
    
                      

Wilkinsburg Municipal Building, known as the ‘Borough building’ is 75 years old in 2015.

The next meeting of the Wilkinsburg Historical Society will be 7:30 pm on Monday April 20, 2015 
in the Wesley Room of the South Avenue United Methodist Church. The program will be a slide 
presentation about the Wilkinsburg ‘Borough’ Building and its important role for the past seventy-five 
years. The public is welcome to come and  refreshments will be served. 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
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In 1938 these two homes and garage were located at the 
corner of Hay Street and Ross Avenue. They were razed to 
provide room for the new Municipal Building. In late 
1938 the Wilkinsburg Council applied for a Public Works 
Administration grant from the Federal government to 
cover about $130,000 of the cost of the new building. 
Terms specified that work must be started by Jan 1, 1939 
and be completed within a year. 

Wilkinsburg’s first Municipal Building was built 
in 1889, two years after the incorporation of the 
Borough. Located on Ross Avenue, it contained 
government offices, police department, fire 
department and an office for the Burgess. Now 
the Burgess is known as the Mayor.



This large mural, known as the “History of 
Wilkinsburg” painted by a young artist of the W.P.A. 
art Project was described in a 1940 newspaper article.
”The mural, created in 1940 by a Wilkinsburg man, 
Harold Carpenter, is located on the wall of the staircase 
between the second and third floors. Approximately 
eight feet by 20 feet in size, the mural depicts the 
town's history from early days until 1940. A vast 
panorama of all that has gone before in Wilkinsburg's 
eventful community life, the painting starts by 
picturing a trapper and a pair of Indians; then there is 
Sam Rippey's famous tavern, the first oasis around 
here for the thirsty and weary travelers; and the Seven 
Mile Stone and old Beulah Church at the Bullock Pens, 
which has been the mother of so many of the 
Community's houses of worship. And then there is the 
traditional "coach and four". Spanning the years, the 
painting shows the main line of the Pa. Railroad 
passing through over the elevated tracks, which came 
about 1914; depicted large new trolley cars traveling 
through town, the healing work of the Columbia 
Hospital and in the center is the steeple of a church, 
symbolic of the Christian influence over the 
community. In the background can be seen the old grist 
mill, which stood near Penn Avenue and Coal Street; 
the big Penn-Lincoln Hotel and the lofty Shields 
Building are there, too; Penn Avenue hill and the two 
highways go winding out over the rolling hillsides; 
Graham Field is shown and the school children are 
seen on their way to their classes protected by a 
brawny policeman, the spirit of the law. Deep in the 
back is the bustling Westinghouse plant, the George 
Westinghouse Memorial Bridge, and the fire belching 
smoke-stacks of the vast Carnegie-Illinois plants in 
Rankin and Braddock. It's all full of meaning to 
Wilkinsburg, our history ably condensed by an artist's 
brush.”

Mural entitled “The History of Wilkinsburg”

This bronze plaque is located inside the front 
entrance hall of the Wilkinsburg Municipal 
Building. It was created in 1916 by the 
Pittsburgh Chapter of the Daughters of the 
American Revolution, and originally was 
placed in the Wilkinsburg High School. It 
was moved to the Municipal Building in 
1976. This plaque makes it clear that there 
were three important Wilkins men, but it was 
John Wilkins, Jr.( 1761-1816) that 
Wilkinsburg was named for. 



VACANT HOME TOUR COMES TO WILKINSBURG THIS SPRING --

The first-ever Vacant Home Tour, a project developed by students at 
Carnegie Mellon University in partnership with the Wilkinsburg 
Community Development Corporation (WCDC) and Pittsburgh 
History & Landmarks Foundation (PHLF), will take place in 
Wilkinsburg on Saturday, May 9, 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. The event is a 
self-guided neighborhood walking tour. It will be free and open to 
the public.  “The Vacant Home Tour aims to address blight by 
highlighting some of Wilkinsburg’s historic vacant properties,” Tracey 
Evans, WCDC Executive Director said. “The tour will include a 
workshop component, which will provide people with information 
and tools that can be used to acquire and rehabilitate vacant homes 
and commercial properties in Wilkinsburg.”

The overall goal of the tour is to eliminate blight by reframing the 
issue as an opportunity for rehabilitation in the Borough of Wilkinsburg. The tour will highlight five 
historic vacant homes located throughout Wilkinsburg, including the Singer Place and Hamnett Place 
neighborhoods. Other points of interest along the tour route will include the Wilkinsburg Train Station, 
Hosanna House, Wilkinsburg Boys & Girls Club, Landmarks Preservation Resource Center, Singer 
Mansion, and Garden Dreams Urban Farm & Garden.

In March, the Wilkinsburg Vacant Home Tour was recognized as a finalist in the Fels National Public 
Policy Competition at the University of Pennsylvania in Philadelphia. The Fels Competition resulted in 
a $5,000 award, which will be used to cover tour expenses. In addition to this award, the tour is being 
sponsored by Neighborhood Allies, through a Small & Simple grant, with additional funding support 
provided by Carnegie Mellon University.

“Those of us who have invested in vacant properties know the rewards of bringing a home back to life,” 
Deb Rose, Wilkinsburg resident and tour volunteer explained. “The Vacant Home Tour, through the use 
of clever concepts, will allow others to imagine the possibilities where shells now stand.”

Community members will serve as tour guides, greeting participants at each stop along the tour and 
relaying each property’s history. All tour goers will receive a tour kit, complete with a tour map as well 
as photos, historical facts, and more information about each property. During the tour, the WCDC, 
PHLF, and partners will host two resource workshops for tour goers who are interested in acquiring and 
rehabilitating a vacant property. The workshop will feature speakers who specialize in acquiring, 
financing, and/or rehabilitating vacant homes and buildings. Workshop attendees will learn about the 
processes, available tools, risks and challenges, and rewards involved in acquiring vacant property.

Tour coordinators expect over 400 attendees and are actively seeking volunteers to assist during the tour. 
More information is available at vacanthometour.com or by emailing vacanthometour@gmail.com.

[This press release was provided to the Wilkinsburg Historical Society by Marlee Gallagher, 
communications and outreach coordinator of the WCDC, Wilkinsburg Community Development 
Corporation.]
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FROM: “History of Allegheny County, Pennsylvania,” A. Warner & Co. Publishers, Chicago, Illinois, 1889. 
Page 115-119, Volume II, Chapter X, Townships & Boroughs Wilkins – Sterrett (Wilkinsburg) – Braddock

“James Kelly, long a citizen of Wilkins, was born in the eastern part of Allegheny County, on the 31st of 
October, 1794. His father, John Kelly, was a native of Ireland, and his mother, whose maiden name was 
Mary Johnson, was born in Pennsylvania. His childhood and youth were passed on his father’s farm in 
what is now Penn township, in this county. Like most of the youths of this region, he received only a 
common-school education, but his acuteness of observation, his industry and his large fund of common 
sense rendered this education available beyond that of many of the men of his time. When he was 
seventeen years of age his father died, and, being the eldest son, the care of the farm devolved on him. 
He continued in charge of this farm till 1825, when he was married. He soon afterward engaged in the 
manufacture of lime, which he continued during many years.
Early in his business career he commenced the purchase of real estate. From time to time he added tract 
after tract to his purchases, till he came to be the owner of many hundreds of acres in what are now the 
townships of Wilkins, Penn and Sterrett, and the borough of Wilkinsburg. His revenues were derived 
from his lime business, from the mines that were opened on his lands and from the rents of his farms. He 
took a lively interest in the development of the Pennsylvania railroad, and was the contractor for a 
division of this road, which he sublet in sections. He also furnished many railroad ties for the tracks. His 
distinguishing characteristics were benevolence and kindness, and so strong were these feeling that he 
was often imposed on by designing and unscrupulous persons. He donated freely of his real estate to 
churches and benevolent institutions in this vicinity, and many victims of adverse fortune are now 
enjoying the results of his benefactions. He thus erected to his memory monuments more enduring than 
marble.
During his entire life he was a consistent Christian, and was strictly conscientious in all his transactions. 
He was firm in the maintenance of what he believed to be his rights, and thus became involved in 
expensive litigations. (He successfully fought the City of Pittsburgh annexation of Wilkinsburg in 1873.) 
As age crept on him, advantage was taken of his failing judgment, and the result was that he died a 
comparatively poor man, but his memory is not tarnished by a single dishonorable action. His death 
occurred in 1882 at the age of eighty-eight. He had six children, of whom three are now living.” (This 
manuscript was written in 1889, two years after Wilkinsburg became incorporated.)

Many of the churches in Wilkinsburg were built on land 
donated by James Kelly. Groups who felt the need for a 
structure to hold religious services would ask Kelly for 
a square of land to build a church. From about 1845 to 
1880 he gave land for so many churches to be built that 
Wilkinsburg was nicknamed “The Holy City” and “City 
of Churches”. 
Although he was not a member, Kelly attended the 
Covenanter Church with his youngest children Jane and 
Rebecca Kelly. James Kelly named Rebecca Avenue 
after his youngest daughter. 

Covenanter Church (Reformed Presbyterian Covenanters), built in 1845, was located at the corner of South 
Avenue and Center Street. In 1892 this structure was destroyed by fire, and a new building was erected at the 
same location that year. There was a cemetery behind the church. In the 1890s the cemetery was moved and 
remains were relocated to Monongahela Cemetery in Braddock. 



Picking Up with PUCS serves community and children. 

Each year, Pittsburgh Urban Christian School (PUCS), located at 809 Center Street in the former 
Calvary Lutheran Church in Wilkinsburg, serves the community through its annual school-wide 
environmental clean-up day, “Picking Up with PUCS”. 

This event, slated for May 8th , teaches servant leadership and builds character and a sense of 
responsibility to community in the students while raising money for financial aid.  Last year, 800 
individuals and businesses donated $32,000 during the event to provide scholarships for children from 
low-income homes. PUCS has organized these community cleanups for eleven consecutive years. 

This year, 134 PUCS students and more than 50 adult volunteers will pick up litter in a 32-block area in 
Wilkinsburg and along the main street business district of Regent Square to beautify our city and prevent 
the trash from polluting the Nine Mile Run Watershed.

At PUCS, children receive a great education in an economically and racially diverse environment.  More 
than sixty percent of the students receive financial aid, enabling them to attend. This school year, 
through the generosity of individuals, corporations, and through this event, eighty-one children were 
awarded scholarships totaling more than $282,000. If you are interested in donating, or would like 
additional information regarding the event or the school, please contact Janie Robertson at 
Janie.robertson@pucs.org or call the school office.

The image on the left shows the Calvary Lutheran Church at the northwest corner of South Avenue and 
Center Street. It was built about 1896 and later a bell tower was added. For many years it was simply 
Calvary Lutheran Church. In 1919 Wilkinsburg’s two Lutheran congregations, St. Paul’s and Calvary, 
joined together to form the Calvary Evangelical Lutheran Church. About thirty years ago that 
congregation disbanded and sold the entire complex to the Pittsburgh Urban Christian School. The 
worship space is now used by the congregation named ‘The Bible Chapel.’ The large educational 
complex shown in the right image is the Pittsburgh Urban Christian School, established in 1981, and 
located in Wilkinsburg since 1987. The school, PUCS, was created to be an urban school with an 
economically and racially diverse population. The small group who founded PUCS envisioned a place 
where children from all over the city could learn, discover and explore side by side. 
Wilkinsburg Historical Society asked PUCS to explain the “Picking Up with PUCS” project and this 
is their response:
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~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Wilkinsburg Historical Society wishes to send our condolences to two families who have lost a family 
member recently:

Love and prayers surround the family of Andrew Richard as we share with them their grief. Andrew 
(Andy) J. Richard, 54, died on Wednesday, February 11, 2015 following a short illness. He was the son 
of Nancy and James (Jim) B. Richard and brother of Karen and David (Deborah) Richard. In 1978, 
Andy graduated from Wilkinsburg High School. He later in 1982 graduated from The Pennsylvania 
State University with a degree in electrical engineering. He was with Lockheed Martin Space Systems 
Company, Sunnyvale, California for 31 years. Since 2011 he was the Lead Engineer, Electrical and 
Electronics Engineering, Defense Meteorological Satellite Program. He had been the manager from 
2004 to 2011. He was married to Carla for 27 years and had a stepson. Andy was an Eagle Scout.

A Memorial Service will be at South Avenue United Methodist Church on Friday, April 17 at 1:00 p.m.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
We recently learned of the passing of Marjorie Otterman Shutterly on Tuesday, March 10, 2015, of 
Edgewood. She was the beloved wife of 53 years to Barry Shutterly; dear sister of Marilyn Moffat and 
her husband, Walter, of Irwin, Marlene Otterman of Braddock and Marsha Hastings and her husband, 
Ken, of Green Tree; Marjorie is also survived by her nieces and nephews. Mrs. Shutterly retired as an art  
teacher with the Pittsburgh Public Schools. A Memorial Service was held at South Avenue United 
Methodist Church. 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Yearly dues for the Wilkinsburg Historical Society are: $20.00 INDIVIDUAL Member       $35.00 for 
FAMILY Membership and  $10.00 STUDENT or ASSOCIATE Members (for out of town members 
who cannot usually attend meetings.) Please pay your yearly dues so that we can continue to send out 
the Archives newsletter, assist with preservation projects and have interesting programs. A big THANK 
YOU to those who have already sent their dues, and a special THANKS to the members who 
contributed extra funds in the ‘donation’ box.Our mailing address: Wilkinsburg Historical Society,  
P.O. Box 17252,  Pittsburgh, PA 15235

Dream City was a Wilkinsburg park for entertainment and 
fun over a century ago. The name, Dream City, has been 
recycled into another special opportunity for entertainment 
and fun, Dream City Art. On Saturday, April 18 artists 
from all over Wilkinsburg (over forty artists!) will present 
their work and show the diverse types of art and artists 
along with various workshops.  The event begins at noon 
and will feature the art studios of James Shipman and Dee 
Briggs, who have been working with the Wilkinsburg Youth 
Project and the Girl Scouts. Local galleries include Tip Type 
and Percolate, as well as pop up locations. Starting points 
are 606 South Avenue and 1412 Swissvale Avenue. This is 
free and open to the public. For more information, go to:
www.dreamcityworks.org

Dream City Park entrance in 1906. It 
was located by Robinson Boulevard. 
Now, in 2015, Dream City has a special 
new meaning as Dream City Art 
showcases the art and artists of 
Wilkinsburg. This is a one-day event, 
Saturday, April 18 starts at noon.
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