
The next meeting of the Wilkinsburg Historical Society will be held on Monday, August 18, 2014 at 7:30 pm 
in the Wesley Room of the South Avenue United Methodist Church.  (Please use the left side Ross Avenue 
entrance.)  We will be hosting our annual Antique and Treasure Evaluation night when noted antique expert 
Jeff Poole visits and evaluates the items we bring. Look through your drawers, your attic, (even your grandma’s 
attic!) and find something to bring. Most of us have quite a few items stashed in our homes, so locate a few 
things and bring them to our Evaluation Night. You may have no idea if it is a valuable antique, an inexpensive 
souvenir or just an interesting item, but you will find out if you bring it along on August 18th.  Jeff Poole has a 
wealth of knowledge about antiques and collectibles. He will be discussing each item and giving verbal 
opinions about each of them. THERE IS NO COST TO COME, BRING ITEMS AND PARTICIPATE, so feel 
free to bring a friend or neighbor too.
Jeff Poole, our antique expert for the evening, has conducted our annual evaluations for quite a few years and is 
well qualified to give his opinions. Jeff has owned an antique shop for over 25 years. For the past 17 of those 
years his Ligonier shop “On the Diamond Antiques” has thrilled shoppers who found unique antique items.
Jeff is frequently in demand for appraisal events in the Pittsburgh area and has been involved with the television 
show “Hidden Treasures of Pittsburgh”. He has a special expertise in Victorian items and has been the featured 
speaker for other historical societies about Victorian clothing.  Jeff Poole is also a popular teacher of Spanish 
and French at Franklin Regional Middle School, a career he has had for the past 15 years. 
Poole has travelled extensively, always searching for special antiques to bring back to Pittsburgh and Ligonier. 
We are very pleased that he will be visiting our Wilkinsburg Historical Society again on Monday, August 18. 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

There is an additional opportunity to find out about your 
special vintage  items. On Sunday, August 17, the Heinz 
History Center (HHC) will be hosting the Seventh Annual 
“Pittsburgh's Hidden Treasures, An Antiques Appraisal 
Show.”  On this date at the HHC hundreds of people will be 
bringing in their treasures to have them appraised by 
professional appraisers.  In addition to appraisers, expert 

conservators from the Smithsonian Institution and HHC’s Museum Conservation Center will be on hand to 
provide tips on how to preserve your treasures.  The most unique items will be featured later this year as part of 
special 30-minute programs on KDKA hosted by KDKA-TV's Ken Rice and History Center President and CEO 
Andy Masich.  For more information about this wonderful event please feel free to visit the HHC website at 
http://www.heinzhistorycenter.org/events.aspx?EventID=413
In anticipation of the upcoming spring of 2015 exhibit We Can Do It! we would like for this year’s Pittsburgh's 
Hidden Treasures to be slightly “artifact heavy” relating to WWII. You will have the opportunity to have an 
original item(s) (a pistol, rifle, drum, canteen, uniform, diary, medal, document, photograph, etc.) relating to 
WWII appraised by our expert appraisers. 
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This nickel metal and celluloid Victorian 
match case protected matches from 
dampness and allowed portability of 
matches. The case itself measures about 
2 5/8” x 2 1/8” and has an inset celluloid 
advertisement for Ross Hosack’s Tog Shop.  
The “Clever Clothes” for men is in 
reference to a brand of men’s clothing. The 
store was located at 811 Wood Street. 

This image (right) shows an advertisement that 
Ross Hosack, “Clothier, Hatter & Haberdasher” 
placed in the 1912 Souvenir 25th anniversary book 
of Wilkinsburg. The ad states that “When in need of 
a Suit or Overcoat that at Hosack’s you will find the 
latest patterns and models from America’s most 
noted clothing manufacturers.” Also, “Exclusive 
patterns in Shirts, snappy styles in Hats, Neckwear 
and Hosiery at prices within reach of everyone.” 

Interesting Wilkinsburg antiques remind us of early businesses in our town.

This foldable shoe 
button hook was 
patented in  1903. 
Businesses could 
buy these with the 
metal imprinted with 
their name and 
location as a useful 
advertising tool. 
Al Robinson was 
located at 809 Wood  
Street in this 1912 
advertisement. 



Pittsburgh History and Landmarks Foundation (PHLF) continues to support Wilkinsburg’s revitalization efforts 
with workshops and programs at the Landmark Preservation Resource Center at 744 Rebecca Avenue in 
Wilkinsburg. These great workshops are FREE to attend, and are open to any interested participant in the tri-
state area.  The following information about the August programming was obtained from PHLF.
RSVPs are appreciated. Contact Mary Lu Denny: 412-471-5808 ext. 527.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Lecture: Pittsburgh—Quirks and All
Thursday, August 14, 2014    6:00 p.m.—7:30 p.m.
Join us for an illustrated lecture about Pittsburgh—quirks and all, by PHLF Executive Director Louise Sturgess, 
as she reveals the quirks of fate and quirky physical characteristics that have made—and make—Pittsburgh the 
unique city that it is.
A brief historical introduction about “getting here” is followed by a brief section on “getting around.” This fast-
paced visual tour focuses on quirky places in Downtown Pittsburgh and in several city neighborhoods.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
 
Workshop: House Exterior Woodwork Restoration
Saturday, August 16, 2014     10:00 a.m.— 11:30 a.m.
Pittsburgh woodworker and craftsman Regis Will returns to the Preservation Resource Center to give a hands-
on presentation and discussion on the maintenance and repair of exterior woodwork to old and historic houses.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Lecture: Memorable Places and Recent Changes in Pittsburgh
Thursday, August 21, 2014         6:00 p.m.—7:30 p.m.
In this visual feast, which includes more than 310 images, PHLF Executive Director Louise Sturgess shows 
memorable places in the Golden Triangle, and in areas north, east, and south of downtown, that have undergone 
recent changes as a result of restorations, adaptive-use projects, and new construction.

The interactive presentation draws on participants’ memories and knowledge of Pittsburgh and reveals how 
historic preservation efforts have helped create a city of great beauty and character.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Growing Heirloom Vegetables
Saturday, August 30, 2014   10:00 a.m.—11:30 a.m.
Growing your own food is one of the most satisfying forms of gardening. In today’s economy, many are now 
turning to their backyard vegetable plots to help lessen high grocery bills. Vegetable gardening, especially 
heirloom vegetables, provides the opportunity to select the varieties you like; plus it provides your family with 
fresh produce that is free from harmful pesticides.

This lecture, by the Penn State Master Gardeners of Allegheny County, will cover the basics of growing 
heirloom vegetables, preparing the soil, selecting plant and seed varieties (including hybrids and heirlooms), 
starting plants from seed, planting, tending your plants, troubleshooting problems, harvesting, extending the 
season, getting the most out of small plots, and putting the garden to bed for the winter.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
RSVPs are appreciated for each of these free lectures. Contact Mary Lu Denny: 412-471-5808 ext. 527.

Every month workshops and classes are arranged by PHLF.  What a great opportunity to learn!
 These free events are held in Wilkinsburg at the Landmark Preservation Resource Center. 
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Penn-Lincoln Hotel,  789 Penn Avenue in Wilkinsburg will soon be just a memory. 

This August 2014 image shows that the Penn-Lincoln 
Hotel building is being demolished to provide a wide 
open space for new development in Wilkinsburg. It is 
sad to see it come down, but a necessary part of the 
renaissance that is happening in our town. 

In the 1920s, a group of local citizens formed the 
Wilkinsburg Hotel Company to create a hotel for 
travelers along the Lincoln Highway and Penn Avenue. 
They obtained the services of famed architect Benno 
Janssen of Janssen & Cocken, to design the first-class 
hotel. The 70,000 square-foot, six-story, 150-room 
hotel was dedicated on June 1, 1927. Now, 87 years 
later, it is being torn down. It was vitally important in 

its heyday and served as a hotel for the first 40 years. It then was renovated in the late 1960s to be an apartment 
building with an in-house restaurant, meeting space and banquet hall. The decision to take it down was done 
after all other options were exhausted. Thorough studies were done by architectural, engineering, marketing, 
environmental and financial experts. There was extensive damage to the building itself with bricks falling out, 
creating a public safety risk.  The hallways were too narrow for today’s building codes, and the cost of 
stabilizing the building was over 10 million dollars.  Additionally, there was no available market for the 
building as it was outdated for its original use thus making it economically impractical. The removal of the 
Penn-Lincoln Hotel involved Landmarks Development Corp, part of the Pittsburgh History & Landmarks 
Foundation whose input was paramount. Demolition funding comes from various sources, including Federal 
Community Development Block Grants, Redevelopment Authority of Allegheny County (who actually owned 
the hotel). Once the site has been cleared, the properties, which includes the building site and the adjacent 
parking lot will be offered as a combined area for development. Participating in the property redevelopment is 
the Pittsburgh History & Landmarks Foundation.

This 1930s era postcard shows the Penn-Lincoln Hotel when it 
was  considered the finest hotel between downtown Pittsburgh 
and Harrisburg. It’s Lincoln Restaurant was highly regarded. 

“We’ve worked for years here, all of us, 
trying to save the Penn-Lincoln.  But the 
costs of trying to save it are so great and 
the lack of a market is such a vacuum,” 
said Art Ziegler, executive director of 
Pittsburgh History & Landmarks 
Foundation. “There just is no market that 
begins to support the cost.”
PHLF and Wilkinsburg are working to 
make sure the demolition will bring 
improvements to the Penn Avenue 
business district surrounding the building 
site.



We salute Stanton Industrial Electric Supply, our August 2014 Business of the Month!

This 1960s era postcard shows Stanton Electric Supply at the corner of Penn Avenue and Hay Street in Wilkinsburg. 
Since 1954 Stanton has served the Tri-state area from this location - 60 years!  The back side of the postcard gives the 
address and phone number, which are the same today, in 2014. The prompt, friendly service has not changed either.

Stanton Industrial Electric Supply has been located in the heart of Wilkinsburg, PA since 1954 when it was 
started by John Stanton II to service the local steel mill markets.  It is currently under the ownership and 
operation of his son and grandson, John Stanton III and John Stanton IV.  Over the decades, Stanton has 
expanded to serve the Industrial, Commercial and Residential markets. Their commitment to customers has 
always been exceptional.
Three generations of John Stanton have been serving the electrical needs of Pittsburgh and the Tri-state area.
For six decades their business has been headquartered in Wilkinsburg, but the Stanton name represents much 
more than electrical supplies. Their efforts in community involvement have enriched the region in so many 
ways. The Stantons have supported, with their time and money, the Wilkinsburg Rotary Club, Boys and Girls 
Club, Chamber of Commerce, W.C.D.C., Wilkinsburg Baseball, Hosanna House, W. Pa. School for the Deaf, 
The Frick, CMU Solar(house) Decathlon, Wilkinsburg Community Ministry, the School Board, Salvation 
Army and the Light of Life Rescue Mission. We thank the Stantons for their interest and contributions to local 
organizations!

This 2014 image shows the Penn Avenue view of 
Stanton Industrial Electric Supply. 
In front of the building is a newly planted tree with its 
green water-bag around the small trunk. Over 500 trees 
have been planted in Wilkinsburg as part of the 
Treevitalize project of the Nine Mile Run Watershed.
The left side of this image shows the approximate 
original site of Wilkinsburg’s famous 7-mile Stone. The 
stone was placed 200 years ago, in 1815, to indicate to 
travelers that they were seven miles from the Point in 
Pittsburgh. 
For more information about the Stanton Industrial 
Electric Supply, visit their easy-to-navigate website:  
www.stantonelectricpa.com
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We are continuing our featured “Business of the Month” where our Historical Society recognizes a Wilkinsburg 
business. These are usually businesses who have served in Wilkinsburg for a long time, while others are in a 
historically significant building. We often include vintage photos of the business or building.  In past issues we 
have highlighted Hayes School Publishing,  James Floral Shop,  Al’s Fish & Chicken and Citizen’s Bank. 
This month we feature Stanton Industrial Electric Supply, located at the corner of Penn Avenue and Hay 
Street. If any of our readers would like to suggest a business to be featured, please let us know what that 
business is. We would love to have your ideas.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
These monthly programs are created by the Wilkinsburg Historical Society for members, guests and interested 
others to learn about our area. Bring a friend or neighbor to enjoy our programs. We meet at 7:30 PM on the 
third Monday of months from March through November, usually at the South Avenue United Methodist Church. 
This is your Historical Society so please support it with your presence. SEE YOU THERE!! 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________

    Wilkinsburg Historical Society  

Yearly dues for the Wilkinsburg Historical Society are:
$20.00 INDIVIDUAL Member       $35.00 FAMILY Membership 
$10.00 STUDENT or ASSOCIATE Members (for out of town members who cannot usually attend meetings.)
Please pay your yearly dues so that we can continue to send out the Archives newsletter, assist with preservation 
projects and have interesting programs. A big THANK YOU to those who have already sent their dues, and a 
really special THANKS to the members who contributed extra funds in the ‘donation’ box. 

Our mailing address: Wilkinsburg Historical Society,  P.O. Box 17252,  Pittsburgh, PA 15235

We are encouraging all of our members to save a tree and help save us postage by providing an email address 
for delivery of your Archives newsletter. Please send your request for email version to Bill Zimpleman and use:  
yozimpp@comcast.net.  We will continue to send your newsletter through the post office if you need a postal 
“snail mail” version, if that is your preference. 
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