
The next meeting of the Wilkinsburg Historical Society will be 7:30 pm on Monday August 17, 2015 
in the Wesley Room of South Avenue United Methodist Church, using the left Ross Avenue entrance. 
The evening program will be the Historical Society’s  annual Antique Valuation Night. Members, 
guests and friends are invited to bring a few items for antique expert Jeffrey Poole to discuss and give 
an informal evaluation of approximate worth. This is your chance to have an expert opinion of your 
items.  This Historical Society meeting is free to attend and everyone is welcome.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

If you ever wondered about the possible value of old items in your home, now is your chance to find out.
Bring your family heirlooms, yard sale finds, or collectibles from the attic, and discover more about 
these items.  Antique expert Jeffrey Poole explains how items are valued based on condition, rarity, and 
current marketing trends. Mr. Poole will discuss the history of each item and its approximate value. This 
is free and open to the public, so please bring a friend and an item or two for evaluation. Start looking 
through your collectibles and think about what treasures you will bring for Jeffrey Poole to evaluate!
Jeffrey Poole’s annual visit to the Wilkinsburg Historical Society is always one of our most popular and 
entertaining meetings. He has a vast knowledge of antiques and an entertaining style of explaining what 
makes some items very valuable and others worth just a few dollars.

For over forty years Jeffrey Poole has been collecting antiques. His antique shop "Victoria's Looking 
Glass" on the diamond in Ligonier is a popular destination for many collectors. He often does valuations 
and appraisals for historical groups including the Heinz History Center. Jeff Poole is also an expert on 
clothing of the Victorian era and is available for presentations about them.  He enjoys teaching Spanish 
to high school students, summer traveling and visiting museums and historical places. 
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Monday, August 17, 2015 
 Wilkinsburg Historical Society hosts free annual antique valuations.



~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

The Wilkinsburg Historical Society has recently received several packages of papers relating to the 
history of Wilkinsburg. These were sent by member and Society Past President William LaFranchi, 
with the hope that the information would be useful. There is material for several future programs to 
share with members. Thanks to William LaFranchi for thinking of the Society! If anyone else has 
articles, photos, artifacts ... please bring them to one of our meetings or contact us via email. 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

The Wilkinsburg Historical Society program in July 2015 featured a slide presentation and lecture about 
Civil War soldier James Clubine Mates and the diaries he kept during a long imprisonment in 
Andersonville Prison at Fort Sumter in Georgia. Presenter James B. Richard has obtained colorful 
informational fold-out pamphlets about Andersonville. These will be available at the August meeting.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

The June, 2015 program was a slide show and lecture about Jane Grey Cannon Swisshelm presented 
by Society President Anne Elise Morris.  This presentation was videotaped by member Jody Guy and 
uploaded to You Tube. This is a 54 minute video and can be viewed by searching online for the topic: 
Jane Grey Cannon Swisshelm YouTube.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

We are gathering information and photos about the “Mom and Pop” grocery stores that existed in 
Wilkinsburg for many decades. These will be shared in a Historical Society program this fall, and some 
will be featured in the monthly Archives newsletter. If your family had one of these grocery, meat, dairy, 
vegetable, or candy stores please share any stories you can remember. You can send copies of 
photographs,  or written memories to the Wilkinsburg Historical Society,  P.O. Box 17252, 
Pittsburgh, PA 15235 or send an email with an attached digital copy to yozimpp@comcast.net

This statue of Abraham Lincoln has 
stood at the intersection of Penn 
Avenue and the Lincoln Highway 
(Ardmore Boulevard) since June, 
1916. The statue was originally 
dedicated during the three day 
celebration of the new Wilkinsburg 
train station (Hay Street), raising of 
tracks & grade crossing elimination.  
Recently, the Lincoln statue needed 
some repair work on the back. 
Wilkinsburg artist and Historical 
Society member James Shipman took 
time to repair it.   

Abraham Lincoln statue
                1916

Abraham Lincoln statue
                2015
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On the previous page is a copy of the November 18, 1932 Wilkinsburg Hi Ways, the weekly newspaper 
published by the students of Wilkinsburg High School. Formerly the school newspaper was named the 
Wilk Hi Crier. This issue features an article about an upcoming appearance of aviatrix Amelia Earhart  
in  Wilkinsburg at the school. The article states, “Besides being the first woman to successfully complete 
an attempt to span the Atlantic on a solo flight, she has the distinction of being the first woman to make 
a solo, non-stop flight across the American continent and the first woman to solo an autogiro.  She also 
holds the autogiro altitude record. The Wilkinsburg Rotary Club is sponsoring this visit of the world’s 
premier aviatrix. She is to give an illustrated lecture on “Flying for Fun”.”  
This appearance of Amelia Earhart was also a fund-raiser for Wilkinsburg Rotary Club as there was a 
student admission fee of twenty-five cents. In the evening of the same day, December 1, Earhart gave 
the lecture again in the Wilkinsburg High School auditorium to the general public, with a charge of 
seventy-five cents for general admission and a dollar for reserved seats. The entire proceeds of the 
entertainment were used by the Rotary Club for the local welfare work. 
Another article in this issue of the Wilkinsburg Hi Ways shows two women who earned the right to be 
graduating with Highest Honors for the last mid-year graduation. Note that from 1927 through 1933 
there were two graduating classes in January and in May at Wilkinsburg High School. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Dasch’s Men’s Wear, Wilkinsburg’s 
largest men’s furnishing store opened in 
1941 at this location on Wood Street at 
South Avenue. It was owned by Louis 
Dasch and employed over twenty people. 
After more than twenty years in business, 
Lou Dasch died and the business was 
closed. The  building was razed about ten 
years ago as it had fallen into disrepair and 
became a safety hazard for pedestrians. 
Wilkinsburg Council and WCACDC are 
working to transform the vacant lot into a 
community park.

This is how the corner lot appears today, with the South Avenue 
United Methodist Church in the background. The WCACDC 
(Wilkinsburg Art and Civic Design Commission) has worked with 
a design team from Penn State. Architecture students devised 
plans for the space and the ideas were presented to Wilkinsburg 
Council and WCACDC by Carla Lukehart. The South/Wood park 
will feature new trees, shrubs, benches and art installations. This 
colorful piece is the first decorative work to be installed. It was 
created by local Wilkinsburg artist Bob Ziller. The design work, 
materials, labor and maintenance for the park will be provided by 
private donations, not an expense to the Borough. It should be 
finished by spring of 2016.



For fifty years Pittsburgh History & Landmarks Foundation (PH&LF) has 
continuously worked to preserve architecture, enhance neighborhoods, and brighten 
the future for communities all over 
Allegheny County and beyond.  With their 
commitment of resources and education for 
citizens we all benefit from the work of their 
staff and volunteers. In Wilkinsburg the 
presence of PH&LF is especially 
significant. Many residents of our Borough 

have benefitted from restored homes in the Hamnett Place area 
(Holland Avenue and Jeannette Street), the restoration of 
apartment buildings (Wilson Apartments and Crescent 
Apartments) and educational opportunities at the Landmark 
Preservation Resource Center, just to name a few. This year is
 the 50th Anniversary year for PH&LF with the motto,  Renewing 
Communities; Building Pride.  PH&LF has renewed so much of our Wilkinsburg and Pittsburgh 
community and created a sense of  pride and accomplishment.  Wilkinsburg Historical Society Archive 
readers are encouraged to visit the website of www.phlf.org and learn more about the restoration projects 
PH&LF is working on. There are opportunities to become involved as a volunteer. Membership offers 
more chances to learn about the Pittsburgh area. Donations are always needed and appreciated to enable 
PH&LF to accomplish their goals of historic preservation and neighborhood revitalization.  During this 
landmark fiftieth year of service please visit their site and consider how you can help. Their mailing 
address is: PH&LF, 100 West Station Square Drive, Suite 450, Pittsburgh, PA 15219

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Salvatore’s Pizza House at 612 Penn Avenue has become the first eating establishment in Wilkinsburg 
to apply for a liquor license after voters approved the idea in May, 2015. Wilkinsburg had been a 
historically “dry” borough since Prohibition ended in the mid 1930s. The WCDC (Wilkinsburg 
Community Development Corporation) has hosted community meetings to help residents and other 
businesses understand the process. Wilkinsburg will have a maximum of only five such licenses in the 
Borough.  Salvatore’s restaurant has been in the same Wilkinsburg location for over two decades.

Salvatore’s Pizza House makes history as the first applicant for a liquor license in Wilkinsburg.

Piano Place and Hamnett Place 
Community Garden in Wilkinsburg.



Wilkinsburg Historical Society now has a website!
The Wilkinsburg Historical Society has launched a website to share more information about the history 
of Wilkinsburg.  This new site is continuing to build and has photo images of  advertising items, 
businesses, churches, schools, celebrations and residential areas. Another section has past issues of the 
“Archives”, the Wilkinsburg Historical Society newsletter. We have posted information about 
membership dues and how to contact the Society. We will be adding much more information in the 
coming months. To visit the site:   wilkinsburghistory.wordpress.com 

Monthly programs are created by the Wilkinsburg Historical Society for members, guests and 
interested others to learn about our area. Bring a friend or neighbor to enjoy them. 

Mailing address: Wilkinsburg Historical Society, P.O. Box 17252, Pittsburgh, PA 15235 

We meet at 7:30 PM on the third Monday of months from March through November, usually at the 
South Avenue United Methodist Church in Wilkinsburg.

This is your Historical Society so please support it with your presence. SEE YOU THERE!!

Wilkinsburg Historical Society yearly dues for the Wilkinsburg Historical Society are:

$20.00 INDIVIDUAL Member,   $35.00 FAMILY Membership

$10.00 STUDENT or ASSOCIATE Members (for out of towners who usually can’t attend meetings)

Wilkinsburg Historical Society is involved with preservation projects in the area. Donations are 
appreciated.Please send to:Wilkinsburg Historical Society, P.O. Box17252, Pittsburgh, PA15235

This is the home page of the website for the Wilkinsburg Historical Society.


