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Our next program is at 7:30 pm on Monday, April 21, 2014 in the Wesley Room of the South Avenue United 
Methodist Church (use the left rear Ross Avenue entrance). We will be showing a slide program about the 87 
year old Penn-Lincoln Hotel in Wilkinsburg.  Please mark your calendar and plan to join us for this meeting, as 
we display and discuss this landmark in Wilkinsburg. Members, guests and the general public are always 
welcome. The meeting is free and refreshments are served.  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The Penn-Lincoln Hotel, designed by famous 
architect Benno Janssen, was built in 1927 at the 
corner of Penn Avenue and Center Street. Named 
for its special location on Penn and the Lincoln 
Highway, it was regarded as “Pittsburgh’s Most 
Modern Suburban Hotel”. Janssen was the designer 
of many of Pittsburgh’s important buildings. His 
works include the Pittsburgh Athletic Assn. in 1911, 
Masonic Temple in 1915, The William Penn Hotel 
in 1916, Longue-Vue Club in 1923 and Mellon 
Institute in 1937. Our Penn-Lincoln Hotel also 
featured a dozen beautiful wrought-iron lamps on 
the outside perimeter, created by Samuel Yellin. 

After nearly forty years as a hotel, the Penn-Lincoln was 
sold to developers who envisioned a new purpose for the 
structure. After renovation, the Penn-Lincoln Apartments 
were opened in 1968. Notice the features that were 
promoted in this February, 1968 advertisement. This 
phase lasted for about twenty-five years as the upper 
floors were used for apartment living and the lower two 
floors still had the Lincoln Restaurant and meeting space 
for Wilkinsburg organizations, such as Rotary, Lions 
Club and Kiwanis Club.  
The Penn-Lincoln owners finally closed down the entire 
building in 1995 and it has been sitting vacant ever since. 
Sadly, it has deteriorated beyond repair, and occupancy 
safety codes are more stringent now. Pittsburgh History 
& Landmarks Foundation (PHLF) did a feasibility study 
to determine its future. It appears that demolition is the 
only option as part of Wilkinsburg’s renewal efforts.  



 

This 1926 image shows the Penn-Lincoln Hotel 
under construction. Steel beams were used and 
the hotel was advertised as being a fire-proof 
structure.  The Penn-Lincoln was constructed 
with steel framing, concrete floor slabs and cost 
approximately $850,000 to build and furnish. 
Faller Bros. Co of Wilkinsburg furnished the 
hotel. Benno Janssen designed the Penn-Lincoln 
in a cross shape above the ground floor. This gave 
an unusual and interesting contour to the structure 
and made all 150 guest rooms outside rooms. 

Like most fine hotels, Wilkinsburg’s Penn-Lincoln 
Hotel featured china dinnerware designed specifically 
for it. The coffee shop had a plain design with just a 
profile of William Penn and Abraham Lincoln. For the 
banquet room, the china was ornate with a gold rim 
and intricate designs around the rim. This image 
(right) was the china used for special occasions when 
weddings occurred and celebrities came to town.  
The main restaurant in the hotel was called the 
Lincoln Restaurant, and was open for nearly 70 years.
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           The History of the Kiwanis Club of Wilkinsburg	

On October 25,1927, The Wilkinsburg Kiwanis Club held its first meeting in the newly 
completed Penn-Lincoln Hotel. (The Penn-Lincoln was opened in early June, 1927.) The 53 men 
assembled were brought together as a Service Club through the untiring efforts of Frank Finley, 
Roy Whitfield, and James Bell, who requested the McKeesport Kiwanis Club to act as sponsors 
in petitioning membership in Kiwanis International. On December 7, 1927, the charter was 
formally presented at the Penn-Lincoln Hotel, as shown in this image. Kiwanis held weekly 
meetings at the Penn-Lincoln Hotel for over 60 years. Now, in 2014 the club members, both men 
and women meet every Thursday at 12:15 PM at the Hosanna House on Wallace Avenue.	


Since that night over 85 years ago, Wilkinsburg Kiwanis has worked tirelessly, aiding children’s 
programs and charitable organizations in this district. Many projects have supported this work 
throughout the years. Admiral Byrd Lectures, Womanless Wedding, Wrestling Matches, 
rummage sales, sales of popcorn, peanuts, coloring books, Steeler plates, Marching Band 
Festivals, Pittsburgh #1 plates, Christmas Tree sales, Wilkinsburg Community Festival, Coupon 
Power Books, sponsors of "Kiwanis Night with the Pirates", and an annual golf fund-raiser are 
just a few of the events organized to raise money for the work of Kiwanis. Funds raised from 
these activities enabled Club Members to erect two Boy Scout cabins at Twin Echo Camp. 
Donations have been made to various children's and Community groups. The club sponsors the 
Key Club at Wilkinsburg Senior High School.	


Kiwanis Club of Wilkinsburg continues to be an active service organization in our community.	
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Lori Bode, a member of our Society for many years, passed away in November 2013. She was 
known throughout Wilkinsburg as one who loved and embraced her adopted town. Lori was          
born and raised in New England. After graduation from Westminster College she married 
Thomas D.Turner III and moved to Wilkinsburg to continue with the family funeral home 
business, T.D.Turner Funeral Home at 729 Wallace Avenue.  
Lori was active in many aspects of Wilkinsburg life. She was a member of the Second United 
Presbyterian Church,  and served in various capacities there. Lori loved the theatre and was 
instrumental in organizing the Wilkinsburg Theater Group and working to make the plays 
successful. She brought the idea of  a Farmer’s Market to Wilkinsburg, and worked to have this 
fresh food idea be part of the Wilkinsburg landscape. Wilkinsburg’s Farmer’s Market has now 
been successful for over 35 years.  
During her decades of Historical Society membership, Lori served as president, membership 
chair, tour planner and chairperson for the Annual Dinner. Lori had married into the Thomas 
D. Turner family, one of the founding families of Wilkinsburg. She had unfinished plans to 
present a program to the Society about the illustrious Turner family. For now, here are some of 
the images she had. Lori will be greatly missed. 

This 1912 image of the Hugh Q. Turner 
home shows Mary and Bella Turner during 
the 25th Wilkinsburg anniversary 
celebration. This home, at 757 Penn 
Avenue, along with the department store 
next door were properties owned by the 
Turner family. In 1926 William Turner sold 
them both to the Wilkinsburg Hotel 
Company. Both the home and the store were 
razed and the Penn-Lincoln Hotel was 
erected in 1927.  

Thomas D. Turner, Jr. poses with his horse in Wilkinsburg. 
The Turner family came to the area about 1785, a century 
before Wilkinsburg was incorporated in 1887. Adam and 
Mary Turner’s eldest son was Hugh Quigley Turner, born in 
1809. He had a successful shoe business which employed a 
dozen people. Hugh married Catherine Duff and they had 
eight children together. The youngest was Thomas Davison 
Turner, born in 1852. By 1881 T.D. Turner started the 
funeral business. His son, T.D.Turner, Jr. continued in the 
funeral business until his death in 1970. The family funeral 
home on Wallace Avenue continued with T.D. Turner,III 
(born 1921) and later T.D.Turner, IV. 
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Our Wilkinsburg Historical Society maintains a membership with the Heinz History Center, and we receive 
notice of many lectures, workshops and activities that are beneficial to organizations such as ours.  
Our membership is known as a HCAP or “History Center Affiliate Program” and the director, Robert Stakeley 
strives to have historical societies network and learn more about each other and our region. We have been 
invited to a special “Digital Storytelling” event to be held at the McKeesport Regional History and Heritage 
Center on Wednesday evening, April 30, 2014 at 6:00 PM.  This event is a collaboration with CALU (California 
University of Pennsylvania) and the students who worked with eight different Historical Societies to create 
short video presentations. The areas included are Brownsville,  California (PA),  Donora, Dormont, Mt. 
Lebanon, McKeesport, Pittsburgh and Washington.  
The following is copied from the letter our Wilkinsburg Historical Society received from Mr. Stakeley. !
Over the past semester a number of students at California University of Pennsylvania have been working on 
creating two short digital storytelling segments for each of the eight student-selected HCAP sites.  Working with 
Dr. Christina Fisanick, Associate Professor of English, the 18 Honors 250 students collaborated with the staff at 
eight HCAP sites to produce their videos.  The first story introduces to the audience what the historical society 
does and has to offer.  The second three-to-five minute piece captivates the audience by focusing on one 
noteworthy artifact or small collection.  Because of the price of gasoline, but ultimately contingent upon the 
way in which we are all choosing to gather, retrieve, and access information, we know that this methodology 
(digital storytelling) will serve us well!  However, one of the underlying objectives of this project was to entice 
people to visit these sites, both online and in person.  And we believe that once you or anyone else views these 
stories, you’ll want to jump into your car and visit these historical societies!  

Dr. Christina Fisanick, Associate Professor of English and Dr. Gary J. DeLorenzo, Associate Professor of 
Computer Information Systems, both from California University of Pennsylvania, in collaboration with Robert 
Stakeley, Educator and Manager of HCAP, have been instrumental in executing and managing this 
interdisciplinary service learning project, which has already been deemed a success by many.  It certainly was 
last semester and so we’re graciously carrying on. 

 To acknowledge the efforts of everyone involved, we have planned a digital storytelling premiere party.  This 
program is scheduled for Wednesday, April 30, 2014 at 6:00 pm.  Fittingly the location of this event will be the 
McKeesport Regional History & Heritage Center (MRHHC).  The specific contact information for this HCAP 
site is as follows: 1832 Arboretum Drive, McKeesport, PA 15132; (412) 678-1832; http://
mckeesportheritage.org/  Popcorn, lemonade, and ice tea will be served and the MRHHC will be open during 
normal operating hours that day, from 9:00 am-5:00 pm.  In addition and to accommodate this event, they will 
remain open from 5:00 pm until the start of the program in order for individuals to tour this fantastic 
museum.  Hopefully, you will build into your schedule that evening enough time to tour the McKeesport 
Regional History & Heritage Center as they have a great facility and collection.  

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Please let me know if you plan to attend, as they have requested RSVP by Tuesday, April 29, 2014. There is 
no fee, as we have a HCAP membership. It is a great idea to get to know other Historical Societies and what 
their focus is, and it surely will be interesting to see how the University students interpret the focus in video 
form. Drop me a note at our PO Box 17252, Pittsburgh, PA 15235 or send me an email if you are going: 
anne_elise_morris@hotmail.com  

http://mckeesportheritage.org/
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Officers and Committee Chairpersons 2014 
President & Programs Elise Morris                                 Publicity: Jean Dexheimer                                  
Recording Secretary: Marilyn Karpinski                        Vignettes: Joel Minnigh                  
Custodian of Papers: Bill Zimpleman        Treasurer: Tim Morris                                                                   
Social: Carol Heckman                                                    Membership: Bill Zimpleman                                        
Books: Jim Richard & Elise Morris !
These monthly programs are created by the Wilkinsburg Historical Society for members, guests and interested 
others to learn about our area. Bring a friend or neighbor to enjoy our programs. We meet at 7:30PM on the 
third Monday of months from March through November, at the South Avenue United Methodist Church.  
This is your Historical Society so please support it with your presence. SEE YOU THERE!!  !
Yearly dues for the Wilkinsburg Historical Society are: 
$20.00 INDIVIDUAL Member       $35.00 FAMILY Membership  
$10.00 STUDENT or ASSOCIATE Members (for out of town members who cannot usually attend meetings.) 
Please pay your yearly dues so that we can continue to send out the Archives newsletter, assist with preservation 
projects and have interesting programs. A big THANK YOU to those who have already sent their dues, and a 
really special THANKS to the members who contributed extra funds in the ‘donation’ box.  !
Our mailing address: Wilkinsburg Historical Society,  P.O. Box 17252,  Pittsburgh, PA 15235 
 !!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!
We are encouraging all of our members to save a tree and help save us postage by providing an email 
address for delivery of your Archives newsletter.  (If the email address is filled in, we will send your 
copy of the newsletter via e-mail.) If you have been receiving a postal version and wish to switch to 
email, please send your request for email version to yozimpp@comcast.net.  However, we are happy to 
continue to send your newsletter through the post office if that is your preference. 

Wilkinsburg Historical Society - Membership application  

Help promote the valuable history of Wilkinsburg. !
Name ______________________________________________!
Address_________________________________________________ 
City, State, Zip___________________________________________ 
Home Phone__________________ Cell Phone_______________ 
E-mail address___________________________________________ 
           (    )   $20   Individual membership 

	 (    )   $35   Family membership 

	 (    )   $10   Student or associate membership 

	 (    )   $_______ Additional donation 
 Please make check payable to:  Wilkinsburg Historical Society 

	                                             PO Box 17252, Pittsburgh, PA  15235

mailto:yozimpp@comcast.net

