
 
 

OUR MEETING THIS MONTH IS MONDAY APRIL 15, 2013 

Our speaker this month is Conrad Stinson.  Conrad has 
written a book on Wilkinsburg Baseball Hall Of Famer Bill 
McKechnie.      

                                                      

                             Bill McKechnie – Pittsburgh Pirates 

Born in Wilkinsburg, Pennsylvania,  McKechnie made his major league debut in 
1907 with the Pittsburgh Pirates appearing in three games, before reemerging with 
the team in 1910 in a more substantial role. A utility infielder for the first half of his 
career before playing more substantially at third base later on, McKechnie played 
with the Pirates (1907, 1910–1912, 1918, 1920), Boston Braves (1913), New York 
Yankees (1913), Indianapolis Hoosiers/Newark Pepper (1914 – 1915), New York 
Giants (1916) and Cincinnati Reds (1916 – 1917). His best offensive season came in 
1914 with the Hoosiers, when scored 107 runs, batted .304 and stole 47 bases. 

McKechnie got his first taste of managerial duties in 1915 when he managed 102 
games for the Newark Pepper, leading the team to a 54–45 record. Shortly after 
retiring as a player in 1920, McKechnie returned to manage full-time, assuming the 
helm of the Pirates in 1922. Managing the Pirates (1922 – 1926), St. Louis Cardinals 
(1928 – 1929), Boston Braves (1930 – 1937) and Cincinnati Reds (1938 – 1946), he 
compiled 1,896 wins and 1,723 losses for a .524 winning percentage. His teams won 
four National League pennants (1925, 1928, 1939 and 1940) and two World Series 
championships (1925 and 1940), and he remains the only manager to win National 
League pennants with three different teams (Pittsburgh, St. Louis and Cincinnati). 

McKechnie did not do as well with Boston as with the other NL teams, but he 
managed to finish "fourth or fifth with teams that should have been eighth,"  
according to Lee Allen in The National League Story (1961). The only year in which 
the Braves did not even do moderately well during McKechnie's time as manager 
was in 1935, when Babe Ruth was with the team. According to Allen, McKechnie 
claimed that Ruth's presence made it nearly impossible to enforce discipline; the 
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faded star drew a huge salary, and lived apart from the team on the road. 
Additionally, years of high living had rendered him a shadow of his former self. He 
couldn't run, and he made so many errors that three pitchers threatened to go on 
strike if he was in the lineup. Ruth lasted only about a month and hit .181. Despite 
fielding essentially the same team that finished fourth a year earlier, the Braves won 
38 games that year and lost 115—the worst record in modern National League 
history. 

According to one baseball reference work, McKechnie had a poor sense of direction, 
which did not improve when, as the Reds' manager, he began traveling by plane. He 
arrived in an airport when the Reds were to play the Pirates at Forbes Field. He 
hailed a taxi and asked the driver to take him to the Schenley Hotel. "I never heard 
of it," said the driver. McKechnie gave him the names of the nearby streets. "Never 
heard of them either," the cabbie said. "How long have you been driving a cab 
here? the manager asked. "Twenty-five years and then some," said the driver, "But 
so help me I never heard of the Schenley Hotel! You must be in the wrong town! 
Where do you think you are?" "Pittsburgh," McKechnie said. "Pittsburgh, hell!" 
retorted the driver. "You're really lost. This is Detroit!" 

 McKechnie was an unusual kind of manager for his era. A very religious man, he 
didn't smoke, didn't drink, and didn't use profanity. When he had a problem player 
who was likely to go out carousing, McKechnie's simple solution was to room with 
him. After McKechnie ended his nine-year association with the Reds in 1946, he was 
hired as a coach to be the righthand man of young Cleveland Indians manager Lou   
Boudreau. The Boudreau-McKechnie Indians won a World Series in 1948. 
McKechnie coached with Boudreau for five seasons, with the Indians (1947–49) and 
Boston Red Sox (1952–53). 

 McKechnie was inducted into the Baseball Hall of Fame in 1962 and into the 
Cincinnati Reds Hall of Fame in 1967. 

************************************************************************                               

                                          WILKINSBURG BASEBALL 

 

Wilkinsburg has produced  three other major league baseball players.  Charlie Deal, 
Paul Smith & Dick Groat. 
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Charlie Deal was born in Wilkinsburg, October 30, 1891.   Charlie began his 
baseball career in 1910  playing 2nd base for the Wilkinsburg Baseball Club in the A 
& W County League.  In 1912 he made the big jump to the major leagues breaking 
in with the Detroit Tigers.  In June of 1913 The Boston Braves purchased Deal from 
the Tigers.  In 1914 when the regular 3rd baseman for the Braves broke his leg in 
one of the last games of the season Deal took over and helped Boston go on to sweep  
the Philadelphia A’s  four games to none. His season salary for that year was $2,400 
and he received $2,200 for his World Series share.  When the Braves denied him a 
raise of $500. for the next year, he jumped to the Federal League St. Louis team for 
$4,500 and a $3,000 signing bonus. In 1916 he was purchased by the St. Louis 
Browns of the American League. Later that year the Chicago Cubs bought his 
contract from the Browns. 

He became the Cubs regular 3rd baseman from 1917 to 1921. Deal played 10 seasons 
in the major leagues. Some interesting notes from his career. He held the record for 
most stolen bases in a four game world series until it was broken in the 1970’s. He 
was a close friend of Casey Stengel and later trained major league players including 
Chuck Connors (The Rifleman). In one of his years with the Cubs he made $9,000. 
He once made a claim to the Commissioner’s office that Babe Ruth still owed him 
$100. on a car he had sold the Babe. Ruth never contested the claim and was not 
allowed to play ball until the debt was paid. Later the commissioner found that the 
debt had been already  paid by Ruth. He was given a apology.  After Charlie retired 
from baseball he  worked for the Southern Calif. Gas Co. for 32 years.  Also did 
scouting and instruction for a number of west coast teams. Stayed active at the 
Dodger’s training facilities until his death in 1979. 
 

Paul Leslie Smith (born March 19, 1931, Graduated from Wilkinsburg in 1949 He 
played outfield and appeared in 223 games in Major League Baseball over three 
seasons (1953; 1957–1958) for the Pittsburgh Pirates and Chicago Cubs. 

Smith batted and threw left-handed, and stood 5 feet 9 inches (1.75 m) tall while 
weighing 165 pounds (75 kg). With his hometown only a few miles away from 
Pittsburgh, Smith signed with the Pirates in 1950. His finest season in MLB was his 
rookie campaign with the 1953 Pirates, in which he appeared in 118 games, batting 
.283 with 110 hits, four home runs and 44 runs batted in. After three seasons out of 
the Majors, he returned to Pittsburgh for 1957, playing in 81 games as a reserve 
outfielder. Sold to the Cubs on May 6, 1958, Smith played his last MLB game a 
month later and played the rest of his career at the Triple-A level, retiring after the 
1963 season.[1] 

During his Major League career, he notched 152 hits in 562 at bats, including 16 
doubles, seven triples and seven home runs. 

************************************************************************ 

Richard Morrow Groat (born November 4, 1930 in Wilkinsburg, Pennsylvania) is a 
former two-sport athlete best known as a shortstop in Major League Baseball. He 
played for four National League teams, mainly the Pittsburgh Pirates and St. Louis 
Cardinals, and was named the league's Most Valuable Player in 1960 after winning 
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the batting title with a .325 average for the champion Pirates. From 1956 to 1962 he 
teamed with second baseman Bill Mazeroski to give Pittsburgh one of the game's 
strongest middle infields; he led the NL in double plays a record five times, in 
putouts four times and in assists twice. At the end of his career he ranked ninth in 
major league history in games at shortstop (1,877) and fourth in double plays 
(1,237), and was among the NL career leaders in putouts (10th, 3,505), assists (8th, 
5,811) and total chances (9th, 9,690). Also an excellent basketball player, he 
attended Duke University and is a member of the Sigma Chi Fraternity. He was 
twice an All-American at Duke and was voted as the Helms National Player of the 
Year in 1952 after averaging 25.2 points per game. He played one season as a guard 
in the National Basketball Association. In 2011 Groat was inducted into the National 
College Baseball Hall of Fame, becoming the first man ever inducted into both the 
college basketball and college baseball halls of fame. He is currently the color 
commentator for the Pittsburgh Panthers men's basketball team. 
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