole will discuss the history of each item and its 
approximate value. This meeting will be at 7:30 pm in the Wesley Room of the South Avenue United Methodist 
Church (use the left rear Ross Avenue entrance from the parking lot). This is free and open to the public, so 
please bring a friend and an item or two for evaluation. Start looking through your collectibles and think about 
what treasures you will bring for Jeffrey Poole to evaluate!

Jeff Poole’s annual visit to the Wilkinsburg Historical Society is always one of our most popular and 
entertaining meetings. He has a vast knowledge of antiques and an entertaining style of explaining what makes 
some items very valuable and others worth just a few dollars. 

Jeffrey Poole has been collecting antiques since 1974 when he purchased his first antique bottles.   Growing up 
in Ligonier, he moved to downtown Irwin in 1986.  His hobby became a source of income and increased 
fascination when he opened an antique shop "Victoria's Looking Glass" in  Irwin in 1988.  In 1990 he decided 
to go to college to become a teacher of the Spanish and French languages. Shorty thereafter he moved his 
antique shop to Ligonier. He often does evaluations and appraisals for historical groups, and is available for 
talks on clothing of the Victorian era. He enjoys traveling the world and visiting museums and historical places. 
Of course anywhere he goes Jeff Poole can be found at the local antique shop!
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Antiques are often for sale on Ebay. Here are two recent 
items. On the left is a Japanese Meiji Porcelain vase 
that the owner is listing for $4,300! This is signed on 
the bottom by Makuzu Kozan during the Meiji Period, 1852-1912.  The pair of Tiffany 
sterling trumpet vases are listed at a more modest price of $1,495. They too have the 
important marking on the bottom showing the impressive “Tiffany” name, as well as the 
words ‘Sterling silver’ and 925. Come learn more from Jeff Poole about antique valuation.
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 We have been encouraging Archive readers to submit their memories of days spent in Wilkinsburg. 
This is the second part of Ed Taylor’s summer memories of 1952. 
A "Graduate Student's" 1952 Summer Memories of Wilkinsburg and the Westinghouse Electric Co. - 
Part Two
  The Westinghouse Educational Center had a company store of appliances. I purchased a small battery - 
operated AM radio, which I still have. (There was no "TV" then.) This radio has three small diamonds on its 
dial indicating where you could tune to radio stations broadcasting air raids and nuclear bomb alarms. Perhaps 
some remember the missile scare about Russian rockets with nuclear warheads from Cuba. 
 Air conditioners were unknown at that time and, being a hot summer, I left the windows to my room 
open. The soot from the mills coming into my room was pretty bad. I would wake up in the morning, shake the 
soot out of my clothes hanging on a chair for a fast get - away, brush off my heavy work shoes, dress, and rush 
down to the 87 Ardmore trolley to get into East Pittsburgh in time for my work shift as the earlier workers were 
leaving to cross Electric Ave. to bars for a shot and a beer before going home. I waited to eat my "breakfast" at 
the inexpensive cafeteria in the East Pittsburgh plant at noon time.
 From the balcony where the cafeteria was located I could look down on the activities in the long big "A" 
aisle where some of the largest generators in the world were being made. I could look up to the very large 
cranes moving quickly across rails across the top carrying the large generator parts about the aisle. I had only 
seen pictures of completed large steam plant and water wheel generators in textbooks, but there I was able to 
watch the generators being assembled.
 At that time, too, several workers were grinding a large piece of glass in the big aisle on a large 
horizontal turn table for an astronomical telescope. I was told that this for Mount Palomar. I also strolled 
through the areas where women were wrapping copper for the windings for motors, and walked through the 
other buildings and manufacturing aisles. On my way back to my work station I took the opportunity to see 
circuit breakers being assembled, which later I would be applying to electrical circuits. 
 On weekends I got my haircut in the barber shop under the Mellon Bank. I ate at times at the restaurant 
run by the old Greek gentleman on South Ave. in the block where Wonday is located. In my mind's eye I can 
still see him sitting in the back of his restaurant reading his paper but silently watching all that went on, only 
standing up to move behind his cash register to take a customer's money without speaking.  Several times I also 
ate at the bustling Harvey's Restaurant on Penn Ave. across from the Penn Lincoln Hotel. I can not forget that 
one Sunday, just before payday on Monday, I had only a silver dollar left from my small two - week salary. I 
had a very good dinner at Harvey's for that fifty cents. Unfortunately, I never thought to take advantage of the 
Wilkinsburg library nor attend any of the churches there.
 The Westinghouse Education Center is no longer there. The Penn Lincoln Hotel is now going to ruin. 
The vibrant Westinghouse Corporation no longer exists, and few if any large generators are made in this 
country. The building with the big aisles and the balcony are now a number of stores and small shops. Buildings 
in the big plant in east Pittsburgh have been torn down and are now parking places. Trolly cars no longer run on 
Ardmore. There are now a fleet of nuclear subs and a large number of nuclear power plants across the globe 
engineered by Westinghouse. Alot of other changes for the good and for the worse have taken place in and 
around the once-thriving Wilkinsburg since I spent one summer here.
 At the end of August I received my orders to report for military duty. I flew out of the old Pittsburgh 
airport, first to Jacksonville, only returning after a tour in Korea. My land lady and the other renter, one of my 
classmates from my college days, had a car and they kindly saw me off at the old airport. 
  In 1954 I returned with my wife to report to Westinghouse to continue my employment. After a search of 
the list at the Educational Center of available rental space in Wilkinsburg (and after the landlady had looked us 
over and accepted us "into her family"), we settled in a third floor apartment at 405 Franklin Ave. This building 
is in the first block up from the St. Stephen's Episcopal Church. The first Sunday we were in Wilkinsburg we 



walked up the block and attended St. Stephen's, immediately made fast friends, and have been a part of the 
church's life since. 
 Having retired now after more thirty years of interesting and satisfying employment, I  never have 
regretted that I chose to work for Westinghouse in East Pittsburgh at the time I did and to live in Wilkinsburg. 
This was a good time for Wilkinsburg and for the Corporation. The "work" gave me opportunities to do 
fundamental research and to write and publish papers about this work, to teach, to attend industry meetings, and 
to travel to meet interesting customers in the US and many countries over seas and in South America. My wife 
and I, both from the South, have had a great life in Wilkinsburg, made caring friends, had the blessings from our 
church involvement, and enjoyed the advantages which Pittsburgh has afforded us.  We are glad that our sons 
were raised here, and for the opportunities here for their good educations. Even though now having houses in 
distant states, they still think of Wilkinsburg as their "home". (One has been an Associate Member of the 
Society for several years.)  
Ed Taylor  
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
We recently were notified of the passing of Robert Connor Hildebrand, age 72, a long time member of the 
Wilkinsburg Historical Society. Robert “Bob” had grown up in Penn Hills  and graduated from Carnegie Tech, 
(now Carnegie Mellon University) with a degree in Architecture.  As a registered architect he owned Building 
Design Associates, an architectural firm on Penn Avenue downtown. Later Bob moved to North Avenue in 
Wilkinsburg and served as the Code Enforcement Officer for the Borough. Bob was very active in his church, 
the Presbyterian Church of Pitcairn and served as an elder. He requested a private memorial service there. 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

     What a great year this is for baseball fans in Pittsburgh!
As we go to press for this issue of the Archives, the Pittsburgh Pirates have 
won 70 games this season and are #1 in the National League.  A record like 
this will be memorable for years to come.
Mark your calendars now for our September 16, 2013 Historical Society 
meeting (at our usual time and location in South Avenue United Methodist 
Church, 7:30 PM.)  Jim Haller, a Heinz History Center docent and baseball 
fan will present his memories of growing up with baseball in Pittsburgh.
This is a fascinating trip down memory lane that you won’t want to miss!
More details will be in the September issue of the Archives.  
     

!

Wilkinsburg: 1887-2012, Celebrating the Past, Present & Future , a 200 page 
book, commemorates our town’s history, celebrations, Borough government, 
schools, numerous churches, non-profit organizations, the 125th Anniversary 
and the supporting businesses and agencies of Wilkinsburg. 
It is $15.00 (checks made out to Wilkinsburg Historical Society).  You can buy 
the book at either branch of the Wilkinsburg Public Library, at any of the 
Society monthly meetings or you can order by mail from the 
Wilkinsburg Historical Society, P.O. Box 17252, Pittsburgh, PA  15235.
Mail orders MUST include check for $15 + $3 postage/handling for a total of 
$18.00.  Earnings from sales of the book will help with preservation projects. 



The John Forbes Road Through the Forest (now Wilkinsburg) in 1758
 At his camp at Loyalhanna on 16 Nov. 1758, General John Forbes, through General Bouquet, ordered 
Col. George Washington to "take the necessary tools and march with a sufficient force to the heads of the Turtle 
Creek where you are "to mark out an incamp (sic)" and  "stay intrenching your camp". ("Writings of General 
John Forbes - Relating to his Service in North America", pg. 254)
 "In the 'Beulah Romance' Dr. Taylor" (an early pastor) "states that the bullock-pens' association with the 
vicinity" (of the present Beulah church north of Penn Avenue) "probably originated with the 1758 campaign of 
Gen. John Forbes' army against the French at Fort Duquesne at the confluence of the Monongahela, Allegheny 
and Ohio Rivers. Here to the east of the fort his army's beef cattle were penned; here lived the soldiers who 
guarded cattle and supplies until the Indian disturbances were quieted; and here a small village developed  
comprised at first of the soldiers and their dependents. Later they were joined by settlers who came to establish 
homes." [my italics] ("Beulah's Church Heritage - a Bicentennial Review", June 1976, pg. 4.)
 In Pittsburgh on November 27, 1758, General Forbes wrote to William Pitt, the British Secretary of 
State, "I do the Honor of acquainting you that it has pleased God to crown his Majesty's Arms with Success over 
all His Enemies upon the Ohio, by my obliging the enemy to burn and abandon Fort DuQuesne, which was 
effectuated (sic) on the 25th:, and of which I took possession next day, the Enemy having made their escape 
down the River toward the Mississippi in their Boats, being abandoned by their Indians, whom I had previously 
engaged to leave them, and now seem willing to implore His majesty's most Gracious Protection .---"
 "I have used the freedom of giving your name to Fort DuQuesne, as I hope it was some measure the 
being actuated by your spirits that now makes us Masters of the place."
("Writings of General John Forbes -Relating to his Service in North America", pgs. 267 and 269)
 Thus began Forbes Road which came down through the present environs of Wilkinsburg, later to be 
called the Great Road as in the June 2013 issue of the Wilkinsburg Historical Society's "Archives".  From the 
available maps of the road it would appear that the men of Washington's company cut a path through the forest 
to Turtle Creek in present day East Pittsburgh and then up Greensburg Pike to Penn Ave. where the high point  
provided a view probably on Graham Blvd., near present day Beulah Church, of the French Fort Duquesne. 
Soon after Forbes’ army would cut the rest of the road through the forest (Wilkinsburg) and then on to the Point.

 Today if you look into Mellon Park south of Penn Avenue 
near its intersection with Fifth Avenue you will see a bronze 
tablet commemorating the march of General Forbes and his 
army in 1758 to capture Fort Duquesne. The tablet is mounted 
on a replica of a large, very old tree stump. The stump once 
stood in another block on the north side of Penn Ave. on which 
for years the tablet was fastened. The bronze tablet reads:
 "Forbes Road - 1758. This tablet marks the site of a giant 
oak which stood on the northerly side of the road built in 1758 
by Brigadier-General John Forbes on his military expedition 
against the French and Indians at Fort Duquesne (now 
Pittsburgh).
 On November 25, 1758, the expedition composed of 1267 
Scotch Highlanders, 363 Royal Americans and 4350 Provincial 
Troops took possession of the site of the Fort which had been 
burned and abandoned the night before. This achievement 
resulted in the permanent occupation of the adjacent territory by 
English-speaking people. 
  Erected by the Pennsylvania Society Colonial Dames of 
America 1914"
Submitted by Edgar R. Taylor



We feature a Wilkinsburg business each month, and point out its significance in community history. 
This month we celebrate Hayes School Publishing, a company whose educational products touched the 
lives of millions of children for over 75 years. 

Clair Hayes, Sr. and his wife, Ruth started their 
educational supply business in the mid 1920’s, 
working out of their home on Biddle Avenue. 
By 1961 their business was located in this large 
building at 201 Rebecca Avenue. In 1964 they 
relocated to 321 Pennwood Avenue and 
remained there for almost half a century. 
Now, in 2013 the thriving Hayes School 
Publishing Co. has been acquired by Flipside 
Products from Cincinnati, Ohio. Although this 
acquisition means that Hayes is no longer 
located in Wilkinsburg, the same great Hayes 
products are available to teachers at 
www.hayespub.com.

Hayes School Publishing Co., Inc.
321 Pennwood Avenue • Pittsburgh, PA 15221

1-800-245-6234 • www.hayespub.com

Hayes School Publishing Company 
is pleased and proud to congratulate you on 

Congratulations
Wilkinsburg Borough

Many folks who grew up in the 1950s will remember Hayes posters that teachers displayed on bulletin boards.  
These are examples of early Hayes items. Later Hayes was one of the first to create student certificates, bulletin 
board trim and colorful themed decorations to enhance the classroom appearance.

Hayes School Publishing Co. Inc., a Wilkinsburg business for 
over 75 years, has always been involved in the community. As 
a member of the Wilkinsburg Chamber of Commerce, Hayes 
showed continued concern for the business climate of our town.
When Wilkinsburg had its 125th anniversary in 2012, the 
Wilkinsburg Historical Society asked local businesses to buy a 
sponsored advertisement for the celebration book.  Hayes was 
one of the first to respond with this full-page ad. Thank you to 
the Hayes family for all they have done over the years!

http://www.hayespub.com
http://www.hayespub.com


These monthly programs are created by the Wilkinsburg Historical Society for members, guests and interested 
others to learn about our area. Bring a friend or neighbor to enjoy our programs. We meet at 7:30 PM on the 
third Monday of months from March through November, usually at the South Avenue United Methodist Church. 
This is your Historical Society so please support it with your presence. SEE YOU THERE!! 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________

    Wilkinsburg Historical Society  
Officers and Committee Chairmen 2013
President: Elise Morris                                                 Publicity: Jean Dexheimer
Vice President: Richard Bradford                                 Programs: Elise Morris
Recording Secretary: Marilyn Karpinski                      Vignettes: Joel Minnigh
Corresponding Secretary: Janet Kettering                    Custodian of Papers: Bill Zimpleman
Treasurer: Tim Morris                                                   Social: Carol Heckman
Membership: Bill Zimpleman                                       President’s Dinner: Lori Bode
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Yearly dues for the Wilkinsburg Historical Society are:
$20.00 INDIVIDUAL Member       $35.00 FAMILY Membership 
$10.00 STUDENT or ASSOCIATE Members (for out of town members who cannot usually attend meetings.)
Please pay your yearly dues so that we can continue to send out the Archives newsletter, assist with preservation 
projects and have interesting programs. A big THANK YOU to those who have already sent their dues, and a 
really special THANKS to the members who contributed extra funds in the ‘donation’ box. 

Our new mailing address: Wilkinsburg Historical Society,  P.O. Box 17252,  Pittsburgh, PA 15235

We are encouraging all of our members to save a tree and help save us postage by providing an email 
address for delivery of your Archives newsletter. Please send your request for email version to 
yozimpp@comcast.net.  However, we are happy to continue to send your newsletter through the post 
office if that is your preference. 

Wilkinsburg Historical Society - Membership application 

Help promote the valuable history of Wilkinsburg.

Name ______________________________________________
Address_________________________________________________
City, State, Zip___________________________________________
Home Phone__________________ Cell Phone_______________
E-mail address___________________________________________
           (    )   $20   Individual membership
	 (    )   $35   Family membership
	 (    )   $10   Student or associate membership
	 (    )   $_______ Additional donation
 Please make check payable to:  Wilkinsburg Historical Society
	                                             PO Box 17252, Pittsburgh, PA  15235

mailto:yozimpp@comcast.net
mailto:yozimpp@comcast.net

